The article below appeared in the March 1996 issue of the Island Racing News (IRN).

An edited version appeared in the February 12, 2002  issue of the Goldstream Gazette.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

L.I.T.R.A.  “KEYED-UP”  FOR  1996

by SHARON CONSTANTINE
The Lower Island Track Racing Association (L.I.T.R.A.) is having their annual mall show starting Friday, March 1 through to Sunday March 3.  Watch racing videos.  Look over the racing vehicles and fill out a ballot for the Best Appearing Contest.  Entries include a Demo Hit-to-Pass car and truck, a Claimer, a Mini-Figure 8 and a Total Destruction car.  The winning car receives a trophy which is presented to the driver at Western Speedway and the writer of the ballot will receive 25 Canwest Mall Shopping Dollars and 2 free passes to Western Speedway.  The drivers and crew put a lot of time and effort into building their cars and trucks.  Come and vote for your favourite.

Brian Waklin will be defending his 1995 claimer Championship.  Last year Danny Madden and Mark Lockhart were right on Brian’s bumper all the way!  Peter Quakenbush, 1995 Demo Car Champion will probably not be driving as much this year as he is involved with the L.I.T.R.A. Executive.  This could start a battle for top position for the racing team of Dennis Head and Brad Smith who finished second last year and surely, “Smokin’ Joe competing against some oldies but goodes who are returning the Truck hit-to-pass racing after a few years absence – “Rockin” Roger Artel, Randy “Rambo” Desiatnyk and “Ready Eddie” Breuker.  These guys just can’t stay away!  In Mini-Figure 8’s, as Keith Cahill and Danny Madden are probably not running in this class this year, the door is wide open for Gord Creed and Gerda Veld who finished 2nd and 4th respectively.  Two up island boys, Randy Makowsky and Robbie Price will be sparring for top position in Total Destruction.  Last year, they finished 1st and 2nd respectively.  Robbie Price was award the Junior Achievement Award for 1995.

In the past few years, L.I.T.R.A. has seen several family racing teams.  Brother teams of Gord and Glen Creed, Peter and A.J. Quakenbush, Marty and Keith Hansen, and Rob and Keith Hillard.  As sister and brother team, Gerda, Louis and B.J. Veld.  An uncle and nephew team, Paul and Shawn Chalmers.  Mother and son teams, Jan and Shawn Hansen and Marty and Randy Makowsky.  The 1996 year will see another mother and son team, Sharon and Sean Constantine.  A father and daughter/son team, Roy, Marie and George Haywood.  Husband and wife teams, B.J. Veld and Dawn Olsen, John and Susan Cross, John and Eddi Bouchard, and Stephen and Tracy Green.  All of the above people share a common bond, they are hooked on racing.

Some of the L.I.T.R.A. women drivers have driven in more than one class.  Sharon Constantine was the first lady to drive in regular competition in the L.I.T.R.A. Claimer class.  Before that, she drove in the Demo Hit-to-pass Powder Puff and Mechanic races and more recently in Roll-overs.  Jan Hansen drives in the Demo Hit-to-pass class and she is also very active in Roll-over competitions in B.C., Alberta and the U.S.  Jan also participates in Mini-stock races up island.  Gerda Veld started out in the Claimer class and is now driving the very popular Mini-Figure 8 class and says she’s loving every minute.  This year, L.I.T.R.A. will have a few more women participating in regular racing competition at Western Speedway.  Way to go ladies!

The 1996 racing season kicks off March 23 at Western Speedway with hit-to-pass, Claimers and Mini-Figure 8’s.  A full program guaranteed to excite the fans and provide great fun-filled racing as always.
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Note:  omitted from article - Another husband/wife team was Connie & Sharon Constantine.

