This article was originally written to give some insight into the history of the International Mini Stock 4-Cylinders, and has recently been re-written to update information as of October 2011.

The original article appeared in the June 2002 issue of the Geared For Racing magazine.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

IMS 4's  HISTORY
by SHARON CONSTANTINE
The idea of mini stocks was hatched in late 1980 by John Kindrew, Pat Monaghan, Peter Martin and Mike Grute.  In 1982, the mini stocks were racing at Western Speedway.  In 1983, the minis joined the Vancouver Island Track Racing Association (VITRA).  During 1989 and 1990, the mini stocks ran under VITRA as the Molson Mini Stocks, and were a travelling show with the Pro Stocks.  During the minis' history, speedways they have raced at include Western, Saratoga, Port Angeles, Wanatchee, and Euphrata.  Further research seems to suggest that at least three of the original Datsun 510s from the 1980s #3, #9 and #96, are still circling the oval, which shows if they are looked after, they will keep on going, and going!!  Pat Monaghan, with the help of friend Jon Clausen and Lejeune Engineering, was the original builder and driver of the now #96 Datsun, which he drove under #11.  The International Mini Stock 4-Cyclinders Club (IMS 4's) was formed in 1991 as an independent club.  The IMS 4's present rules were borrowed from the US Foreign Stocks and have evolved to what they are today.  Membership fluctuates between 60-80 members each year, of which 16-20 are registered drivers.  A diverse club with drivers of all ages, ranging from 14 to 61 - rookies to experienced drivers - young and old love Mini Stocks.  Former Mini Stock driver, Earl Pollard, was inducted into the Victoria Auto Racing Hall of Fame in 1995 before his passing in August of 1997.  Earl served on the Board of Directors, and was still charging around the track at 71 years of age!  In 2001, the club had 2001 Hall of Fame Inductee, Gary "Mad Dog" Madden as its President.  Gary still likes to keep his hand in driving and building cars from time to time.  A couple drivers who have set track records at Western Speedway are:  Jim McKay 1987 track record 18:66 and Craig Matthews 1992 track record 18:56.  Chatting with a former mini driver Craig Roberts, he stated (with a chuckle) that every time he set a track record, Jim McKay would time in and promptly break it!  Later in 1997, a new tire rule was being implemented and established a different track record to be set, so the current Western Speedway track record to be challenged sits at 18:55, set by Bob Gillies July 25, 1998.  Matt Mansell came close in 2000 by setting a fast time of 18:65.  At Saratoga Speedway, 2003 saw Mike Nyeste set a new track record of 17:47 breaking Bob Gillies old record of 17.48, close one!  (see below for IMS 4’s Track Records)  Some past champions are Pat Monaghan 1982; Mike Grute 1983, 1984; Craig Roberts 1985, 1986, 1989; Jim McKay 1987, 1988, 1990 through to 1993; Rick Parker 1994, 1995; Bob Gillies 1996, 1997, 1998, Cory Alexander 1999, 2000, Ken Schuurman 2001, Gilles Parenteau 2002, Mike Nyeste 2003, Chris Joyes 2004, Kyle Vantreight 2005, Justin Woodske 2006 and 2007, Lois Pollard-Grant 2008, Lois Pollard-Grant 2009, Alex Mouner 2010, 2011 with Jim McKay winning the majority of Championships to date.  Although Jim doesn't drive anymore as a regular in this class, he was still an active club member serving on the Board of Directors as Head Tech and Official.  Currently, Jim is driving in the Wilroc Sprint Car class and in the Pro-4 Alliance.  Several ladies have graced the mini stocks, proving their driving abilities - Lois Pollard-Grant, Jan Hansen, Sharon Constantine, Angela Bertrand.  Lois and Sharon are the only ladies to have finished in the top five drivers points more than once, and both these ladies have served on the Board of Directors.  Over the years, cars have ranged from Datsuns, Toyotas, Cortinas, Mustangs, Pintos, Capris, Dodges, VWs, BMWs, and Hondas.  The drivers are encouraged to keep their cars in good working condition and appearance.  All cars are 4-cylinders and must weigh a minimum of 1 lb per cc of engine displacement, plus 150 lbs with driver - maximum 2500 lbs.  All cars will have a maximum of 56% left side weight with driver.  2003 was an experimental year for this new rule and seems to be working.  Rules are frozen for a two-year period, but safety rules can be changed.  Currently, the IMS 4's race at Western Speedway in Victoria and at Saratoga Speedway in Black Creek about half way between of Courtenay and Campbell River.  Also, between points races, some drivers like to compete at Kent Raceway in Agassiz, Williams Lake, Port Angeles, Race City in Calgary, and now at the new Vernon track, Sun Valley Motor Speedway.  The camaraderie is a special one in this strong class, and is growing steadily each year.  You can check out the IMS 4's rules, points standings, etc. on the club website www.ims4.ca and on Sharon’s personal site  http://members.shaw.ca/maddogracing  where updates and other items are posted within a week of each race event on the “Behind The Wheel“ page.  Several members and drivers have contributed in their own way in making the IMS 4's a fun and still affordable class - check us out!

Other personal IMS 4’s websites are:
Trent Goodwin - www.geocities.com/ohyacool
Chris Watt - sncmotorsports@telus.net
- Acknowledgements:  Jim McKay, Cliff Spencer, Craig Roberts, Pat Monaghan.

IMS 4’s Track Records below…
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IMS 4’s  TRACK  RECORDS

  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

WESTERN  SPEEDWAY

Track Record after “new  tires” introduced in 1998

18.55 set July 25, 1998 at Western Speedway, by Bob Gillies

Track Records due to “new time clock” set up in 2004

18.91 set June 26, 2004 at Western Speedway, by Kyle Vantreight

18.87 set July 3, 2004 at Western Speedway by Steve Hora

Track Record after “new tires” introduced for July 23, 2005

18.69 set July 23, 2005 at Western Speedway by Kyle Vantreight

New Track Record after “different tires” introduced for 2007

18.639 set August 2, 2008 at Western Speedway by Lois Pollard-Grant

[image: image2.wmf] Current Track Record

18.318 set April 10, 2010 at Western Speedway by Aaron Willison
  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  

SARATOGA  SPEEDWAY

New  Track  Record  after  “different  tires” introduced  for  2007 Track  Records  after  “new  tires”  introduced  in  1998

17.48 set May 16, 1998 at Saratoga Speedway by Bob Gillies

17.47 set August 23, 2003 at Saratoga Speedway by Mike Nyeste

17.20 set July 17, 2004 at Saratoga Speedway by Steve Hora

New  Track  Record  after  “new  tires”  introduced  for  July  23,  2005

17.130 set September 17, 2005 at Saratoga Speedway by Kyle Vanteight


[image: image3.wmf] Current  Track  Record

17.208 set August 16, 2008 at Saratoga Speedway by Aaron Willison
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