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John Oliver

Dr iv en
for  alto sax and cham ber ensem ble

commissioned by Ensemble Symposium (Vancouver)

Ver sion  1  fo r  sm al l  en sem b le w i t h  gu i t ar  syn t h esizer

alt o saxophone
cello
v ibes

guitar  synthesizer (playing flute and bass parts of version 2)
p iano

drum  set  (opt ional)

Ver sion  2  fo r  ch am ber  en sem b le

f lute and/ or elect r ic v iolin
alt o saxophone

cello (opt ional bar itone sax doubling)
v ibes
guit ar

elect r ic bass
piano

drum  set

THIS SCORE IS USED FOR BOTH VERSIONS
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2003
for alto sax and chamber ensemble 

Driven John Oliver

Note: A version exists with flute & elec. bass parts played by guitar synth. 

*Drums

Driven 3/4/03

Drums
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13 l.v.

19 33
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27

34

39

GENERAL OBSERVATI ONS
The f lute and elect r ic bass par t s are wr it t en out  versions of what  sounds when the guit ar  synthesizer  is used (wit h m inor  
m odif icat ions of f lut e bars 91- 94,  e.bass bars 149- 154 & 165- 170) .  The piece was conceived of for  guit ar  synthesizer .  
However ,  if  unavailable,  f lut e and elect r ic bass m ay be added.  See below for  details on guit ar  par t .

The two m oods of DRI VEN are t he shor t  snappy ar t iculat ion of t he opening and the legato fugal sect ion star t ing at  bar  
111.  Care should be t aken t o note t he point s of change in t he gradual shif t ing process t hat  leads from  the clear  fugal 
t ex ture t hat  st ar t s at  bar  120 t o t he m ass of t r iplet s around bar  169.  Ar t iculat ion cont rast s are especially  im por tant .

The piece is t o be played generally  loud.  Expression and m usical int ernal dynam ics are not  of t en notated,  leav ing t hese 
t o t he m usicians’ int erpret at ion.  Musicians are encouraged t o exper im ent  w it h and observe changes in t ex t ure and 
ar r ival point s.  Dynam ic shaping should be added t o m ax im ize t he effect iveness of t he m usic and m ay be alt ered 
depending on t he per form ance sit uat ion.  For  exam ple,  t he r ising line in t he fugal sect ion can be played wit h t he 
crescendo suggested in t he score,  but  another  layer  of  loudness evolut ion could be added whereby t he whole passage 
get s louder  or  soft er .  

NOTATI ON
A drum  set  wit h k ick,  snare,  hi- hats,  3 t om s, and 4 
cym bals can be used in eit her  version of t he piece.  The 
m usician should v iew the par t  as a star t ing point  and is 
f ree t o elaborat e and add.

3 t om s

sp lash  cr ash  ch ina r ide ( bell)

h i - h at
sn ar e

bass drum

MI CROTONES

à - three quarter-tones sharp (or a 1/4-tone sharper than #)

á - 1/4-tone sharp

— - three quarter-tones flat (or a 1/4-tone flatter than !)

â - 1/4-tone flat

Arrows attached to any accidental mean the note is shifted up or down slightly, 

approximately 1/6th of a tone.

è - approximately 1/6th-tone flatter than flat

î - approximately 1/6th-tone sharper than natural

å - approximately 1/6th-tone sharper than sharp

GUI TAR PART
The guit ar ist  m ay play an am plif ied classical or  elect r ic guit ar ,  which m ust  have MI DI  capabilit y  for  version 1.  I n version 
1,  t he guit ar ist  should play a synthesizer  capable of producing two t ones,  a f lut e and a bass,  and t hey should be 
indiv idually  t ransposable.  The guit ar  par t  cont ains references t o pat ch changes on a synt hesizer .  The com poser  used t he 
ROLAND GR- 33 guit ar  synthesizer  w it h GODI N Mult iac Grand Classical guit ar .
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for chamber ensemble 

Driven
commissioned by Ensemble Symposium

John Oliver

© John Oliver 2005
Oliver: Driven 5/28/07
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or over snare
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(See Introduction for notation and instrumentation)
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Full ensemble versionOliver: Driven 5/28/07

Fl./Vn

5

& QQQ ,P ,P . . E .!Ö E .QÖ F . . .PÖ . . E .!Ö E .QÖ F . . .PÖ

A.Sax & QQQQQQ # # . . E .!Ö
E .P !Ö

F .Q !! . .PÖ . . E .!Ö
E .P !Ö

F .Q !! . .P .Q . . E .!Ö
E .P !Ö

F .Q !! . .P .

VC
% QQQ # # . . E .!Ö

E .Q !Ö
F .!! . .PÖ . . E .!Ö

E .Q !Ö
F .!! . .P .Q . . E .!Ö

E .Q !Ö
F .!! . .P .Q

Vib & QQQ # # . .
E
.!Ö
E
.Q !Ö
F
.!
!
. .PÖ . .

E
.!Ö
E
.Q !Ö
F
.!
!
. .P .Q . .

E
.!Ö
E
.Q !Ö
F
.!
!
. .P .

Gtr &)
QQQ ,P ,P ,P ,P

. . E .!Ö E .QÖ F . . .PÖ . . E .!Ö E .QÖ F . . .PÖ

E.Bass
%) QQQ ,P ,P . . E .!Ö

E .QÖ
F . . .PÖ . . E .!Ö

E .QÖ
F . . .PÖ

Pno

& QQQ
.. .

E
.!Ö
E

.Q !Ö
F
.!
!
. .PÖ .. .

E
.!Ö
E

.Q !Ö
F
.!
!
. .PÖ

% QQQ ,P ,Pk

.. .
E
.!Ö
E

.Q !Ö
F
.!
!
. .P .Q

.. .
E
.
!
Ö
E

.Q
!
Ö
F
.
!!
. .P .Q

.. .
E
.!Ö
E

.Q !Ö
F
.!
!
. .P .Q

.. .
E
.
!
Ö
E

.Q
!
Ö
F
.
!!
. .P .Q

Drums ( 1 1 9# 555
f©
1

jf© 1 0 E E 1! 0 1
. . . . . . 1 0 E E 1! 0 1

. . . . . .



www.jo
hn

oli
ve

rm
us

ic.
co

m
3

Full ensemble versionOliver: Driven 5/28/07
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Full ensemble versionOliver: Driven 5/28/07

Fl./Vn
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