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FROM MOSCOW TO MONGOLIA - PORSCHE® CARS NORTH AMERICA TEAMS PREPARE FOR THE RIGORS OF THE 2007 TRANSSYBERIA RALLYE

Three-car North American team has sights set on victory, but knows the event will be no “Sunday stroll in the park.” 

ATLANTA, July 30, 2007 --- The three-Cayenne® team that comprises Team North America will be manned by drivers and co-drivers who are no strangers to the concept of endurance racing, both on road and off. From the desolate Baja Desert, to the high banks and long nights of Daytona International Speedway, to the dark treacherous woods and rutted back roads of Pro Rally, to the thin air and unforgiving turns that make up the Pikes Peak Hill Climb, the members of the team understand the questions and the dangers that await them.

 Beginning August 3rd in Moscow, the three Porsche Cayennes SUVs will set out on the 4,412-mile (7,100-km) route that traverses the Ural Mountains, races up the jagged peaks of the Altai Mountains, continues across the barren plains of Mongolia and then sprints through the unforgiving Gobi Desert, before it reaches the finish line on August 17th in Ulaanbaatar, the capitol of Mongolia.

“Most people can’t conceive how long that is,” said Jeff Zwart, Driver of the USA 2 entry. “It is tantamount to driving from Alaska to the Panama Canal or from New York City to Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. That’s a long way in anyone’s book.” 

Despite the trials that lay ahead of them, every member of Team North America is looking forward to the event. 

“I expect the Transsyberia Rallye will be one of the true great adventures on earth,” said Paul Dallenbach, a member of the famous Dallenbach racing family and co-driver of the USA 2 entry. “It is the unknown of what we are about to encounter that makes the event so exciting and such a challenge.”

While there are other longer rallies in the world, there are few that combine the distances and the brutal conditions Team North America will experience. “The last marathon rally I ran was a 10,000-mile event,” offered Zwart, veteran of both on and off-road rallies, races and hillclimbs. “Although the Transsyberia is not as long, it will be much more difficult due to the harsh terrain. I’m sure we’ll see every type of driving condition and situation possible on the tortuous route, which will make for a truly amazing trip.” 

Kees Nierop, driver of the Canada 1 entry, and winner of numerous long distance races, including the 12 Hours of Sebring, knows all about endurance racing and anticipates the uniqueness the Transsyberia Rallye provides. “On the racing side, I know the key to success will be teamwork,” said Nierop, who will share the entry with Canadian journalist Laurance Yap. “This means quick yet prudent driving and excellent navigation. At the same time, the different cultures and customs we will experience along the way will make this event a story for us to tell for the rest of our lives!” 

Joined by the USA 1 entry of famed rally and off-road driver Rod Millen and navigator Richard Kelsey, Team North America will be nearly self-contained for the 15-day adventure. With the exception of food, they must carefully pack all their needed supplies in the cargo area of their Cayennes. This includes the equipment necessary for eight nights camping out in the wilds of Mongolia.

Making their debut in the Transsyberia Rallye, the Cayennes fielded by Team North America are all-new 2008 Porsche Cayenne S Transsyberia models specially built and prepared by Porsche for long-distance rallies. They have been modified primarily to meet required safety regulations (roll cages and padding; additional safety belts, etc) and to enhance off-road durability (skid plates; auxiliary lighting, etc). The mechanical components of these specially prepared Cayennes remain unchanged including their new 4.8-liter, 385 horsepower direct injection engines.  

“It is a huge honor for me to be part of Team North America as we take on the challenges of the Transsyberia Rallye,” added Nierop. “I feel we have the best possible people and equipment available to win one of the world’s toughest events.”  

For further information on the 2008 Porsche Cayenne TransSyberia, go to: www.porsche.com/all/Transsyberia2007/international.aspx. For additional information on the 2007 edition of the TransSyberian Rallye, go to: www.Transsyberia-rallye.de  

Porsche Cars North America, Inc. (PCNA), based in Atlanta, Ga., and its subsidiary, Porsche Cars Canada, Ltd., are the exclusive importers of Porsche sports cars and Cayenne sport utility vehicles for the United States and Canada. A wholly owned, indirect subsidiary of Dr. Ing.h.c. F. Porsche AG, PCNA employs approximately 250 people who provide Porsche vehicles, parts, service, marketing and training for its 213 U.S. and Canadian dealers. They, in turn, provide Porsche owners with best-in-class service.
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