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Opening Tip  
 

Clinic & Exam 
 
The bulk of our basketball season starts in less then a month so that 
means it is once again time for the CBOA Clinic & Provincial Exam writing.  
 
The clinic & exam will be held at St. Francis High School  on Saturday, 
November 22/2008  from 9:00am until 2:00pm. 
 
We hope everyone has had an opportunity crack open the rule & case 
books to review the rule changes for the upcoming season. 
 
See you all there! 
 

Rookie Clinic 
 
The CBOA Rookie & First year clinic  will be held on November 4, 6, 11 
& 13 followed by a tournament on November 14 & 15 . If you know of 
anyone interested in officiating this season please pass this information 
along. Any members of the CBOA that would like to help out at the clinic, 
contact Mike Bittante at education@cboa.ca. 
 

ABOA Awards 
 
The ABOA recognized the following CBOA officials in an Awards 
presentation held in conjunction with the ABOA provincial clinic in October. 
 
Provincial Award of Excellence – Troy Eagar 
National Award of Excellence – Michael Wieland 
International Award of Excellence – Sergio Giordano 
Past President’s Award – Dick Vanderstam 
 
The CBOA would also like to recognize our member, Dale McAllister , for 
qualifying to run in next year’s Boston Marathon. 

2008 – 2009  
CBOA Executive  
 
President: 
Don Herman 
president@cboa.ca 
 
Vice-President: 
Stephen Anthony 
vicepresident@cboa.ca 
 
Past President: 
Fino Tiberi 
pastpresident@cboa.ca 
 
Treasurer: 
Evan Picton 
treasurer@cboa.ca 
 
Secretary: 
Don MacDonald 
secretary@cboa.ca 
 
Evaluation Chair: 
Rod Davidson 
evaluation@cboa.ca 
 
Education Chair: 
Mike Bittante 
education@cboa.ca 
 
Member-at-Large: 
Grant Hoe 
mal@cboa.ca 
 
Commissioner: 
John Wieland 
commissioner@cboa.ca 
 
Executive Email: 
executive@cboa.ca 
 
Newsletter: 
Ian Pollard 
ian.pollard@shaw.ca 
 
 
CBOA online: 
http://www.cboa.ca 
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1st Quarter  

Important  
Dates: 
 
Nov. 4, 6, 11 & 
13 – 
CBOA Rookie 
Clinic 
 
Nov. 14 & 15 – 
CBOA Rookie 
Tournament 
 
Nov 22 – 
Clinic & 
Exam 
 
Jan. 22/09 –  
Meeting, 
Education & Pay 
Night. Time & 
Location TBA 

Rule Changes 
Paul Deshaies from CABO has prepared the 2008 summary  of the Rule Changes that 
are now in place. Please refer to your rule book for the complete reading of the rule and 
any interpretations.  

Art. 4.3 Uniforms 
The provision that T-shirts may be worn by players under their game uniforms is not valid 
anymore. 

Art. 25.2.3 Player falling on the floor 
It is legal when a player falls and slides on the floor while holding the ball. 

Art. 28.1.3 Ball goes into team’s frontcourt 
The ball goes to the teams’ frontcourt when, during the dribble from backcourt to 
frontcourt, both feet of the dribbler and the ball are in contact with the frontcourt. 

Art. 30.1.2 Ball returned to the backcourt 
It will not be a violation anymore if a player, who jumps from his frontcourt, establishes a 
new team control while still airborne and then lands in his team’s backcourt. 

Art. 31 Goaltending and interference 
If a player reaches through the basket from below and touches the ball, it is interference 
(and not a simple violation) with all the relevant rule consequences. 

Art. 36.1.4 Unsportsmanlike foul 
If a defensive player causes contact with an opponent from behind or laterally in an 
attempt to stop a fast break and there is no opponent between the offensive player and 
the opponents’ basket, then the contact shall be judged to be unsportsmanlike.�

Art. 38.3.1 Technical foul 
A technical foul can be called on a player for excessive swinging of elbows (without 
contact). 
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2nd Quarter  

2008 Beijing Paralympics Games 
 
As you all know our fellow CBOA member, Sergio Giordano was selected to officiate at the games. The following 
is his experiences there is his own words… 
 
The excitement started in November, 2007 when I received my Paralympics invitation from our International 
President. It is always such an honour and privilege to attend a major event and not only represent your sport 
but more important represent your country. As quickly as I received that e-mail, I sent it back and accepted 
the same day. 
 
From the moment I arrived in Beijing on Sept 4 and was greeted from one of the many volunteers, I knew this 
was going to be a memorable experience. Their organization was simply outstanding from the first day to the 
last day. The Paralympics started on Sept 6 with the opening ceremonies. As spectacular as the Olympics 
were three weeks earlier, these were also breath taking. I can still picture the athlete from China in his 
wheelchair pulling himself up a long cable to the base of the Torch and then lighting the flame. The games 
had officially begun. The excitement was in the air. 
 
The accommodations were first rate, each official had their own room and two officials shared one mini 
apartment. We also had volunteers in the main floor of the buildings just in case we needed anything. The 
food in the main hall was very good. They had an assortment for the many different countries (104) that were 
there. Our transportation from the Paralympics Village to the Olympic Green area ran frequently so we never 
had to wait long to get to our venue. The Olympic Green area had the Birds Nest, Water Cube, Fencing 
Building, and our venue, The National Indoor Stadium. We also had a secondary venue not far from the 
Olympic Green that we used for the first few days because of the number of games that there were. 
 
I can’t begin to tell you how impressive all of those structures were. Television does not do it justice, and also 
how many people attended all events. Wheelchair basketball ran for 10 days; Sept 7 – Sept 16. We had a 
total of 22 Teams; 10 Women’s and 12 Men’s. We also had a total of 26 officials from 18 different countries. 
That in itself to me is always amazing on how we can have so many countries represented and we all come 
together as one team. Our main venue had a capacity of 12,000. Almost every evening game and all playoff 
and medal games were sold out. The least amount of people that were at a game was 8,000. It was an 
incredible atmosphere to be part of. The Chinese were also very appreciative of the athletes and their talent. 
 
With Canada traditionally been strong in wheelchair basketball for both Men and Women, the games you 
receive towards the end of the tournament depend on how you have officiated during the tournament and 
also how your country is doing. In any major international competition you can never officiate a game that 
your country is involved in. The Canadian Men’s team made it to the Finals but not until a double overtime 
win against the U.S. in the semis. Probably one of the best games I have ever witnessed (stand up or 
wheelchair basketball). Unfortunately the Canadian Women’s team did not fare as well as they lost in the 
quarters to Australia. I was very fortunate that I had many close games to officiate during the tournament. 
This is your ultimate goal is to always have close games so the evaluator has an opportunity to see what you 
can do under pressure. 

Continued on page 5 
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Half Time  

FIBA Exam Refresher 
 

1. The 24-second signal sounds while the ball is in the air on a try for goal by A4. The ball strikes the ring 
and is rolling on it when B4 touches the ball. Has B4 committed basket interference?  

 
2. A4 and B4 jump and simultaneously take control of a rebound. They both land with a firm grip on the ball 

with B4 having one foot out of bounds. The official calls a violation on B4 for being out of bounds. Is the 
official correct? 

 
3. The throw-in pass from A4 to A5 is deflected by B4. While attempting to retrieve the loose ball, A5 fouls 

B5. This is Team A’s 5th foul of the quarter. Shall B5 be awarded 2 free throws? 
 

4. During the 1st half, Team A has been officially warned about unduly delaying the breaking of their huddle 
at the end of time outs. In the 2nd half, Team A again delays the breaking of the huddle. Should an 
additional time out be charged to Team A? 

 
5. After touching the backboard on a try for goal by A4, the ball is still in its upward flight, completely above 

the level of the ring, when B4 touches the ball. The official calls a violation for goal tending. Is this correct? 
 

6. The 24- second signal sounds with Team-A in control of the ball. Does the ball become dead immediately? 
 

7. A4 scores a basket. While the ball is dead, B5 pushes A5. The official calls a technical foul on B5. Is the 
official correct? 

 
8. A3 is awarded 2 free throws. Team B takes a time out. After the time out, A5 attempts and is successful 

on both free throws. The official then recognizes the error. Both free throws are cancelled and Team B is 
awarded the ball for a throw-in at the free throw line extended. Is this correct? 

 
9. On a try for goal by A5, the ball lodges between the backboard and the rim. The alternating possession 

arrow favours Team A. Shall the 24-second device be reset? 
 

10. During a sideline throw-in from the backcourt near the division line, A4 takes one step towards the 
frontcourt and releases the throw-in pass to A5 in the backcourt. When A4 released the ball, he was in the 
frontcourt area. Is this a backcourt violation? 

 
11. A10 is beckoned onto the floor by an official to replace A4. While leaving the court, A4 impolitely 

addresses an official and a technical foul is assessed. Shall the foul count in Team A’s player foul total in 
that period? 

 
12. During a time-out, A10 reports to the scorer to substitute and then returns directly to the huddle. When 

play resumes, A10 comes directly onto the court as one of the five players. Is this substitution procedure 
legal? 

 
Answers on page 6 
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3rd Quarter  

2008 Beijing Paralympics Games 
Con’t from page 3 
 
When it was time to hand out the assignments for the last two days, my other Canadian colleague from 
Quebec (Sebastien Gauthier) and I felt we had a good tournament and thought we had a good opportunity 
to officiate either the Gold Women’s or the Bronze Men’s. We were both very excited when were given the 
Women’s Gold assignment between Germany and the U.S. It was a full house and loud and the teams 
played hard with not too many fouls in the game and the US came out on top. Our evaluator was very 
happy with the job all three officials did in the game which made us all feel good now that our tournament 
was officially over on the court. 
 
We did have one negative that was part of the Paralympics. The Iran Men’s team who played very well 
during the round robin and made it to the quarters were supposed to play the US. If they lost which was 
probable, they were to play Israel in the losers crossover. The Iran Government stepped in and withdrew 
the Iran team from the rest of the Paralympics before they could play the US. Yes, Politics has an effect 
even here. 
 
Off the court I had some fun also. During days off, I took in the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, some 
temples, and the best part was the Great Wall. I took a non- tourist tour with other officials that is approx 2 
hours away from Beijing. When we arrived and climbed to the top of the portion we were at, it was truly a 
sight to see. We could see for miles and also we could see other parts of the wall. It is something that I will 
never forget. Our tour guide mentioned that this was one of the oldest parts of the wall. It was over 2,000 
years old. Some of the wall in certain areas was crumbling a bit. We watched the sunset. 
 
I also experienced the shopping markets and the craziness that goes with it. I took the subway from the 
village to downtown and went to a six story building. Every floor had many 8’ x 8’ cubicles and there were 
ladies selling clothes, digital products, jewelry, etc. Yes, I must admit I was a shopping junkie after the few 
times that I was there. (Where else can you get a North Face goose down jacket for $45.00 Canadian?). 
 
After the final games were over on Sept 16 and we all had a pop, we all said our goodbyes the following 
day, we knew we just had one of the best experiences of our lives. There will be many memories that I will 
carry with me. The plane trip back on Sept 17 was a time to reflect on the past two weeks and just how 
lucky I was to be part of it. 
 
Our next major competition is the World Championships in Birmingham, England in July, 2010. I will 
continue to work hard and improve over the next 12-18 months, and hope that I receive that invitation from 
our International President. 
 

 
Congratulations Sergio on your outstanding performa nce at the games! 
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4th Quarter  

Evaluation Corner   
Rod Davidson 
 
 
Here are a few thoughts about you can look forward to in regard to 
evaluation for the 2008-09 season: 
 

1. Any official who would like a formal evaluation  of their 
officiating should contact me (evaluation@cboa.ca) so 
arrangements can be made for one.  Come to think of it, I 
guess we need to do a lot more ‘encouraging’ because only 
ONE person requested a formal evaluation from me last year! 

 
2. All ACAC level officials  will receive game feedback for all 

ACAC games worked this season (something that we did not 
accomplish last year). 

 
3. The Mentorship Program  will continue, and we hope to 

extend it to include as many CBOA officials as possible.  
Mentorship is when a new official pairs up with a more senior 
official to work a game or two.  The new official is also 
encouraged to contact their “mentor” with questions or 
concerns throughout the season.   It’s a great way for new 
officials to gain advice and support, and is also very fulfilling 
for the “mentor”.  Any official who would like to participate 
should contact me so a match can be arranged. 

 
4. Remember that the best evaluation  always starts with 

honest self-evaluation of each game you do, together with 
feedback from your partner(s).  It is enhanced by working 
with senior level officials, and discussing your game with 
them. 

    
5. We will continue to support officials that are the subject of a 

complaint or concern received by Commissioner John 
Weiland (where it’s believed there IS an issue). 

 
I hope that I can continue to support you in positive ways during this 
new season so that you will always (OK, almost always!) enjoy 
refereeing.  I hope, too, that as a result of your experiences, you will 
encourage others to join the CBOA as well. 
 

FIBA Refresher Answers 
 

1. NO  
Article 31.2.4 Question 8 – 32% incorrect 
 
2. NO  
Article 23.2.3 Question 43 - 31% incorrect 
 
3. NO  
Articles 14; 41.2.2 Question 34 – 29% 
incorrect 
 
4. NO  
Article 38.3.2 Question 29 – 28% incorrect 
 
5. YES  
Article 31.1.2 Question 22 – 26% incorrect 
 
6. YES  
Article 10-3 Question 40 – 24% incorrect 
 
7. NO  
Article 34.1.1 Question 31 – 23% incorrect 
 
8. YES  
Article 44.2.7 Question 6 – 22% incorrect 
 
9. NO  
Articles 50.2; 50.4 Question 15 – 21% 
incorrect 
 
10. NO  
Articles 17.2.2; 17.3.1; 30.1.2 Question 26 
– 19% incorrect 
 
11. NO  
Articles 4.2.2; 38.3.2 Question 30 – 19% 
incorrect 
 
12. YES  
Article 19.3.7 Question 37 – 19% incorrect 

 
These 12 exam questions are all from the 2007 
– 2008 ABOA exam last year. The percentage 
indicated is the percent of ABOA members who 
answered the question incorrectly.  
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Overtime  

Education Corner 
Mike Bittante 
 
 
Welcome to a new season. I am sure most of you have had a chance to work some type of basketball 
since our last newsletter. 
 
A quick reminder of the rule changes that are in effect this year and where to find them… 
 

·  ART.28.1.3. Eight Seconds - This rule applies to th e dribbler only –  the ball is considered to 
be in the front court when both of the dribbler’s feet and the ball have contacted the front court.  

 If the player is not dribbling…this description do es not apply.  
 
·   ART.30.1.2. Ball Returned to the Backcourt – it is now legal when an airborne defensive player 

jumps from his frontcourt, gains control of the ball while in the air and then lands in his backcourt. 
(Remember this like the old NCAA rule…). This principle also applies to the jump ball to start the 
game. In this case, no one has control on the jump so the airborne non-jumper can gain control of 
the ball land anywhere on the court. 

 
·  ART.36.1.4. bullet 3. Unsportsmanlike Foul – if a defensive player causes contact with an 

opponent from behind or laterally in an attempt to stop a fast break and there is no opponent 
between the offensive player and the opponents’ basket, then the contact shall be judged 
unsportsmanlike. 

 
The Rookie Clinic  
The Rookie Clinic is set for November 4, 6, 11 and 13 at St. Francis High School with a Rookie 
Tournament on Nov. 14 and 15. There are opportunities for all CBOA members to participate in the Rookie 
Clinic. I have heard from a few people who are interested but there is always room for more. If you would 
like to participate in the Rookie Clinic please email me at education@cboa.ca  
 
The High School Clinic  
The clinic will be on Nov. 22. The exam will be administered on that day. More details will follow. 
  
Please remember that if you have questions, email me at education@cboa.ca  
 
The rule books, mechanics manuals, and interpretations are at: 
http://www.fiba.com/pages/eng/fc/FIBA/ruleRegu/p/op enNodeIDs/897/selNodeID/897/baskOffiRule.h
tml 
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Post Game  

 

As we all know communication is absolutely 
vital to being a successful official. One of the 
greatest communication & research tools is at 
our fingertips everyday. Of course I am 
speaking of the internet. Here are some 
excellent resources that are available. 
 
Referee Associations 
 
CBOA – http://www.cboa.ca 
EBOA – http://www.theeboa.com 
ABOA – http://www.refalberta.ca 
CABO – http://www.cabocanada.org 
 
Assigning Site 
 
The Arbiter - http://www.thearbiter.net 
 
Discussion Forum 
 
http://www.officiating.com 
 
Magazines 
 
http://www.referee.com/ 
 
Official’s Equipment 
The CBOA in no way supports any of the 
following Official’s suppliers. We are only 
providing these websites as a courtesy to our 
members. 
 
http://www.honigs-canada.com 
http://www.theofficialschoice.com 
http://www.refshop.com 
 
The CBOA also has a Facebook group that is 
administered by our Member-at-Large, Grant 
Hoe. For those of us that use the social 
networking site, feel free to join the group as 
this is just another way for us to stay in touch 
with each other. 
 
If anyone knows any other websites that they 
would like to share, Please contact either Ian 
Pollard or Grant Hoe to have your suggestion 
published in the newsletter. 
 

What’s your call??? 
 
A technical foul is called in a game for behavior (loud 
and persistent shouting while guarding the ball 
handler) that an official determined to be distracting 
and disconcerting.  
   
Is this a foul you can only call when it is directed at 
a shooter, or can that foul (or warning) be given 
when it is deemed that it is distracting in an 
unsportsmanlike manner even if it is not directed at a 
player in the act of shooting? 


