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About Seahorses

Seahorses are fish and belong to the family Syngnathidae and the genus Hippocampus, which is Greek for “bent horse.” There are approximately 35 different species of seahorses, and they live in warm tropical waters. The curly shape and the bumpy or spiny texture of the seahorse is camouflage for the seahorse when living in grasses and seaweed. Seahorses curl their tail around grasses or soft coral branches to stay in one place, and use their pectoral fins on their side and a dorsal fin on their back to swim through the water. Seahorses eat plankton and larvae through the small mouth at the end of their snout.

Small Seahorses

Pygmy Seahorse

· very tiny

· brightly colored

· bumpy texture

Dwarf Seahorse

very common

color ranges from white to green

mottled patterns

Large Seahorses

Pot-Bellied Seahorse

· largest species

· light colors

· splotchy pattern with black

Barbour’s Seahorse

· ringed pattern on the snout

· yellow to brown in color

· sharp spines

Conclusion

Seahorses are delicate fish that live in warm tropical waters. The color variations and texture of the fish help to camouflage the seahorses among the grasses and corals. Seahorses vary in size but even the largest species is quite small.

