May 14, 2004
Page 2

Mark & Karen Wilson

224 Arbour Lake Way N.W.

Calgary, Alberta,

Canada, T3G 3Z7

Tel:
001-403-208-1136 (Home)


001-403-769-2697 (Mark’s Work: Direct)

Fax:
001-403-769-5543 (Mark’s Work: Group)

E-Mail:
kickoff@shaw.ca 


mwilso59@csc.com (Mark’s work)

Web Site:
http://www.members.shaw.ca/kickoff 
Well hello again,

Another year has passed us by again so quickly, we managed to pack in as much as possible but still didn’t seem to be able to do everything. Mum & Dad came for Christmas last year with my brother and his friend so we all had a houseful of fun. We went to Banff which is always a favorite, the Christmas lights at the zoo, Heritage Park and some other festive activities. We didn’t overdo it this Year as Dad was still recuperating from his accident but we did get a few skiing days in with my brother, plus we had the added bonus of live in baby sitters when we went out.

I’ve been really busy with my Hairdressing, so much so I do not have time to do my candle shows anymore but I don’t miss it one bit. I’ve even done a couple of Weddings, hair and make-up, which I enjoy a lot and even have some lined up for next year. Mark’s even more busy with work as they’ve taken on more applications to support and cut the number down in his group. He’s also back on call 24x7 four/five weeks of the year and his last week on call, November month end, was not one to forget in a hurry. On top of some networks outages one of the servers he supports went down three times the space of two days, the third time just before they were going to bring the system down nicely to install a patch. He gets time in lieu for the extra hours he puts in so he’s currently doing three day weeks until the Christmas break. He may not have to work much in January either as he’s got 45 hours to carry forward into January already not including the Christmas week when he’s on-call next.

As usual we’ve been busy with visitors. My sister Lisa came for a third time spending two weeks in June, we didn’t travel too much and it was wonderful just to stay home & visit, I do miss that. In July my friend Kate came for two weeks, her second time. We went to Kimberly for a long weekend for one of the five soccer tournaments Mark’s team play in. Mainly an excuse to relax, fun & drink, basically just party hard and it’s for everyone including the women, even Jordan had a blast staying up late every night, a real party animal. On the way back home we traveled through Fairmont & Radium stopping at the tourist spots including Radium Hot Springs for a nice long and well deserved soak. We mainly stayed close to Calgary for the rest of Kate’s visit as Kate didn’t see much of it last time due to doing the tourist spots around the province. While Kate was here Jordan celebrated his 3rd Birthday, with party and cake. He seems to be enjoying these kinds of events more & more now, can’t wait till the next one but wish you could slow it down to soak it all in a little more.

As last year Jordan is still a busy little chap with Playgroup, Gymnastics & Swimming. Swimming is his favorite at the moment with no fear of water, sometimes I think he’d rather be a fish if he could. Jordan has just finished his first lessons and was the only one in the group to pass so he can move up to the next level after Christmas, my hero. I can’t believe it, he’s not a baby anymore but a little boy growing up so fast who knows exactly what he wants, when he wants it and can wrap Mummy & Daddy round his little finger, most of the time. He still blows us away with the things he says and does, a real natter box, loves people, very dramatic, I’m sure he going to be on stage (watch this space).

We celebrated our 10th Wedding Anniversary this year and they said it wouldn’t last 10 minutes Ha! Ha! Ha!, time flies when you’re having fun. Mark got me a gift in June but then surprised us all at the beginning of November with an all inclusive Holiday in the Dominican Republic, which we definitely needed especially as it was –20 with snow. We went to Punta Cana on the East coast of the island for two weeks and it was perfect in every way. The hotel on the beach was great, very clean, excellent food, plenty of activities during the day and night for young and old if your hearts desired. We took to lazing around the pool although that’s not entirely true. I took to lazing round the pool, very spoiled, while Mark & Jordan played in the pool like two fish. I only saw them after they’d been to the Pool Bar together and thought I might need a Pina Calada or Banana Mama cocktail, what a life. That was the morning taken care of till around 13:00, when after lunch we would find a Palm Tree on the White Sandy Beach for Jordan to get 40 winks, Mark swam in the very warm Caribbean sea and for me to catch some more rays with more cocktails. You’ve gotta love this all inclusive lark, we’ve never done it before and the hardest decision on holiday was what coloured shorts to wear for the day and which restaurant to eat in. Jordan loved the beach, we made sand castles, lots of paw(foot) and hand prints in the sand, buried him a couple of times. He also loved running up to and away from the sea as it rolled on the beach and if it caught him it would knock him over. The sea was very strong hitting the beach but once he was out past the surging waves he loved floating in his life vest bobbing up and down in the sea, silly billy even loved the salty taste of the sea. Following tea we would go to the stage where it usually started of with the kids disco, games and sometimes chase. Next a show or some other kind of entertainment was provided for the adult and around 22:00 it was a free for all dancing on the stage which meant Jordan was alive again. The dancers and entertainers loved him, the light bulb blonde hair helped, and every night he would be going home with a face full of kisses. On top of all this every Saturday night after the show there was a Beach party with more food, drink, music, limbo competitions and finally a machine blew bubbles all over everyone. Jordan didn’t really know what to make of it, he just stood in the middle of it all while other kids threw themselves into the air and vanished into bubbles. All of these activities certainly helped tire him out as well as entertain the other guests and staff, the whole Hotel knew who he was. I went a snorkeling trip and was totally surrounded by many different kinds of beautiful fish while they ate out of my hands, what an amazing feeling. We all managed to go out on a day trip to see a little of the island, it really opens your eyes to see how very fortunate we are. They separated the groups into Languages and Countries so we meet a lot of people from other parts of Canada and had a fantastic time but it’s never long enough and we had to come home eventually.

Well it’s started, Jordan comes down every morning asking if Santa is coming, wanting to open up every box he spies and we haven’t even started putting gifts under the tree yet. This is going to be along month for him but it’s very exciting for us as well and he’s a great help with the decorations and loves putting the tree lights on, hope this lasts a long time as I like having the extra help. I’m nearly as bad as Jordan and can’t wait myself, I’ve put the Advent Calendar up and we are trying to teach him the countdown and it seems to be working.

Sorry but that’s all I’ve got for now as we still have loads to do in order to be ready for Christmas, including bottling two batches of wine and maybe starting another batch of beer. Hope this finds you all well and we wish you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy and prosperous New Year.  Talking of which, Mark is hoping to get a few more pictures onto the web site before he returns to work on the 6th January 2003 assuming he’s not called upon for work too much.

Love

Karen Lesley, Mark, Jordan James & Bronte Wilson

