Well, it’s that time of year and we are heading into provincial play-offs and island championships.  I would like to take this opportunity to remind officials that during the next 3 weeks we need to ensure that we are providing our very best effort and that we need to continue calling the games as we have during the course of the season.  

Please communicate to your partner prior to the start of the game indicating what time you will be arriving.  This provides some certainty that officials acknowledge that they have an assignment and also provides the meeting time for the pre-game conference.  Milojko will also be happy if we can get through the next busy time without any unforeseen challenges.

It is really important that you show up to the games early.  You need to be present at the gym at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the game.  We need to be prepared to officiate the games effectively from the beginning of the jump ball.  Please ensure that you are having a pre-game conference with your partner.  I recognize that many of us have officiated with each other numerous times and there seems to be a tendency to overlook this valuable tool.  The pre-game conference allows us to prepare properly and sets our minds to the job ahead for the next hour and half.

When there is another game following your scheduled game both officials need to remain at the gym until both officials show up.  This will ensure that we have officials at each game.

Please ensure that you are providing a strong table orientation to the minor officials.  Important things to consider are that each official can divide the duties of ensuring that the 24/30 second clock operator is well versed.  Ask specific questions that the both clock operators can answer to alert you to any concerns that may arise.  Do not assume that the previous officials have completed this task; be proactive in your approach.  Also, please ensure that the score sheet has been reviewed, checking that the five starters have been identified and that the coach and assistant coach are on the sheet.  You don’t need any problems arising regarding the forfeiture of games if there is only one coach list and an assistant is overlooked.

Be aware that if there are game directors present at the gyms that you introduce yourself to them and find out the role they will be playing.  In some cases game directors will be keeping a separate score sheet.  You can use this information when the score is being challenged.  Just remember that the official score sheet is the one of record.

If games are decided by 5 points or less please ensures that you review the score sheet prior to leaving the game.  This can be done quickly by asking if there are any concerns from the score keeper. If none exist you can now leave the gym once the next game officials arrive.  If there are concerns please deal with them effectively utilizing all resources at your disposal such as the game director.

Although we know that this can be a stressful time for players and coaches please ensure you provide your best effort, be effective and diligent and just as important have fun.  Sometimes this can be difficult but I guarantee we all do are best job officiating when we are having fun and remember this is about the teams, kids and coaches.  When I am not officiating I will be trying to observe many of you working over the next 3 weeks so please feel free touching base with me on any issue, rule or just to talk basketball.
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