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Pine Trees

Pine trees have leaves that are like needles. These leaves may be flat or round, long or short. Most pine trees are known as evergreens, which are tree that retain their leaves (needles) all year long. Pine trees are also called conifers because most of them have pinecones. There are over 100 pine trees that are native to North America. Many of them provide lumber for buildings. The sap in the pine trees can be used to make turpentine. Some pine trees even have edible nuts in the pinecones they produce.

Western Pine Trees

Ponderosa Pine

· very long needles

· cones are egg-shaped

· very common tree

Lodgepole Pine

very short needles 

needles are yellow-green

tall and narrow

Eastern Pine Trees

Virginia Pine

· medium length needles

· cone scales have thorns 

· sometimes called “Yellow Pine”

Red Pine

· long needles

· small, round cones

· sometimes called “Norway Pine”

Conclusion

Many other pine trees, which were not discussed here, grow in North America. Other trees that have needles and cones include spruce trees, firs, yews, and hemlocks. Studying conifers is interesting because they are so diverse.

