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This article is intended to show the beginner slipper grower how to get a plant to bloom. Generally, for your first plant, you buy it in bloom. You bring it home, and it looks pretty for a couple weeks tops, and then the bloom dies. Then you ask yourself, “Why did the bloom die? Did I do something wrong?” The answer is probably no. Blooms don’t last forever, and chances are the plant you brought home had already been in bloom for a while before you bought it, plus the change in conditions from greenhouse to home would decrease the bloom’s longevity. The next time the plant blooms, it will have adjusted to your conditions and will bloom for much longer. So now you ask, “Well Joe, how long will it take for the plant to bloom again and how do I get it to do that?” Well, most slippers bloom annually, usually around the same time each year. A slipper can bloom at any time of the year. If you buy a plant in bloom in February 2009, it should bloom again in February 2010. Now for a first-time grower, this isn’t guaranteed. I’m not saying that you will kill the plant, just that the plant will likely be stressed out the first few months as it adjusts to your conditions and as you figure out how to grow it right. During this time it will likely grow slowly, or not at all, and it will take longer to bloom again, say maybe 18 months. If you can get your first plant to bloom a year or less after you bought it in bloom, you are good! Some plants (even within the two genera we’re talking about here) are just slow growers and will take a year and a half, 2 years or more to bloom again every time. Paph multifloral types are pretty well-known for this, as well as some Parvis. Most Phrags in my experience bloom pretty reliably every year and sometimes more often. 
How long it takes for a plant to flower again depends entirely on how fast it matures its growths. Paphs and Phrags never bloom again from the same growth – after a growth blooms, the spike dies and eventually so does the growth. But from the base of the old growth, new ones will form and mature over the course of about 10 months on average. After a growth matures, it can bloom at any time. If you want a growth to mature fast, treat your plant like a god! Go out of your way to please the plant, and it will please you. It really doesn’t take much, most of the time. You’ll learn that some Paphs especially have specific requirements in order to grow and bloom (and I’ll talk about these in later articles). Find out what they are and satisfy them, and you’ll be rewarded! Now once a growth matures, it will usually need some encouragement to produce flowers. Here are some tips:

· The biggest thing is diurnal temperature variation. This means the difference between day and night temperatures. We want a minimum of a 5-6 C diurnal range, all the time (so for example, you might have day temps of 22 C and night ones of 17 C – a diurnal range of 5 C). Most homes provide this difference naturally, especially during the winter. If you crank your heat up at night, stop it! Turn it down and sleep under blankets – your plants will thank you for it. There are many Paphs and Phrags that will bloom with only this tip followed (provided of course they are healthy). A thermometer is a good investment if you are serious about orchids – buy a digital min/max model so you can monitor high and low temps. These run about $20 in department stores and home improvement stores.
· Next is summer and winter temp differences, and resting. Whenever you buy a plant from a nursery, it will be classified as a “warm”, “intermediate”, or “cool” grower. Most Paphs and Phrags are intermediate, with a few exceptions. Warm growers like high (daytime) summer temps of 29-32 C and low (night time) winter temps of around 18-20 C. Intermediate growers like high summer temps of around 23-29 C and low winter temps of around 15-17 C. Cool growers like high summer temps of around 18-20 C and low winter temps of around 10-12 C. Generally plants will respond better to winter temp ranges that are slightly cooler than summer ones. Some plant require a winter “rest”, where temperatures are cool and watering and fertilizing are reduced, in order to flower. I know of no Phrags that have this requirement and only a couple Paphs, and even those Paphs need only a slight rest – slippers are not resters. Anyway, with any orchid, choose the temp class that you can provide without hardship. Because most Paphs and Phrags are intermediate growers, they make excellent houseplants as you don’t have to go out of your way to change temperatures.
· Last thing is fertilizing. If you switch to a high phosphorus fertilizer when a growth matures, you can often get it to spike faster. Some plants respond better to this than others.

When your mature growth begins to spike, you’ll notice a swelling at the base if you gently squeeze it, and soon a sheath will form from the centre of the growth. A sheath looks like a leaf at first, but soon bud(s) will appear from inside it. You must be patient as the spike grows – it will take a minimum of 6 weeks for any Paph or Phrag to bloom from sheath, and often longer. Some take 6 months! While the spike is growing make sure that the plant continues to receive good care, with even watering, fertilizing, good light, etc. If you make an error in care the flower(s) could turn out deformed or the bud could even blast. As well, after the bloom opens, changes in environment could shorten its longevity. Most Paphs will bloom for 4-6 weeks at a time; some longer and some shorter. Phrags are longer bloomers. Any sequentially flowering plant, whether a Paph or Phrag, will bloom for a very long time, with individual blooms lasting around 2-3 weeks.
