PORSCHE CARS NORTH AMERICA ANNOUNCES CANADA'S ENTRY IN THE 2007 TRANSSYBERIAN RALLYE

'Team Canada' to tackle one of the most challenging rallye routes ever in a specially prepared 2008 Porsche Cayenne


Atlanta, June 19, 2007 --  A Canadian crew with a local B.C. element will be among three entries from Porsche Cars North America competing in this year's gruelling Transsyberian Rallye.  Lead driver for “Team Canada' will be Kelowna's Kees Nierop who is paired up with Toronto journalist Laurance Yap for the event.

Nierop has a long and successful history with Porsche including an overall victory in the legendary 12 Hours of Sebring as well as numerous other endurance victories.  He was Rothmans Porsche Cup Champion, a factory driver in the Le Mans 24 hour race and introduced the fabled Porsche 961 to the racing world at Daytona.  Laurance Yap is an award-winning journalist and photographer who writes for such publications as Driven, the Toronto Star and CanadianDriver.com.

In addition to 'Team Canada', 49 other international teams will be facing the “Steppes of Russia”, the challenging foothills of the Urals and the fearsome Gobi Desert in this August's event, a true test of man and machine versus nature.

Beginning August 3rd in Moscow, competitors will set out on the 7100 KM route traversing the Ural Mountains, winding through pristine sub-arctic forests up to the rugged peaks of the Altai Mountains, continuing across the sprawling, barren Mongolian plains and through the legendary Gobi Desert, the southernmost point of the rally, prior to reaching the finish line August 17th in Ulaanbaater, the Mongolian capital.

“It will be a gruelling 15 days,” said Peter Schwarzenbauer, president of Porsche Cars North America.  I believe that this rally not only demands the most from the driver and the co-driver, but from the car as well.  It will take power, toughness and absolute dependability to conquer the challenges this rally presents.”

In addition to 'Team Canada', the other two teams representing Porsche Cars North America are comprised of some well known names in North American Motorsports.

Team USA 1 includes Rod Millen and Richard Kelsey and Team USA 2 is made up of Jeff Zwart and Paul Dallenbach.

While the North American teams will compete against entries from Europe, South and Central America and Asia, all of the teams will have to compete against the same unrelenting elements on the plains, mountains and deserts of Eurasia.

For further information on the 2007 edition of the TransSyberian Rallye go to: www.transsyberian-rallye.com
For further information on the 2008 Porsche Cayenne TransSyberia go to:

www.porsche.com/all/Transsyberia2007/international.aspx
For further information on Kees Nierop go to:

http://members.shaw.ca/keesnierop/
