This article appeared on the Thunder Valley Racing site as a top story (it was written in May 2003).  If you’d like to view it there, go to http://thundervalleyracing.com
On their home page, go to Archives on the left and click on Top Stories.
Sharon raced with Gerda in the Claimer Division of the Lower Island Track Racing Association (L.I.T.R.A.).

**************************************

	"Glad that she took the opportunity..."


	by Sharon Constantine
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Gerda Veld is a 5'2" bundle of Dutch spunkiness. A Canadian, she was born and raised in Ontario, moving to Victoria, British Columbia in 1968. She works in Administration at the Bank of Nova Scota and has been a dedicated employee for a number of years.

During this interview, I commented on a "Betty Boop" license plate that was on display in her home, and learned that she's a "Betty Boop" collector. This cartoon character was painted on the hood of her Mini Figure 8 car.

Gerda hopped in, drove a few laps and the rest is history.
At Western Speedway, in Victoria, her brother Lou started racing the Hit-to-Pass cars in the Lower Island Track Racing Association, and Gerda was in the pits to help out. That's basically how she got started in racing. A younger brother BJ, also started racing, and each of them raced in a different class within this club. One of the Claimer drivers asked if she wanted to drive his car on a practice night to see what it was like, Gerda hopped in, drove a few laps and the rest is history. She helped build her first Claimer, and that petite female frame was behind the wheel quicker than you could say..."pedal to the metal!"
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Her sponsors were West Coast Tire, Totem Welding, Mr. Transmission, and Rum Runner Pub. She acquired a crew who were very dedicated to her, Gord Milne (crew chief) and Andy Guilhamoulie. From time to time, she relied on advice from fellow driver Tim Christie. Hands and face dabbed with grease and oil, Gerda always helped wrench on her cars (which was constant work with Claimers).

For the next year as a competitive driver in this class, she showed her aggressiveness and was always one of the top finishers.
Gerda was a clean driver, drove hard, and was accepted by the male drivers. They joked and kibitzed around with her, but offered help when needed. She said she felt comfortable racing with them and made some good friends.

When Gerda starting racing, her goal was to win a main event and finish in the top 10. The first 3 years was a leaning curve, and afterwards, she could be seen finishing regularly in the top five. During her six years of racing her goals were met by winning two trophy dashes and a main event. She participated in a novelty race where you had to race backwards as fast as you could for two laps. "You gotta watch that wall!" she laughed.
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Her most memorable moment was when she won her first main event. "It was awesome, just awesome! I was focused, and the car was dialed in just right." In one race, Gerda experienced being T-boned in the driver's door so hard, she lost consciousness. She was later heard to say, with a large grin, "the car that hit me ended up with five cracks in the frame!" After driving in the Claimer class from 1990-1994, she decided to try the Mini Figure 8's. For the next year as a competitive driver in this class, she showed her aggressiveness and was always one of the top finishers.

When asked to help in any way, she never said no, she was always there for you.
Then, a medical problem took Gerda out of the driver's seat. But she fondly remembers her racing experiences, what she gained through driving and making new friends, and is glad that she took the opportunity to try. During her racing years, Gerda also served on the L.I.T.R.A. Executive as Secretary. She sold 50/50 tickets and volunteered as a pit runner when needed. She helped tirelessly for hours with proofreading the club rulebook. When asked to help in any way, she never said no, she was always there for you.

Still with that competitive spirit, she now enjoys playing darts on a team that competes weekly. Gerda's parents were very supportive and had a special place in the stands every race, where they cheered for their kids! From time to time, Gerda can be seen sitting in the stands with her parents, watching and enjoying the races.


