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Recently I was asked to describe 
parts of the military uniforms from 
the Revolutionary period.  While I 
am no expert in this area of study, 
I do have some information that 
may be of use to Branch members 
hence I intend to write a series of 
articles on this topic.  The first for 
this edition is the “GORGET” 
which is the small silver crescent 
shaped device worn by officers during the period.  This device 
is essentially a symbol of 
status or authority.   
It was a throwback to the 
days of Knights where it was 
a collar generally made of 
steel or leather and worn 
under and attached to the 

breastplate and back plate of a suit of armour or alone over a 
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doublet as a symbol of status.  Functionally it was designed to protect the neck of the wearer in 
battle against swords and other non-projectile weapons. 
As early as 1688, regulations provided for the wearing of gorgets by Swedish army officers.  For 
those of Captain’s rank the gorget was gilt with the King’s monogram under a crown in blue 
enamel, while more junior officers wore silver-plated gorgets with the initials in gold. 

During the 18th and 19th 
centuries, crescent-shaped 
gorgets of silver were worn 
by officers in most 
European armies, both as a 
badge of rank and an 
indication they were on 
duty.  These last survivals 
of armour were much 
smaller that their medieval 
predecessors and were 
suspended by chains or 
ribbons.  In the British 
service they carried the 
Royal Coat of Arms until 
1796 and thereafter the 
Royal Cypher or King’s 

monogram.  The Cypher was also used on buildings and arms carried by his troops including 
cannon.  In this case it is similar to our UELAC badge but with a crown on top and the wreath 
eliminated. 

 
 

Gorgets ceased to be worn by British army officers in 1830 and by their French counterparts 
20 years later.  They were still worn to a limited extent in the Imperial German Army until 
1941 and by the Spanish infantry until 1931. 

 
 
 
Robert J Rogers UE has been a member of the United Empire Loyalist Association since 1978 and is 
a Past President of the Victoria Branch, Past President of the Edmonton Branch and former Regional 
Councillor for the Prairie Region.  He has written one book on the French & Indian War through the 
American Revolution and the Loyalist Migration called “Rising above Circumstances” and has 
another in preparation.  He and his wife Dorothy reside in St. Albert. 
�
�
�
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Victoria Day, 2009, Her Excellency The Governor General Michaelle Jean issued a 
most gracious message underlining the role of HM, which we are happy to reprint 
herewith:  

May 15, 2009 

Victoria Day provides Canadians with an opportunity to rejoice in our heritage and to 
pay homage to Her Majesty The Queen. It is also a day to remember past kings and 
queens who were instrumental in building this country.  

The Crown in Canada is a vital part of our national identity, and that bond is 
strengthened by the love and respect Canadians have for the Royal Family. As we 
continue to grow as a country we remember and honour our past, while celebrating our 
sovereignty and the bright future to which every Canadian contributes.  

On Victoria Day, let us toast Her Majesty, reflect on our history and celebrate the 
country we all call home. 1 wish you all a most enjoyable day.  

Michaelle Jean 
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EDMONTON BRANCH 
MEMBERSHIP FORM (E1)                   NEW 

Year ending December 31, 2010                                                             RENEWAL             
               BRANCH ONLY 

NAME ____________________________________________________________                       
                     (Please use UE after your name if you have received your certificate) 

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ 
 
                                                                 POSTAL CODE ____________________ 
 
PHONE: ______________home ______________work ______________cell 
 
E-Mail address _____________________________________________________                                                
 
Ancestor(s) Name ___________________________________________________                       
                            (Please be sure to list Ancestor’s Christian and Surname) 
 
Edmonton Branch membership (single)  $45.00                
Half-year Membership (after June 30)   $25.00                
 
Edmonton Branch Family Membership  $60.00 _______ 
Half-year Family Membership (list on back)  $30.00                
Friends of Edmonton Branch                                    $10.00 _______ 
Branch only membership 
(must be a member of another branch)   $___________ 
       
Gift to Edmonton Branch     $                       
 
Late Payment on Renewal (after Dec. 31)   $5.00  
 
  TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED     $                              
PLEASE COMPLETE  BACK OF FORM WITH FURTHER INFORMAT ION 
 
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO EDMONTON BRANCH UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS’ 
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA. (DO NOT SEND CASH IN THE MAIL) 
 
Give or Mail this form, with payment, to: 
Earle Fladager, Treasurer, 
Edmonton Branch, U.E.L.A.C.    cheque #                          cash                       
9304 Ottewell Road      Receipt #                  card issued                   
Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2C9             date                                                               
Assoc       Regular        Family_____ Branch Only Over please to complete registration  --- 
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FAMILY MEMBERSHIP - list spouse and all family members at same address 
 
SPOUSE                                                                                      
 
CHILDREN                                                                                 
                                                                                  
 
                                                                                  
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                
 
Do you possess any skills, or have an occupation, that you would be willing  
to volunteer to the Edmonton Branch?                                                                                                              
 
Are you willing to serve on the executive of the Branch?                                 
 
What position might be most appealing to you?                                                                                

Privacy Statement  

�--��� 1��A�����#�����''
���������� I�� �����$����� ������*�������� �-��"�� ����(����
"�"(����������(?�������!� 1��#�)�� ���� ����5$��&� ��
��"* ���)�#�� ���>������ �� ����-�
6���
��B&�)�6C���
"�����������$������������"�����

 ������������*$������"(������
�
�"� ���

�������-���"�"(������
��*�������5$ �� �-�� "�� ��� �����#����
�(#�&�)�6���
�
�
"�����������$������""�� �����% �$�"�"(�����$����$ �"� ��
 ��� (�� ����-�
*�(� ��� ����� 7���$��)�#�� ���<���$����) �$�����$� �)�#�� ���@�I

�������$����$������������
��$����$�����*$���������� ��
��"� ����<����$���"�"(���$ *�
 �-��"�� ��� ��*�(� �$�
� ����#�*�(� ��� ���������� �#�%�(�� ���% �$����%� �����*��" �� ���
���� ��"�"(���$ *� �-��"�� ���*��1 
�
������#���$�� ������ I�� ��������""��� ������ �#���
Any concerns should be raised with the executive or at a regular meeting. 
 
ARE YOU WILLING TO HAVE YOUR NAME ENTERED IN THIS D ATA BASE? 
 
YES        NO  
 
Membership Information please contact: 
Membership Committee: 
Shona Wards, U.E.    Doreen Dimitroff, U.E. 
5203 – 97A  Avenue, N.W.   5507 -  102 Avenue, N.W. 
Edmonton, AB  T6B 1C9   Edmonton, AB T6A 0N1 
780-469-4333     780-469-7652 

 
(REVISED 2009-09-17) 


