Edited version appeared in the Goldstream News Gazette, February 12, 2003.
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VICTORIA AUTO RACING HALL OF FAME





by  Sharon Constantine / Ross Rockett





The sport of Auto Racing has been a part of Victoria’s history since the 1920’s.  As a part  


of this history, the Victoria Auto Racing Hall of Fame was born in 1984 and opened its doors extending a welcome to the public.  The original idea was shaped by Norm Wilcox, Ross Rockett, Bill Smith, Ted MacKenzie and Frank Kitto.  To the best of their knowledge, this was the first Hall of Fame dedicated exclusively to the sport of Auto Racing in Canada.  2003 will be the 19th Anniversary of this particular Hall of Fame.


Recently, a co-committee has been formed to help out in all aspects of furthering the mandates of the Hall.





Special thanks are owed to Mr. Frank Wille.  In 1991 he offered the use of the museum building attached to the grandstands at Western Speedway.  This has become a platform to display the growing history of Victoria and Vancouver Island’s auto racing achievements.  Being located at Western Speedway is an added plus.  





To date, there have been 49 Inductees and 31 Pioneer Award recipients honoured in the Hall of Fame.  There are individual plaques of past inductees lining the walls, Pioneer Award certificates, as well as engraved floor tiles and banners which have been purchased by persons in the racing community.  Also sharing the museum space are the many artifacts (engines, race cars, trophies, memorabilia, printed items and a vast collection of photographs capturing the past and present history of the sport).





Everyone is now gearing up for the racer’s reunion and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies for 2003.  Doors at the museum complex will open at 1:00 PM on Saturday, February 22nd with the actual ceremonies commencing at 3:00 PM sharp.  Following the ceremonies, a light luncheon will be served and a souvenir programme will be distributed.





We would welcome everyone to come and be part of this gathering.  Look at all the display items, meet former and current drivers and other personalities from the sport and just enjoy the afternoon.  The Hall of Fame is a non-profit organization.  Admission at the door is just $10.00, which just covers the costs relating to the yearly event.  This is a family affair and your support is greatly appreciated, and is an essential part of the Victoria Auto Racing Hall of Fame.














cont’d...(2004)(








Edited versions appeared in several newspapers, websites, announced on radio & TV


for February 21, 2004.
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Victoria Auto Racing Hall of Fame


Celebrates 20 Years





by Sharon Constantine / Ross Rockett





The Victoria Auto Racing Hall of Fame, established in 1984 as the first of its kind in Canada, will be celebrating its 20 Year Anniversary on February 21st.  With a change of venue, the annual Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies and racer’s reunion will be held this year at the future cabaret area of the Goldstream Station, located at 2835 Bryn Maur Road in Langford (at the old Westwind Hotel site on Goldstream Avenue).  The theme for this year’s gala affair will focus on the past 51 Inductees with display kiosks set up for viewing their memorabilia and individual historical plaques, as well as the 34 Pioneer Award recipients.  The various Vancouver Island racing clubs will also have displays and information on hand.  There will be pictures and many related artifacts on hand, which date back as far as the 1920’s at the Willows Fairgrounds as well as earlier Island race tracks such as Langford, Shearings, Colwood, Grandview, Oyster River, Cassidy, Saratoga and Western Speedways.  A special invitation is extended for everyone to attend, as it is a great way to learn about past and present auto racing histories.  Meet and talk with the Inductees, other racing personalities and the great folks associated with motorsports on Vancouver Island.  Hall of Fame pins and decals may be purchased, and a special souvenir programme will be distributed after the Induction ceremonies.  Doors open at 1:00 P.M. on Saturday, February 21st with the actual ceremonies commencing at 3:00 P.M. sharp.  Favourite beverages will be available throughout the afternoon and a light luncheon will be served after the ceremonies are completed.  Admission is $10 per person and there is plenty of free parking available.  The Hall of Fame Committee gives special thanks to the Goldstream Station for hosting this year’s annual event.





