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About the Octopus

The octopus is a mollusk. Other mollusks include squid, snails, clams, and slugs. Octopus can live in both warm and cold water. The body of an octopus is soft and it has eight arms. Each arm has suckers that are controlled individually. The suckers and arms are used to move the octopus over surfaces and to hold prey. Underneath the octopus, in the center of the arms, is a mouth parrot-like beak that the octopus uses to eat. An octopus swims by shooting water through a funnel in a jet-like manner. When threatened, an octopus may shoot out black ink that creates a cloud which helps the octopus escape. An octopus can camouflage itself by changing colors and the texture of its body to match its surroundings.
Small Octopus

Pygmy Octopus

· very tiny

· red to brown in color

· lives in depths to 10 meters

Brownstripe Octopus

has a dark stripe down each arm

color varies, usually brown to gray

can bury itself quickly in sand

Large Octopus

Common Octopus

· very common in Caribbean waters

· mottled red and brown

· lives in depths to 22 meters

White Spotted Octopus

· brown with white spots

· turns red when threatened

· arms can be 6 times the length of the body

Conclusion

The octopus inhabits relatively shallow areas in the oceans. An octopus varies its color and body texture as camouflage against the surroundings. An octopus walks using the arms and suckers, and jets through the water to move farther distances.

