DNB School Council 

Minutes

March 17, 2008
Present: Jane Paul (Chair), Lorie Skaper Burtch, Tony Skaper, Timothy Beals, Leslie Gray, Leslie Barnes, Kurtis Leinweber (Ex-Officio)

Guests: Jason Cox (Board Member), Bill McGregor (Board Member), Cindy Van de Busche, Kim ??
1. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:32 p.m.
2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of November 26, 2007.  Moved: T. Beale; Seconded: L. Gray.  Carried
3. Reports:
a. Chair (J. Paul)
i. Board policies:
1. Student behavior and conduct (1-201) – K. Leinweber briefly reviewed the history and the principles behind the policy.
2. Transportation of students to campus (1-601).  Questions about either of these policies should be directed to Meredith Poole (Central admin)
ii. Council recruitment – New members for next year.  Perhaps we should consider an AGM in June (elections).  Council could start work right away in September.  Current council members interested in returning for the 2008-2009 year include: Tim Beale, Lorrie Skaper-Burtch, Tony Skaper, Leslie Barnes.  Cindy van de Busche is also interested  Please submit, to Jane, at least one name of someone who might be interested in participating on the council next year.  Also, the new version of the  volunteer form has been sent home in the registration package.

iii. ASC:

1.  Character Fund update: approximately 80% of all major character fund requests were approved; 100% of minor requests were approved.  DNB received $4,800.00 of our $6,000.00 request.
2. Casino – Renfrew Council has acquired the not-for-profit status required to access Casino funds.  They can now proceed with their application to access casino funds.  Note: casino regulation prohibits the sharing of funds between organizations (i.e. funds raised by Renfrew stay with Renfrew).  This will likely effect the “Character Fund” as no funds raised by the Renfrew group can be distributed to the other FFCA campuses.  Councils need to set-up different bodies to access and manage casino funds (i.e. DNB would need to establish a  ‘Friends’ of FFCA/DNB group in addition to the Council – members can sit on both councils). L. Barnes has agreed to investigate for DNB (requirements, forms, etc).
iv. On-line Auction:  A huge success (no specifics re: $$$s yet)!!
1. 1500 items were donated (150 from DNB campus)
2. Over 100 unclaimed items; most of the valuable items have been claimed; short about $300.00.  Unclaimed items will be stored for next year’s auction or returned to donor based on specific donations
3. Need to know the expenses – this is the first time with PayPal.
4. Feedback and meeting to review the process will take place in a few weeks
v. Volunteer Report: Statistics are not complete; best case is 5 hours per family.  Not good enough!
b. Treasurer:  Bindhu Sidhu has tendered her resignation as Treasurer ; Tony Skaper has offered to take this role.  Motion: To accept the resignation of Bindhu Sindhu as Treasurer and accept Tony Skaper as the new Treasurer. Moved by: J. Paul; Seconded: K. Leinweber; Carried.
c. Fundraising (K. Leinweber): “Lights, Camera, Auction” – organized and advertised as a ‘partner’ event to the Online Auction (a kick-start to the Auction) and included a talent show and a preview/display of the items which would be up for auction.  As a fundraiser, the event could not be called a success but as a community-building event it was excellent; perhaps the best ‘event’ night thus far. Unfortunately, only 25 parents attended; it was hoped that 200-300 adults would be in attendance.  We need to build on the students’ perspective of it being a great event!    

d. Health and wellness (T. Skaper): Working on a draft of the health and wellness plan (to include diet, exercise, sleep …)
e. Character and leadership:
i. Challenge Day: Krista Royers is the Teacher Coordinator of Challenge Days; Leslie Gray, assists.  Prior to the event and as an ‘introduction’ to Challenge Days, David Addy spoke to both the kids and to a small group of interested parents.  Challenge Days were very successful – participating parents really enjoyed the event; four DNB/Challenge Days alumni, returned as leaders at the events.  As a school, we are very committed to Challenge Days and parental support and participation are critical!  Looking to schedule Challenge Days for September/October of 2008.
f. Uniform (L. Skaper-Burtch):
i. Halpren’s shopping days for FFCA – June 2nd and 4th will be ‘shopping days for FFCA at Halpren’s.  Halpren’s has joined with another company (Beatty).
ii. Look forward to ‘on-line’ ordering.

iii. Proposed revisions to the FFCA uniforms (2009-2010) were distributed and briefly reviewed.  Goal is for a consistent look.

g. Principal (K. Leinweber)
i. Registration – packages have been mailed; submission deadline is March 20th.  Planning for next year (staffing, #s etc. will commence after Spring Break)
ii. Program Changes – Science 20 and 30 will be offered next year (these are not university prep courses).  Also English 20-2 and Social Studies 20-2 (both grade 11 courses) will be offered.  These changes will require 1.5-2 new staff).  Pure Math ‘excellence’ – a huge increase in test results.

iii. Athletics – Basketball teams were very successful this year.

iv. Rapport Leadership – Most students in grade 10 and 11 have taken this.  Twenty-two students attended the mid-March program (2007)and had an amazing time.  To date, 90 students from DNB have now attended this training.
h. Student Union Report – changes continue; looking for new members.
i. Board report (J. Cox and B. McGregor) – Pleased to be at the meeting of the DNB school council (wanted to know how our council/school operates re: meetings, activities).
i. Modified school calendar – Report has been presented to the Board for consideration.  The Board will review.

ii. School Uniform Committee – Board has accepted the report form the Uniform Committee.  How and when the ‘uniform regulations’ are to be reviewed (annually, semi-annually) is to be determined.

iii. Facilities Issues: Many things are in the works; new Minister of Education (Hancock) has just been appointed.
iv. Board Elections to take place at the end of May – nine positions to be filled; six current members are interested in returning; six other individuals have also expressed interest.  Deadline for running for office – May 1, 2008.  May 28 will be the elections (elections done by ‘kiddie’ mail).  These positions are two-year terms. 

4. Old Business:
a. Night of the Phoenix (K. Leinweber): Awards night to be held either in June or September (pros and cons of a June date: students are still ‘here’ but not all grades are available for consideration re: awards; June is a good time as a positive way to end the year).
5. New Business:

a. Future Leaders Day (Global Petroleum Show): Werklund is the official ‘charity’ of this year’s Global Petroleum Show and on June 12th  75 grade 10-12 students can attend from DNB (due to exams, only grade 10 and 11 students can apply to attend). Students will spend the morning experiencing the Global Petroleum Show from a front-line perspective.  Applications must be submitted to the DNB office no later than April 4, 2007.  All early applicants will be entered in a draw to win an Ipod Touch.

b. Critical Questions

i. Are students taking all 3 sciences able to also take a second language (i.e. Spanish)?  No, due to mandatory leadership classes, students who choose to take all 3 sciences will not have room for a second language in their timetables.

ii. Is there a SU handbook of guidelines?  No, while there a three handbooks which deal with this, they are working on developing a single SU handbook.

iii. C. Van de Busche wanted to express her thanks and gratitude to the school for the incredible leadership and character opportunities offered to her son (Party Day, Challenge, Rapport). 

6. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn. Moved: L. Gray; Seconded: T. Skaper; Carried.

