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Opening Tip  
 

President’s Message 
Don Herman 
It appears that we are off to another great start this year.  The senior men’s 
and women’s league are in full swing, 30 potential new officials attended 
our series of rookie clinics, and around one hundred people attended our 
high school clinic on November 22nd.  We’ve also had several people travel 
on officials’ exchanges at the ACAC level.  Now, the high school season is 
set to start with the Higher Hoops Classic on December 1st. 
  
As you know, the CBOA has long been a partner in the Higher Hoops 
Classic by way of reducing our game fees for the week-long event.  In an 
effort to show their appreciation, the Calgary High School Athletic 
Association has decided that a portion of that money will go towards a 
scholarship in our name.  In honour of his dedication to our association, 
and to the betterment of basketball locally, provincially and nationally, the 
CBOA Executive has decided that the scholarship will be called “The John 
Weiland Calgary Basketball Officials’ Scholarship ”.  John will make the 
first presentation of this award on Wednesday December 3rd at a banquet 
honouring the student athletes.  Congratulations to John on a well-
deserved honour! 
  
In September, we gave notice that the CBOA would be hiring another 
Commissioner to assist John for the upcoming season.  After careful 
consideration of potential candidates, the Executive is pleased to 
announce that Dick Vanderstam will be joining John in the position of 
Commissioner.  Dick will be responsible for the ISAA, Foothills and 
Rockyview leagues as well as Calgary Catholic Junior High.  Dick has big 
boots to fill so please give BOTH commissioners your full cooperation and 
consideration.  Please remember to keep your Arbiter up to date. 
 
We had our high school clinic and exam on November 22nd.  As we have 
stated previously, this clinic was mandatory for all who wanted to be 
considered for either a provincial or national appointment.  The clinicians 
did an outstanding job this year and have provided us with some good 
ideas for next year's clinic.  Congratulations to Mike Bittante for doing a 
great job and we look forward to actually seeing the bench decorum video 
on pay night! 

Continued on page 5 
  

2008 – 2009  
CBOA Executive  
 
President: 
Don Herman 
president@cboa.ca 
 
Vice-President: 
Stephen Anthony 
vicepresident@cboa.ca 
 
Past President: 
Fino Tiberi 
pastpresident@cboa.ca 
 
Treasurer: 
Evan Picton 
treasurer@cboa.ca 
 
Secretary: 
Don MacDonald 
secretary@cboa.ca 
 
Evaluation Chair: 
Rod Davidson 
evaluation@cboa.ca 
 
Education Chair: 
Mike Bittante 
education@cboa.ca 
 
Member-at-Large: 
Grant Hoe 
mal@cboa.ca 
 
Commissioner: 
John Wieland 
commissioner@cboa.ca 
 
Executive Email: 
executive@cboa.ca 
 
Newsletter: 
Ian Pollard 
ian.pollard@shaw.ca 
 
 
CBOA online: 
http://www.cboa.ca 
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1st Quarter  

Important  
Dates: 
 
 
Jan. 22/09 –  
Meeting, 
Education & Pay 
Night. Time & 
Location TBA 

Vice-President’s Message 
Stephen Anthony 
Disciplinary Process & Concerns  
 
As officials, we’ve all been there.  There’s a player, coach or fan that is 
constantly an issue – and you’re not sure what to do.  Or an incident 
comes up either during or after the game that goes beyond the normal 
conflict and controversy that arises in any competitive sport.  When you as 
an official face abuse or unsportsmanlike conduct that is excessive or 
severe, it needs to be addressed. 
 
CBOA’s Disciplinary Committee handles complaints from players, coaches, 
league administrators, parents or spectators that take the time voice their 
concerns about our officials or their actions. The committee also handles 
concerns raised by officials about those same coaches, players, fans, or 
even fellow officials. The committee is made up of active CBOA members 
who know what we go through on a regular basis.  
 
All complaints and concerns are reviewed and handled by the committee 
to ensure that bias is minimized, that all information is as specific as 
possible, and that those specifics are looked at. Once all versions of the 
incident have been recorded, the committee reviews the information and 
makes a decision.  The committee then replies to the person who launched 
the initial complaint and ensures all recommendations and/or 
consequences are followed through on. 
 
The CBOA takes pride in being a professional organization, and we expect 
all members to uphold that professionalism. The disciplinary committee is 
there to ensure officials and clients are treated with respect. We as officials 
need to ensure that we each do our part to appear professional in all 
situations, no matter how we are treated. It is our role to maintain 
composure, even in difficult circumstances; we believe anyone who 
compromises these expectations should be held accountable. Over the 
past two seasons we have seen coaches suspended, officials fined, fans 
removed from facilities and we have even seen the ABOA pull our services 
from ACAC games where we that officials’ security was in jeopardy. 

 
Continued on page 4 
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2nd Quarter  

Newsletter 
 
I’d like to say Thank you all for taking 
the time to read this newsletter. In the 
first 3 months of publication we are 
averaging 120 visits to the newsletter 
site per month. This is fantastic!  
 
In order to keep things fresh and 
relevant we’d really like to hear your 
suggestions for topics in the 
upcoming newsletters. Drop Grant 
Hoe (mal@cboa.ca) or myself 
(ian.pollard@shaw.ca) an e-mail with 
your suggestions. 
 
Best Wishes to everyone in the 
holiday season! 
 
See you on the Court! 

 

What’s your call? 
 
Team B scores a basket and is 
pressing, while A1 has the ball still in 
their hands out of bounds for the 
ensuing throw-in B1 fouls A2. What is 
the correct call? 
 

A. Personal Foul 
B. Unsportsmanlike Foul 

 
See page 8 for the answer… 

Rookie Clinic 
Ian Pollard 
 
Not only did this year’s clinics generate a lot of 
interest, but most of this year’s rookies look like they 
will “stick with it”.  Twenty-eight people attended the 
first sessions of this year’s Rookie Clinic…with most 
of them still around for the fourth and final session.  
 
An exciting addition to this year’s rookie clinic was a 
series of scrimmages on November 15th in which all 
available rookies had an opportunity to work at least 
one quarter of three games involving local teams. 
 
For those new and developing officials that did work, 
the instructors/clinicians/evaluators were impressed 
with your effort and the improvement that was made 
throughout the day. Very well done! 
 
As was mentioned at the clinic, we have tonnes of 
games that need officials. The next step for new 
officials is to get in touch with John Weiland and Dick 
Vanderstam, and to add themselves to the Arbiter.  
This way, you can receive games, and get that 
important on-floor experience. 
 
All of the rookies have been assigned a mentor; this 
veteran official will work with you this year to help 
you develop your skills. If you have questions – and 
you will – this is one more resource available to you. 
 
Mentors, if you have not been in touch with your 
mentee please do this soon. 
 
We are very pleased to see the numbers of our 
association growing and wish everyone good luck 
this season!  
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Half Time  

Vice-President’s Message 
Continued from page 2 

 
If you have any situation that you feel needs reviewing please follow the 3 basic steps. 

1. Call Commissioner John Weiland about the situation  
2. Take 24 hours to allow immediate emotions to pass  
3. Write a formal complaint and send it to vicepresident@cboa.ca and or call me 403-617-

7811 
 
When writing your complaint, be as specific as possible; include names of players, coaches, 
teams, fans, or anyone else involved.  This helps the investigative process, both in terms of 
being as accurate and fair as possible, and in solving the problem as quickly as possible. 
 
Remember that if you experience a severe incident before, during, or after a game, the CBOA 
is there to help you as much as possible.  Do not hesitate to come forward with your concerns 
– regardless of how big or small you may think they are.   
 

“Clear Path” Foul 
 
There has been some considerable debate so far this year on the interpretation of the “Clear 
Path” Foul. The FIBA rule reads: 
 
36.1.4 Bullet #3 (2008 FIBA Official Rules page 40) 
 

·  If a defensive player causes contact with an opponent from behind or laterally in an 
attempt to stop a fast break and there is no opponent between the offensive player and 
the opponents’ basket, then the contact shall be judged to be unsportsmanlike. 

 
It is important to note the rule only mentions attempting to stop a fast break and not a legitimate 
attempt to challenge a try for goal or a lay-up. The guideline that is being used at the ACAC 
level is if the foul occurs between the 3–point lines as described in the rule above an 
Unsportsmanlike foul should be called. Contact made at the basket should be judged as a 
distinct play and any foul committed should be assessed on its own merits.  
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3rd Quarter  

President’s Message 
Continued from page 1 

 
  
We are getting into the busiest part of our season and now more then ever we have to remain 
diligent in our role as custodians of the game.  Remember to always act in professional 
manner in your dealings with players, coaches, table personnel and spectators.  We continue 
to develop our very strong working relationship with all of our clients’ leagues, and they insist 
that we report any misconduct we experience, whether it is technical or unsportsmanlike fouls 
or coach behaviour at the high school level.  Please remember to write all comments on the 
game sheets and if appropriate contact John, Dick or myself so that the proper follow-up can 
be conducted.  Should you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me 
directly. 
  
Good luck, we will see you in January at pay night and remember, have some fun out there! 
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4th Quarter  

Education Corner   
Mike Bittante 
 
Clinics :  A big thank you to all who attended the Rookie 
Clinic. We had 28 rookies show up on the first night and 
we averaged 20 on the other three nights. I hope they 
stick with us for many years to come, and get to enjoy 
officiating as much as the rest of us do. Special thanks to 
Ian Pollard who was a great help throughout the clinics.  
Our Annual High School Clinic was held on November 
22nd with around 85 people attending. John Weiland, Dick 
Vanderstam, Bill Carr, Rod and Patti Davidson, and 
Michael Weiland did an exceptional job leading the 
educational sessions.  If you have any suggestions on 
improving the clinics, please contact me. 
 
There are a huge number of people who wish to view the 
videos we had at the clinic…I am in the process of 
figuring out how to accommodate everybody.  
 
FIBA 2-Person Mechanics : 
 
http://www.refalberta.ca/files/prov%20clinic/2PERSON%2
0MECHANICS%20FIBA%20amended%20Sept%202008.
pdf 
 
This is the guide to the on-court mechanics we will use. 
Please make note of switching after fouls.  REMEMBER:  
you switch every time except: 
 

1. When the lead official calls an offensive foul and… 
2. When the trail calls a foul on a defensive player. 

 
A good rule of thumb to remember is whoever calls the 
foul becomes the NEW TRAIL. 
 
 

 
Continued on page 7 

Evaluation Corner 
Rod Davidson 
 
As we are now entering the bulk 
of our officiating season we on 
the evaluation committee would 
like to remind everyone that if 
you would like to be evaluated 
this season to get in touch with 
me. The email address is 
evaluation@cboa.ca.  
 
We are committed to making 
sure that everyone who would 
like an evaluation gets looked at 
in a game at an appropriate 
level. 
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Overtime  

Education Corner 
Continued from page 6 

 
 
Rule changes  you should review thoroughly before high school season begins: 
 

·  New backcourt violation rule…”3-points rule” is for dribbler only…player can 
jump from his frontcourt, steal a pass, and land in his backcourt – remember if 
the player lands straddling the centre line, they CANNOT dribble (Exam Q #36) 

 
·  There are new Unsportsmanlike Foul interpretations regarding an offensive 

player with a clear path to the basket. 
 

·  There are new Technical Foul interpretations as well - regarding warnings and 
excessive swinging of elbows. 

 
·  For High School, t-shirts are legal – they must be of the same major color as the 

jersey and the sleeves must be tailored – no ragged cut-offs.  As always, 
enforce the rule without splitting hairs or being over-officious. 

 
All new interpretations can be found at: 
 
·  http://www.refalberta.ca/files/prov%20clinic/FIBA%202008%20Rule%20changes%20and

%20interpretations.pdf 
 
·  http://www.fiba.com/downloads/Rules/2008/FIBAOfficialInterpretations2008.pdf  
 
Drop me a line with any questions at education@cboa.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Volume I Issue 4 Serving the Basketball Community since 1952 December 2008 

 

Next Meeting: Pay Night, Thursday January 22, 2008 Time & Location TBA 8 

 

Post Game  

 

As we all know communication is absolutely 
vital to being a successful official. One of the 
greatest communication & research tools is at 
our fingertips everyday. Of course I am 
speaking of the internet. Here are some 
excellent resources that are available. 
 
Referee Associations 
 
CBOA – http://www.cboa.ca 
EBOA – http://www.theeboa.com 
ABOA – http://www.refalberta.ca 
CABO – http://www.cabocanada.org 
 
Assigning Site 
 
The Arbiter - http://www.thearbiter.net 
 
Discussion Forum 
 
http://www.officiating.com 
 
Magazines 
 
http://www.referee.com/ 
 
Official’s Equipment 
The CBOA in no way supports any of the 
following Official’s suppliers. We are only 
providing these websites as a courtesy to our 
members. 
 
http://www.honigs-canada.com 
http://www.theofficialschoice.com 
http://www.refshop.com 
 
The CBOA also has a Facebook group that is 
administered by our Member-at-Large, Grant 
Hoe. For those of us that use the social 
networking site, feel free to join the group as 
this is just another way for us to stay in touch 
with each other. 
 
If anyone knows any other websites that they 
would like to share, Please contact either Ian 
Pollard or Grant Hoe to have your suggestion 
published in the newsletter. 
 

What’s your call??? 
The correct call on this play is B. Unsportsmanlike Foul.  
 
The interpretation right from the FIBA 2008 official 
interpretation manual (pages 16&17 Art. 36 Unsportsmanlike 
Foul) reads the following… 
 
Statement  
When the ball is out-of-bounds for a throw-in and is still in the 
hands of the official or is already at the disposal of the thrower-
in and at that moment a defensive player on the court causes 
contact with a player of the team of the thrower-in also on the 
court and the foul is called, this shall be judged as 
unsportsmanlike.  
 
Example 1:  
A4 has the ball in his hands or at his disposal for a throw-in 
when B5 causes contact with A5 and a foul is called on B5.  
Interpretation:  
Because B5 is obviously not making any effort to play the ball 
and an unsportsmanlike advantage is gained by not allowing 
the game clock to restart. An unsportsmanlike foul must  be 
called without a warning being given. 
 
In our case:  
Because B1 is obviously not making any effort to play the ball 
and an unsportsmanlike advantage has been gained by not 
allowing the ball to return to play. An Unsportsmanlike foul 
must  be called without any warning being given. 
 


