SCREENPLAY READING 101
For anyone unfamiliar with screenplay form, reading one can take some getting used to. Here are a few tips and explanations intended to help first-time readers:

Essentially, a screenplay is like a blueprint for a motion picture. However, recently it has become more popular to read screenplays simply for the entertainment value; one can read the script and imagine the scenes taking place within one’s mind. With a great imagination, reading a well-written screenplay should produce a “perfect” virtual movie.

Though screenplay form is well-established and somewhat strict, there’s lots of variation in style within the format.  Basically, a screenplay like “Legend of Tarzan Brown” is a “reading script” as opposed to a “shooting script” – the latter is usually done by a director and includes more camera direction.  Personally,  I completely avoid using the word “camera” but many successful screenwriters use it regularly.  Key is to write only what can be captured by camera and dialogue.  I use “P.O.V.”, “CLOSE”, and “FAVORING” for camera-angle suggestion.  UPPER CASE is sometimes used to indicate focal point of the scene or camera (aside from “SLUG LINES” – always UPPER CASE – which are general or specific locations.)
Between scenes, using “dissolve to” means one scene sort of melts or fades into another – usually used in place of “cut to” to suggest a longer passage of time. In older days, writers used “cut to” between nearly every scene but now it is generally used only for quick effect.  Some writers use terms like “smash cut”, but “cut” is really all that’s needed.
Also worth knowing is that one page of screenplay equates very roughly to one minute of film – so 120 pages of screenplay = about two hours of movie.

Other Terms to Know:

· OS  --  Off  Camera or Off Screen

· VO  --  Voice Over

· SUPER – Superimposed (usually titles or notes) over visuals (or black) on screen
· EXT --  Exterior Shot

· INT –  Interior Shot

· BEAT – A very brief pause in dialogue (from “beat of a waltz”)

· FADE OUT – Usually just used at the end of the film. May be used to fade to black, then FADE IN again to indicate a long passage of time or “something significant” going on in the particular sequence
That’s it -- hope that helps out with your screenplay reading.
Enjoy the movies.
