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Opening Tip 
  

CBOA needs your help!  
 

 

The CBOA is scheduled to recruit on the 
Mt. Royal, SAIT and U of C campuses in 

October. 
 

Help is required to on Thursday October 
23rd at SAIT.  There is a 10-noon shift, 

as well as noon until 2pm.   
 

Two volunteers are required for both 
shifts.   

 
Thanks to the volunteers that have 

already filled our days at Mt. Royal and 
U of C.   

 
If you can help please e-mail Donald at 

secretary@cboa.ca 

2008 – 2009  
CBOA Executive  
 
President: 
Don Herman 
president@cboa.ca 
 
Vice-President: 
Stephen Anthony 
vicepresident@cboa.ca 
 
Past President: 
Fino Tiberi 
pastpresident@cboa.ca 
 
Treasurer: 
Evan Picton 
treasurer@cboa.ca 
 
Secretary: 
Don MacDonald 
secretary@cboa.ca 
 
Evaluation Chair: 
Rod Davidson 
evaluation@cboa.ca 
 
Education Chair: 
Mike Bittante 
education@cboa.ca 
 
Member-at-Large: 
Grant Hoe 
mal@cboa.ca 
 
Commissioner: 
John Wieland 
commissioner@cboa.ca 
 
Executive Email: 
executive@cboa.ca 
 
Newsletter: 
Ian Pollard 
ian.pollard@shaw.ca 
 
 
CBOA online: 
http://www.cboa.ca 
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1st Quarter 

Important  
Dates: 
 
Oct. 4 – ABOA 
Provincial Clinic, 
Red Deer 
 
Nov. 4, 6, 11 & 
13 – 
CBOA Rookie 
Clinic 
 
Nov 22 – 
Clinic & Exam 
 
Jan. 22/09 –  
Meeting, 
Education & Pay 
Night. Time & 
Location TBA 

Rule Changes 
Paul Deshaies from CABO has prepared the 2008 summary  of the Rule Changes that 
are now in place. Please refer to your rule book for the complete reading of the rule and 
any interpretations.  

Art. 4.3 Uniforms 
The provision that T-shirts may be worn by players under their game uniforms is not valid 
anymore. 

Art. 25.2.3 Player falling on the floor 
It is legal when a player falls and slides on the floor while holding the ball. 

Art. 28.1.3 Ball goes into team’s frontcourt 
The ball goes to the teams’ frontcourt when, during the dribble from backcourt to 
frontcourt, both feet of the dribbler and the ball are in contact with the frontcourt. 

Art. 30.1.2 Ball returned to the backcourt 
It will not be a violation anymore if a player, who jumps from his frontcourt, establishes a 
new team control while still airborne and then lands in his team’s backcourt. 

Art. 31 Goaltending and interference 
If a player reaches through the basket from below and touches the ball, it is interference 
(and not a simple violation) with all the relevant rule consequences. 

Art. 36.1.4 Unsportsmanlike foul 
If a defensive player causes contact with an opponent from behind or laterally in an 
attempt to stop a fast break and there is no opponent between the offensive player and 
the opponents’ basket, then the contact shall be judged to be unsportsmanlike. 

Art. 38.3.1 Technical foul 
A technical foul can be called on a player for excessive swinging of elbows (without 
contact). 
 



 

 
 

Volume I Issue 2 Serving the Basketball Community since 1952 October 2008 

 

Next Meeting: Saturday November 22, 2008, Time & Lo cation TBA 3 

2nd Quarter 

Communication 
Ian Pollard 
 
All successful officials – 
regardless of whether 
they work the NBA or 
Junior High School – 
have two things in 
common:  knowledge of 
how to apply the rules, 
and effective 
communication skills.  
Just like we need to be 
able to communicate with 
spouses, families, 
friends, and co-workers, 
being a good referee 
means being good at 
giving information.  Our 
partners, assignors, 
players, coaches, and 
scorekeepers all need 
honest, effective, and 
purposeful 
communication. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 5. 

 

Provincial Clinic 
 
The ABOA Provincial Clinic will be held Saturday, Oct 4 in Red Deer 
from 10am to 4pm at: 
 
River Glen School 
4210 -59 Street, Red Deer 
(1 block north of the Memorial Centre down by Lindsey Thurber School) 

 
This is a One-Day Clinic to allow everyone to attend at a minimal 
cost. Clinic Fee is $25 and this includes Lunch. Awards 
Presentations will take place as well to recognize our members' 
commitment and performances from last season. 
 
Special Guest Clinician is Dawna Townsend from Ontario. Dawna 
just returned from officiating at the Beijing Olympics. Her FIBA 3-
person knowledge will obviously be first-hand and with ACAC 
Women using 3-person mechanics this season, all college officials 
and prospects should be considering attending this clinic, in 
addition to all ABOA members looking to improve their game. 
 
Dawna will also be speaking on 'How To Be A Great Partner' and 
at the same time sharing some anecdotes and stories from her 
Olympic experience. 
 
Registration will be both in advance and at the door beginning at 
9:00am. This is the qualifying clinic that all provincial level officials 
must attend every 2 seasons. Please contact ABOA Treasurer Paul 
Rocca to pre-register at paolino.rocca@scotiabank.com or your 
local board. 
 
Also check out ABOA's website, http://www.refalberta.ca, for 
more news and information. 
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Half Time 

FIBA Exam Refresher 
 

1. The 24-second signal sounds while the ball is in the air on a try for goal by A4. The ball strikes the ring 
and is rolling on it when B4 touches the ball. Has B4 committed basket interference?  

 
2. A4 and B4 jump and simultaneously take control of a rebound. They both land with a firm grip on the ball 

with B4 having one foot out of bounds. The official calls a violation on B4 for being out of bounds. Is the 
official correct? 

 
3. The throw-in pass from A4 to A5 is deflected by B4. While attempting to retrieve the loose ball, A5 fouls 

B5. This is Team A’s 5th foul of the quarter. Shall B5 be awarded 2 free throws? 
 

4. During the 1st half, Team A has been officially warned about unduly delaying the breaking of their huddle 
at the end of time outs. In the 2nd half, Team A again delays the breaking of the huddle. Should an 
additional time out be charged to Team A? 

 
5. After touching the backboard on a try for goal by A4, the ball is still in its upward flight, completely above 

the level of the ring, when B4 touches the ball. The official calls a violation for goal tending. Is this correct? 
 

6. The 24- second signal sounds with Team-A in control of the ball. Does the ball become dead immediately? 
 

7. A4 scores a basket. While the ball is dead, B5 pushes A5. The official calls a technical foul on B5. Is the 
official correct? 

 
8. A3 is awarded 2 free throws. Team B takes a time out. After the time out, A5 attempts and is successful 

on both free throws. The official then recognizes the error. Both free throws are cancelled and Team B is 
awarded the ball for a throw-in at the free throw line extended. Is this correct? 

 
9. On a try for goal by A5, the ball lodges between the backboard and the rim. The alternating possession 

arrow favours Team A. Shall the 24-second device be reset? 
 

10. During a sideline throw-in from the backcourt near the division line, A4 takes one step towards the 
frontcourt and releases the throw-in pass to A5 in the backcourt. When A4 released the ball, he was in the 
frontcourt area. Is this a backcourt violation? 

 
11. A10 is beckoned onto the floor by an official to replace A4. While leaving the court, A4 impolitely 

addresses an official and a technical foul is assessed. Shall the foul count in Team A’s player foul total in 
that period? 

 
12. During a time-out, A10 reports to the scorer to substitute and then returns directly to the huddle. When 

play resumes, A10 comes directly onto the court as one of the five players. Is this substitution procedure 
legal? 

 
Answers on page 6 
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3rd Quarter 

Continued from page 3. 
 

You need to communicate to your assignor, John Weiland, when you can and cannot work.  
CBOA has a fantastic tool in the Arbiter; if you know a date when you can’t work, taking a 
minute to “block it” on the Arbiter gives John information, and makes his job easier.  Similarly, 
if you have dates open and want to work – CALL!  John never turns away callers looking for 
more games.  The bottom line:  communicating with the assignor means updating them on 
when you’re available. 
 
What about our partners on the court?  When should we begin communicating with them?  I 
hope most of us are confirming our assignments with each other at least the day of the game.  
In an age where we have telephones, cell phones, PDA’s, email, and text messaging at our 
fingertips, communicating with partners is easy. 
  
Once at the game, do we have a pre-game with our partners?  I always try to have one, even 
if it’s just to say “have a good game, partner.”  Once underway, are we making eye contact?  
Do we have a strong whistle and clear signals? Do we use our voice to “tell a story” about 
each call?  Do we get together during timeouts to talk about the game?  What do we discuss 
at half-time and after the game?  Over 17 years of officiating, I’ve learned more by working 
with different partners and just picking their brains for advice.  Open and honest 
communication between partners ensures success on the floor. 
  
Players and coaches, like the rest of the people in our lives, have different personalities and 
require different methods of communication.  Some need a gentle touch, and others need a 
firm hand.  Most difficulties stem from the fact that while we are there to administer the game, 
the teams are there to win.  That often puts us in conflict.  How do you respond to that 
conflict?  What type of communication is needed?  Does the coach just need a chance to vent 
and a quick “I got it, coach”, or does he need to be told “I hear you, but that’s enough”?  How 
do we control the emotions going on inside of us that may impede our ability to 
communicate? 
 
In the end, we all want officiating to be as easy and enjoyable as possible – that’s why we’re 
in it; we love the game.  Focusing on effectively communicating greatly increases our 
chances of having positive experiences – on and off the floor. 
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4th Quarter 

Evaluation Corner   
Rod Davidson 
 
 
Here are a few thoughts about you can look forward to in regard to 
evaluation for the 2008-09 season: 
 

1. Any official who would like a formal evaluation  of their 
officiating should contact me (evaluation@cboa.ca) so 
arrangements can be made for one.  Come to think of it, I 
guess we need to do a lot more ‘encouraging’ because only 
ONE person requested a formal evaluation from me last year! 

 
2. All ACAC level officials  will receive game feedback for all 

ACAC games worked this season (something that we did not 
accomplish last year). 

 
3. The Mentorship Program  will continue, and we hope to 

extend it to include as many CBOA officials as possible.  
Mentorship is when a new official pairs up with a more senior 
official to work a game or two.  The new official is also 
encouraged to contact their “mentor” with questions or 
concerns throughout the season.   It’s a great way for new 
officials to gain advice and support, and is also very fulfilling 
for the “mentor”.  Any official who would like to participate 
should contact me so a match can be arranged. 

 
4. Remember that the best evaluation  always starts with 

honest self-evaluation of each game you do, together with 
feedback from your partner(s).  It is enhanced by working 
with senior level officials, and discussing your game with 
them. 

    
5. We will continue to support officials that are the subject of a 

complaint or concern received by Commissioner John 
Weiland (where it’s believed there IS an issue). 

 
I hope that I can continue to support you in positive ways during this 
new season so that you will always (OK, almost always!) enjoy 
refereeing.  I hope, too, that as a result of your experiences, you will 
encourage others to join the CBOA as well. 
 

FIBA Refresher Answers 
 

1. NO  
Article 31.2.4 Question 8 – 32% incorrect 
 
2. NO  
Article 23.2.3 Question 43 - 31% incorrect 
 
3. NO  
Articles 14; 41.2.2 Question 34 – 29% 
incorrect 
 
4. NO  
Article 38.3.2 Question 29 – 28% incorrect 
 
5. YES  
Article 31.1.2 Question 22 – 26% incorrect 
 
6. YES  
Article 10-3 Question 40 – 24% incorrect 
 
7. NO  
Article 34.1.1 Question 31 – 23% incorrect 
 
8. YES  
Article 44.2.7 Question 6 – 22% incorrect 
 
9. NO  
Articles 50.2; 50.4 Question 15 – 21% 
incorrect 
 
10. NO  
Articles 17.2.2; 17.3.1; 30.1.2 Question 26 
– 19% incorrect 
 
11. NO  
Articles 4.2.2; 38.3.2 Question 30 – 19% 
incorrect 
 
12. YES  
Article 19.3.7 Question 37 – 19% incorrect 

 
These 12 exam questions are all from the 2007 
– 2008 ABOA exam last year. The percentage 
indicated is the percent of ABOA members who 
answered the question incorrectly.  
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Overtime 

Education Corner 
Mike Bittante 
 
 
Rookies 
 

• The Rookie & First-year returning Clinic will take place over four nights at St. Francis High School –  
November 4, 6, 11 & 13 . Each of these sessions will be divided into about 1 hour classroom work and 1 
hour in the gym. 

 
• The Clinic will end on November 15 & 16  with a tournament (location TBA) where the rookies can work 

games with experienced officials close by to help them. 
 

• The Mentoring Program we started last year will continue, and hopefully grow. 
 
Ongoing Education for Developing and Experienced Of ficials 
 

• During the High School Clinic we will again have concurrent sessions (meaning we will break into 
smaller groups and rotate between classrooms.) 

 
• We are looking at using video more extensively during our meetings.  

 
• We are considering separating the experienced and rookie officials during meetings as sometimes the 

topics and issues can be very different. 
 
Communication between Meetings 
 

• It our intention to use email extensively. Any rules/mechanics questions you have should be sent to me 
(education@cboa.ca).  All inquiries will remain confidential.  Interpretations will then be sent out in an 
email to the entire membership.  Feel free to send in any and all basketball questions – whether they are 
from your games, or games you saw other officials working.  

 
• Any rule/mechanic changes that occur during the season will also be sent to CBOA members via email. 

 
• This newsletter will also communicate changes, as well as short rules quizzes that will focus on actual 

game occurrences. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the meetings and learning together throughout the season. If you have any 
questions, suggestions or would like to help with the rookie clinic, please contact me through the email at the 
CBOA website http://www.cboa.ca. 
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Post Game 

 

As we all know communication is absolutely 
vital to being a successful official. One of the 
greatest communication & research tools is at 
our fingertips everyday. Of course I am 
speaking of the internet. Here are some 
excellent resources that are available. 
 
Referee Associations 
 
CBOA – http://www.cboa.ca 
EBOA – http://www.theeboa.com 
ABOA – http://www.refalberta.ca 
CABO – http://www.cabocanada.org 
 
Assigning Site 
 
The Arbiter - http://www.thearbiter.net 
 
Discussion Forum 
 
http://www.officiating.com 
 
Magazines 
 
http://www.referee.com/ 
 
Official’s Equipment 
The CBOA in no way supports any of the 
following Official’s suppliers. We are only 
providing these websites as a courtesy to our 
members. 
 
http://www.honigs-canada.com 
http://www.theofficialschoice.com 
http://www.refshop.com 
 
The CBOA also has a Facebook group that is 
administered by our Member-at-Large, Grant 
Hoe. For those of us that use the social 
networking site, feel free to join the group as 
this is just another way for us to stay in touch 
with each other. 
 
If anyone knows any other websites that they 
would like to share, Please contact either Ian 
Pollard or Grant Hoe to have your suggestion 
published in the newsletter. 
 


