                         How long is your season “up there”?
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Technically speaking the sailing season here never really ends. It is possible to sail year round and a lot of people do. 
When I first moved here I had my boat in a slip for two years and did a lot of winter sailing. Only daysails however as my boat does not have heat and the temperature at night routinely goes down to freezing. The actual “sailing” part is better in the winter with more consistent winds… and more wildlife. I can remember some glorious sailing days in the winter. I remember some downright cold ones too… and sailing on a sunny New Years day in shirtsleeves.
 I also remember not stepping onto the boat for three weeks at a time. Winter storm events can last for several days. Winter cruising around here often translates into staying tied up to some marina dock for days at a time, listening to the weather broadcast every six hours… ugly weather can be around for weeks in December, January or February.
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I now keep my boat on the trailer and since I will not launch for anything less than a three day cruise, my sailing season starts April 15th and ends October 15th.  
From April 15th to the beginning of June winds are brisk, nights are cool and the water temperature is in the mid fifties. There is still lots of snow left on the mountains and there is very little boat traffic.
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“Real Summer” arrives when the Pacific High establishes itself and sets the pattern for the summer jet stream track. This can occur anytime between the beginning of June and the middle of July. If the Pacific High is late in arriving (2005 holds the record for that, July 15th), the month of June can be very wet. Some people refer to this phenomenon as the “June Monsoons”
In the summer, long periods of high pressure are separated by short periods of lows. High pressure periods mean hot sunny days with little or no wind in the afternoon. Winds develop after dark and blow strong all night from the northwest, nighttime gale warnings are common. After sunup this wind moderates some and continues till around midday when it usually dies off completely. The water temperature climbs to the high sixties and higher in some areas. 
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Low pressure systems bring southeast winds and rain. The best approach to cruising here during the “height” of summer is to launch as soon as the last raindrop has fallen but while the low is still around. This usually provides for a couple of days of spirited sailing under overcast skies followed by sunny, hot weather…Get up early in the morning, sail somewhere and spend the afternoon doing something else, like exploring the many narrow and steep sided inlets under power or finding a beach.
Sometime in September nights turn cool again but the daytime temperatures stay warm and even hot. Fresh winds pick up again. This generally lasts until the middle of October and makes for a great time to cruise some areas that are very busy in the summer (like Desolation Sound or the Gulf Islands). After Labour Day boat traffic drops off dramatically.
Thanksgiving weekend (mid October) is usually when I put everything away, put an electric heater in the boat and cover it…just like the other sailors who live where the water “gets hard”…
                                 To return to “Ocean Whisper” click on the back button
