Related Links
Here are some of my favourite links for your enjoyment.

Societies, Clubs and Organizations

· Orchid Society of Alberta (Edmonton): http://www.orchidsalberta.com
· Foothills Orchid Society (Calgary): http://members.shaw.ca/foothillsorchidsociety
· Canadian Orchid Congress: http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca
· American Orchid Society: http://www.orchidweb.org
· Orchid Species Preservation Foundation (Edmonton, Muttart Conservatory): http://www.orchidspecies.ca
· Wagner Natural Area Society (Edmonton – relevant to native orchids and other plants): http://wagner.fanweb.ca/
· Edmonton Naturalization Group (native plants, etc.):  http://eng.fanweb.ca/
Forums:

· Slippertalk Orchid Forum (slipper orchid discussion): http://www.slippertalk.com (my username: Parvi_17)
· Orchid Board: http://www.orchidboard.com (my former username: Slipperfreak)
· Scottish Rock Garden Club Forum:  http://www.srgc.org.uk/smf/
· International Cypripedium Forum: http://www.cypripedium.de/forum
Blogs:

· My blog, Joe’s Orchids and Perennials: http://joesorchids.blogspot.com
· An Iowa Garden: http://iowagarden.blogspot.com
· Whorled Peas and Other Botanical Musings: http://cypripedieae.blogspot.com
Informative Sites:
· Old Scottish Rock Garden Club Forum (now inactive, but great for info and photos): http://www.srgc.org.uk/cgi-bin/discus/discus.cgi
· Frosch Exclusive Perennials (info on Cyp hybrids): http://www.cypripedium.de
· Antec Laboratory (former Paph/Phrag vendor): http://www.ladyslipper.com
· SlipperOrchid.com (former vendor): http://www.slipperorchid.com
· Svante Malmgren’s website (website of famous Cyp hybridizer – hardy orchid info): http://www.lidaforsgarden.com/Orchids/engelsk.htm
Canadian Orchid Vendors:

Note that some of these have great info too.
· Paramount Orchids (Calgary, highly recommended): http://www.paramountorchids.com
· Planteck Biotechnologies (Quebec, hardy orchids): http://www.planteck.com
· Forestview Gardens (Vancouver, highly recommended, specializes in Paphs): http://www.fvgardens.com
· Cloud’s Orchids (Ontario, many, often rare Paphs): http://www.cloudsorchids.com
· Garden Slippers (Calgary, Cyps): http://www.gardenslippers.com
· Zephyrus Orchids (Ontario, mainly Paphs, some very rare ones but expensive): http://www.zephyrusorchids.com
· Fraser’s Thimble Farms (Salt Spring Island, hardy orchids and collector’s perennials): http://www.thimblefarms.com
· Orchids in Our Tropics (Ontario): http://www.orchidsinourtropics.com
Other:

· Greenland Garden Centre – this is where I am working this spring/summer. Highly recommended nursery in Edmonton-Sherwood Park: http://www.greenlandgarden.com 
· Hole’s Greenhouses & Gardens (highly recommended, Edmonton-St. Albert): http://www.holesonline.com
· Keehns Carnivores (Canadian CP vendor, highly recommended): http://www.keehnscarnivores.com
Recommended Readings
I firmly believe that reading is extremely important if you want to achieve success in gardening, and especially orchid growing. Although the Internet is an invaluable resource and is full of information, there are some books out there that Internet articles simply can’t compare to. Over the years I have developed a fairly large library of books related to my hobby. Below have a look at some of my favourites, and look for them at your local library or book store!

Gardening Books
Lois Hole’s Perennial Favorites, Lois Hole, 1995. I have many gardening books and books on perennials, and most of them are quite so-so. This one, however, is an almost unbeatable reference for anyone interested in perennial gardening. Canadian celebrity gardener, former Governor General of Alberta, and former owner of the esteemed Hole’s Greenhouses and Gardens (St. Albert, Alberta) Lois Hole lists her 100 favorite perennial varieties for beauty and hardiness, and explains all the details about how to grow them and why they are in the book. Simply an excellent reference. My only problem with this book is that it is a little outdated, and therefore many newer varieties are not mentioned. This can be found in garden centers, book shops, and supermarkets across Canada for around $20.
Orchid Books
It is really difficult for me to find an orchid book that does not contain some invalid information, or misleading or irrelevant information. I don’t think there is a book out there that is perfect, but if you look hard you can find a few that are close. I usually dislike the general “orchids for dummies” type books, which are designed for beginners and try to cover a broad range of plants – they are often quite inaccurate. I prefer books that specialize in one genus or group of similar genera (alliances) – often referred to as monographs. However, these can be hard to find. Anyway, here are some of my favourites from my library:
Orchids For Every Home: The Beginner’s Guide to Growing Beautiful, Easy Care Orchids, Wilma Ritterhausen, 2004. I knew I would have to include at least one of these so-called “orchids for dummies” books, because every beginner needs a good place to start. Of the many general orchid books that I have come across and own, this is the best one. Not only is it pretty accurate, but it outlines everything in a simple, easy-to-understand manner while teaching the beginner about orchid terminology and science, which are things I think are essential to learn. Every genus is given a short section that outlines general care and characteristics, followed by several pages of more detailed information and photos of some of the most popular varieties. There is also an introductory section with detailed culture information for all orchids, and information on propagation, etc. This was published by the Reader’s Digest, so it doesn’t surprise me it is a good book. Highly recommended to all beginning orchid growers – read this book before you buy your first plant! It is available in Canada at Chapters for $40, a worthy investment.
The Genus Cypripedium, Philip Cribb, 1997. This is a more advanced read for those who are interested in Cypripediums, the temperate lady’s slippers. It is mostly a taxonomical/botanical monograph, but there is some very valuable information given on cultivation. The book is also richly illustrated with photographs and paintings. Considered the “Cyp Grower’s Bible”, it is an essential buy if you are serious about these plants. Though it is a little outdated and thus has very little information on the recent outbreak of Cyp hybrids, the info on species is phenomenal. This book is now hard to find and expensive. The last I saw it was on the Canadian website www.orchidsbooks.com, for around $180.

The Genus Paphiopedilum 2nd Edition, Philip Cribb, 1999. The most recent edition of this well-known monograph by esteemed slipper orchid expert Philip Cribb. This book outlines cultivation, but mainly botany of Paphiopedilum species. It is a read for very serious growers who want to learn a bit more about the science of these plants (not really a horticultural book). It is now a bit outdated, but still a good read. Packed with photographs and paintings. Like the previous book, it is rare and expensive. On Orchids Books it is currently going for almost $120.

Tropical Slipper Orchids, Harold Koopowitz, 2006. This is by far the best slipper orchid book available currently. It covers both Paphiopedilum and Phragmipedium, with very detailed information on species and the most popular hybrids. It is jam-packed with information on culture, propagation, breeding, history, and botany. Also very well-illustrated. Written by well-known Paph breeder and co-owner of Paphanatics UNLimited, Harold Koopowitz. Very highly recommended to slipper orchid growers of any experience level.  It can be found in Canada at Chapters for around $60.
Growing Hardy Orchids, John Tullock, 2005. This is a well-rounded guide for growing hardy and half-hardy orchids. Unfortunately it is targeted at an American audience, so there are some discrepancies between what is outlined in the book and what I have found from experience and local sources. However, it is great for American growers and still very useful for growers from outside the US. It has a particularly excellent section on Cypripedium acaule and on Bletilla striata, as well as on propagation. Be cautioned, however, that there are a few inaccuracies particularly in hardiness ratings and other details on species-specific culture. As well, there is a heavy emphasis on bog gardening which I don’t believe is necessary for successful hardy orchid cultivation. Anyway, overall a good read. Again, available in Canada at Chapters for around $40.
Gardener’s Guide to Growing Hardy Perennial Orchids, William Mathis, 2005. This was written by the owner of the Wild Orchid Company in the US. It is a short but informative read that is almost entirely a horticultural resource, making it useful for those who want to skip the scientific mumbo-jumbo. It is, quite simply, a gardener’s manual for growing hardy orchids. It is full of very good information on all the most popular hardy genera. Highly recommended. It can be found in Canada on orchidsbooks.com for around $25, which makes it very cost-effective as well.

I will add more publications to this section as time permits.
