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Crows wield a
certain ‘brilliance’

BY MARK WEBER
Red Deer Express

Alming to challenge comimon notions of
irows, & Calgary artist has wnvelded & bl
liznt new exhiblt at the Kerry Wood Natume
e,

Cipdbrdery Dave: Crows, Recent Works by
Shantael Sielghi i= on display b the Mar-
Jorie Wood Gallery through toaJan. 20,

Slelght's inlention is b entertein & new
perapective, invite curbogity and reneal the
simple and complex beanty of the crow

"Through this explopation | seek 0
ipnite a sense of wonder and toy with o
perpepllons of beautly,” says her artiat’s
statement.

I invite & second look, B mament o
reconsgider, and sugeest a refreslibne Tamil-
jarity that comrects B2 Lo Comion exper]
ence,”

Fler work offers attractve, siriking por-
tratlts of coows in @ vartety of setiings

Through serylic on wond, coloar wnd
black and white photes and mixed media
i wood, she effectivly caplures the mood
and mysterios of the hird - Which often
gets a bad rapin socisty.

*Thoy v silwayvs been associated with
death,” she explaing, Why that is is less

cartalt; but seme folk talesdeseribe cmpws
A% carrying spirits o the underworld,

They also fend to be scavengers, andran
B aggressive — tralts that dob't exagcly
brighten thelr Image,

Indesd. Flocks of crows are kKniwh as
‘rmurders’ of CrowE. |

“nla incention with the Crow seriesis o
challenge unconsidersd notlons, gegeral
indifference or Impeiuons negagsity
townrrd the commoit crow and comgides
how this Inability to touly see ourd sur-
roundings parallels human Interactbon.™

But thev're not the ginister banch we
acauine them to be after all. Crows ralse
thelr voung communally, protect each oth-
er while foraging for food, commnnicale
thiough about Hbdifferent ¢alls nipte for
life or construct and usze tools. They can
nadc iicks b help gather food for instapee.

They will alao take g ot and v dah
above a rond, weaiting for a vehicle Lo chuash
it. They also seem quile loval (o each other.
Sletght also said she's seen soveral grows
gather around & desd one for sevepal
moments, then fly away.

Her avid inkerest in crows was sparked
back when Sleight wasa studentat Alberta
College of Art andd Design,

One day, she wert on a hike and 8 crow
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CLASSIC CROW - Calgary artist Shantael Slelght captures vivid images of crows in Ordinary Days:

A ciq Pulse Wednesday, December 5. 2007

Crows, Recent Works by Shantael Sleight now showing at the Kerry Wood Hature Centre.

started following her.

Slelght stopped and the ¢row perched on
g rock. Thay studied each other for more
tham one oo

5% vears of bolh studving and painting
crows followesd that pivetnd momene

As for herars, Sleight hopes peopie come
away with a fresh appreciation for the

Chaad o i Ford Deser Eagrmss

beauiy and infellizence of enows.

“It ml=o poes beyond the crows = It's
abonut thinkiong differently o bow we
oheorve things as well,™

Besldes: her beauliful artisicy, Sielght
alan worka ms community cootdinator for
thie City of Calpary.
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