A Best Of? (April 18, 2002)
My rants have moved yet again. They can once be found on the U of A server at this address: http://www.ualberta.ca/~blee/wdtp.html. Please update your links and bookmarks!

In honour of the move, I thought I would try and pick out a "best of" of my rants. I don't know if these are the best, but they just seem to have stuck out when I was going through: 

· Superheroes save the day! (Jan. 25, 2001) 

· Breathtaking moments (Feb. 4, 2001) 

· Survey results (Apr. 1, 2001) 

· My friends the superheroes (June 24, 2001) 

· Attack on America = Banned Songs (September 17, 2001)
Song now playing: "White Water Siren"-The Tea Party

Shaken, Not Stirred (April 7, 2002)
No, I was not in a James Bond movie, but I did go to Lola's yesterday. It's a martini bar near Whyte Ave. Mike had talked about going there for the longest time, but since it was closing on Saturday, it was now or never. They make really good drinks there and the setting is like something out of a Remy Shand video. Very relaxing but still vibrant enough that it's not a boring relaxing. Anyway it was kind of weird because I felt like the fifth wheel going along with Mike/Erika and Ed/Allison. When Jen and I were going out, it usually seemed like that we were the only couple with everyone. Bittersweet irony I guess. Anyway, it was a good time and I would certainly recommend the place (if it were still open of course).

Anyway, I hope everyone's preparation for finals is going well and congratulations to pending grads Vince, Nick and Mark (and in May, Neil)! How does it feel to be almost done?

My April horoscope: April will give you a jump-start of power that will launch you towards wonderful opportunities in every area of your life. Other people will be quite important to you. They are going to be a key piece of the puzzle for you this month. Take the time to get together with like-minded people. This is where you will find the most encouragement and reinforcement. The first three weeks of the month will be buzzing with activity. This is a wonderful time for you to make a last major push towards finishing up yearly goals that you had hoped to accomplish by your birthday. Resources are at your fingertips - helping you to tie up loose ends. You will find that other people can help you quite a bit so do not try to do everything by yourself. Ask for help when you need it. The key is for you to go with what is working for you and don't worry about that which isn't. Major decisions and anything that requires bravery and self-confidence should be attempted during the first two weeks; athletic challenges should be tackled during the latter half. Overall, you will be met with tremendous success as long as you know when to play your cards.

Quote of the day: "Chicks dig me. Get used to it." -Smallville
Song now playing: "Get This Party Started/Crazy Train" (live)-David Usher

Rhinocerous (March 24, 2002)
Greetings! I know it’s been two weeks since I last wrote, so I’ll try and fill you in on some of the details that have happened lately.

I’ll start with work since that’s where my most of my days are spent. It’s still going really good, but I’m still worried about there being a mad scramble near the tax deadline. There were quite a few work-related social events this week though. I went to Wednesday’s Oilers game with Christina, Mike Z. and Gina (not ABAS Gina, Christina’s friend). We were pretty high up but weren’t quite in the nosebleeds and we were still able to see great. Best of all-they won! On Thursday, a bunch from the tax group went go-karting at West Ed. Here’s the (embarrassing) breakdown of how I did:

· First race: first turn okay, second turn WHAM, right into the tire wall. I had to sit out the rest of the race :( 

· Second race: everything was going well until about two-thirds into the race. There’s a part of the course where they will flag you down to let you know someone wants to pass you. So I see the flag and pull to the right to let him by me. I continue to stay right and all of a sudden, the person that passes me pulls right and cuts me off! I spin out and end up under the tire wall again. 

· Third race: personal milestone achieved-I finish the race!

As for Saturday night, I went to Neil’s play Rhinocerous. It was so good and it was a role Neil was born to play. I’m glad he’s a Rhinocerous and not a Pig (long story relating to a Fringe play last year that Neil was going to be in, but thank goodness he wasn’t!) I went with Mike and his new lady friend Erica. I’m quite happy for him, although very jealous as well. She’s quite nice though and loves cats :) I’ve never seen Mike’s cat be so nice to someone before.

In music related news, the Goo Goo Dolls released a new song recently. I can’t wait for the new album to come out-it’s been almost four years. Woo!

"But most of all I'm scared of walking out of this room and never feeling, for the rest of my whole life, the way I feel when I'm with you." -Dirty Dancing 

Song now playing: "Smartbomb"-BT

Vapour Trails (March 10, 2002)
Song now playing: "Hello Time Bomb"-Matthew Good Band

My body is still pretty sore from basketball on Friday. I played terrible too, but it was lots of fun. I had one really sweet fade away and some nice rebounds, but that’s about it. It had been way too long! I definitely have that much more respect for the Bears (who won on Saturday by the way-very close game). I’m going to try and go every week though to see if I can redeem myself :)

The Access shoot was on Saturday for my Buec 470 class from last semester. It went really well actually. I’m glad I prepared as much as I could, so that way it was just a matter of getting it out in front of the camera. I’m also happy we got to do it segments, so I could take breathers in between, and in a small control room rather than a big empty studio. So if you ever happen to watch Beggars and Choosers on Access, look for me.

I saw Men With Brooms today. It was very similar to Orange County in that I wasn’t expecting great things from it, but it turned out to be a really good movie. I watched something on the news about it and a moviegoer said that it was finally good to see a "Canadian" movie. There are lots of Canadian movies out there! I’m by no means an expert on Canadian film, but the fact that it has a bunch of beavers and it makes fun of us doesn’t make it anymore Canadian than other movies. It was a really funny movie, yes, but I just thought the remark was kind of ignorant.

Hmmm-maybe I’ll write this entry in backwards paragraph order just to stir things up!

U of A, U U of A (March 3, 2002)
How about those U of A teams? Both Pandas Hockey and Bears Volleyball captured National Championships this weekend. I also went to the Bears Hockey game yesterday to cover them for Collin and they won too, so they are moving on to the Canada West Final. I had never actually been to Clare Drake Arena before. It was quite cozy and you could even feel the cold from the ice. It was also filled with banners to remind you of their strong winning history, so that was also amazing to see. It would be exactly like going to the Molson Centre for the Montreal Canadiens and looking up at all the banners.

Actually, it was a fairly busy weekend for me. On Friday, I went to see Orange County with Darrell (we were supposed to play Basketball, but the gym wasn’t open due to teacher’s convention). It was pretty good actually-much better than I expected. On Saturday, I went to the David Usher acoustic performance at A&B, as well as his show at Red’s. I got him to sign the inside portion of the CD, so that way every time I go listen to it, I can see his autograph. Plus, everyone was having him sign the cover, so I had to be original :) As for the show itself, it was pretty good, but no changes really from the show he played back in September. A few songs were changed and he did a cover of Pink’s “Get This Party Started,” but it didn’t have that element of surprise or energy that was there at the first one. It was still a good time nonetheless. As for today, I didn’t do very much. I played street hockey for the first time since like grade 9, so that was fun. I even scored a few, one on an incredible backhand :)

This weekend did have its share of bad moments emotionally though. That’s how I’ve felt since the break-up-sort of emotionally unstable. One morning I’ll feel really good about myself, and then in the afternoon, I’ll feel sad. I’ve done some things this past month that I’m not proud of as I constantly battle my emotions. Don’t worry though-my life isn’t over and I know that. It’s a challenge that I have to face and I know inside that things happen for a reason and that you don’t need a girlfriend to be happy. Yes it’s hard, but there are so many people out there that have it much worse than me. I’m trying to take things one day at a time, but I’m just afraid I’ll stop being myself.

Song now playing: "Do What You Have To Do"-Sarah McLachlan 

Me (February 24, 2002)
Only one hour left until the big Canada vs. U.S.A. hockey game. Go Canada Go!

Speaking of winter sports, I went curling yesterday in the PwC Bonspiel. Mike Z., Christina and Greg (a Partner) were on my team. Mike and Christina both had never curled before, but they caught on pretty quick and did pretty well. Besides, the rules and scoring were different for every end, so they didn’t need to be perfect. I even got to be the skip! It was a total blast. I actually made a few really good shots too. I hadn’t curled in about three years either, yet I still remembered what the button, the hog line, the hack and an angle raise were. Afterwards, I went to the Canada West Central Division Final for the Bears. Final score: Bears 104, Huskies 93. It was pretty interesting in the second half-the Bears had a 15 point lead at halftime, but were only up by as little as 4 points in the second.

Monday should be pretty interesting at work. There was a flood in the server room on Friday night, and my desk is right near the server room, so I hope none of my files got ruined. I know I had about four on the floor. Of course, let’s hope the servers are okay too.

In case you didn’t see at the top, I’ve added a Lyrics of the Week section (akin to Nick’s). This week’s selection adds to this particular rant too as it describes what I’m feeling at the moment. Sometimes music can say it better than words.

Song now playing: “January Friend”-Goo Goo Dolls

It Began in Afrika (February 18, 2002)
Well, I thought I would post a rant since I actually have something to "rant" about. I saw on MuchNews that Kurt Cobain's private journals may be released in an upcoming book. They have been released to authors before, but not released on their own. I am appalled by this news. Let the man rest in peace. Someone's personal journal is written for himself or herself and not for the entire world to see. If he had wanted others to see it, he would show them. I use this online journal to communicate to the world, but I also have thoughts and emotions that I keep in a journal. It has to be one of the biggest invasions of privacy to read someone else's journal without permission.

Well, since I'm here, I might as well also express my sadness about the engagement of both Jessica Simpson and Rachel Stevens (S Club 7). I know-it's not like they'd give damn about me, but at least I had the slimmest of chances :)

I was so sad to see that Bourne and Kratz (Canadian Ice Dancers) fell and finished fourth again. They had such a great program too-they danced to "Billy Jean" by Michael Jackson. I guess it figures with how well our Olympic team has been doing this year, even though we did win two medals today. Hopefully the Men's and Women's hockey teams can pull of gold medals. Go Canada!

"Only a man who has felt ultimate despair is capable of feeling ultimate bliss." -The Count of Monte Cristo
Song now playing: "It Began in Afrika"-The Chemical Brothers

Get busy living or get busy dieing (February 8, 2002)
Greetings from cowtown! I'm currently on my extremely long lunch break right now (an hour and a half), so I thought I'd write a rant since I'm sure my past few have been pretty confusing. It's pretty nice here-the weather has been above 0oC pretty much every day except today. I also don't start until 9am, so it's good to sleep in and I've gotten off on some days by 3:30pm. I'm working right downtown too, and some of the buildings are just incredible. Imagine Canada Place glass everywhere! A lot of the buildings are connected by above ground pedways too, so you can actually get to other places AND know where you are going because you can see the buildings. Very nice. I'm in Fifth Avenue Plaza right across from TransCanada Tower in case anyone knows downtown Calgary.

As far as the actual training goes, it's about as exciting as a tax training course could be. This week has been all Canadian tax, which I have a lot of experience with, so it was a good review. Most of the people here are first-year co-ops, and the biggest difference I notice is with the ability to handle unstructured situations. It comes naturally to me, so that is definitely a skill I've gained from co-op. Everyone sees me as the geeky smart guy though, which I should be used to by now, but it still makes me feel uncomfortable. I'm not any better of above anyone. Grrr.

So, how about those Patriots? That was such a great game and I got to see it on my cousin's 43 inch TV too. I really liked U2's performance. I love "Where The Streets Have No Name." Also, because I watched it on satellite, I saw all the US Superbowl commercials. I even saw the two-minute Spiderman trailer-it looks so wicked. I also must have seen over 10 different Budweiser commercials too.

Song now playing: None at the moment since I'm in the training room, but I've had the Five for Fighting "Superman" song in my head for most of the morning.

Time of My Life (February 3, 2002)
Another turning point, a fork stuck in the road.
Time grabs you by the wrist, directs you where to do.
So make the best of this test, and don't ask why.
It's not a question, but a lesson learned in time.

It's something unpredictable, but in the end is right.
I hope you had the time of your life.

So take the photographs, and still frames in your mind.
Hang it on a shelf of good health and good time.
Tattoos of memories and dead skin on trial.
For what it's worth, it was worth all the while.
I hope you had the time of your life.

I hope you had the time of your life

Song now playing: "I Believe I Can Fly"-R Kelly

I went to a Smurf Name Generator the other day (http://www-personal.umich.edu/~mule/smurfgen.html) and it was absolutely hilarious! Unfortunately, my name is Colicky Smurf, so it looks like I have a lot of abdominal pains. Oh well-check out some other results:

· Jen: Full Monty Smurf 

· Mike: Deadly Smurf 

· Darrell: Boozy Smurf 

· Mark Harvey: Pimpin' Smurf 

· Nick: Ichabod Smurf 

· Lana: Very Tall Smurf 

· Vince: Doctor Smurf 

· Neil: You Go Smurf 

· Mike Z: Groupie Smurf 

· Christina: Pantless Smurf 

· Gina: Stoner Smurf 

Work has been going okay. It's been really boring at times though because some of the new hires/co-ops are unassigned to any audits, so we have to look for work. I've actually been asked to help International Assignment Solutions (a special tax area) until April because I have prior tax experience, so I think that will be a great learning experience. I get to go to Calgary from Feb. 4 to Feb. 15 for training (that's right, MORE training). I also have to observe a SAAN inventory count tonight (yes, on a Saturday :P).

I went to the U of A basketball games last night and were they ever exciting. Both were close, but the Pandas and Bears were able to pull away in the final ten minutes and sink Calgary. We were sitting in the "SuperFan" section, so Jen and I got to join into chants such as "We will score, we will score, we will score..." and "Cowgirls with Cowboy parts, Cowgirls with Cowboy parts!" Great times.

So what's new with everyone else? Mark has FINALLY updated his rants (the first time since November) and Nick took them off of his site. Kevin has also shown similar apathy. We should still try and get together for a movie.

In other news, I found out that Mike's roommate is moving out for a few months soon, so I'll likely be moving in with him for awhile. Likely sometime in March. I'm also happy to report that I am no longer third last in the BSA hockey pool. I'm now 33rd out of 42.

Song now playing: "The Halcyon Days"-The Tea Party 

Niagara Trip (January 14, 2002)
Today was my first day after coming back from training in Niagara-On-The-Lake. It was an awesome trip. Instead of trying to make big, long descriptions about things though, I'll just list some of the highlights: 

· "Backstreet's Back" performance by Mike, Jason, Dan, Travis and Marty at karaoke on Thursday. 

· Niagara Falls. Although it was windy, dark and I've seen it before, it was still a great site. 

· The food! 

· The hot tub. 

· The training itself. I know that sounds like a geeky response, but I did enjoy a great deal of the training. There was even simulation audit, although difficult, was very good for learning the ropes. 

So yeah, it was a great trip. We really didn't get to see any sites besides Niagara Falls since the resort was in the middle of nowhere, but it was still fun. I wish it could have been longer, but it was also good to be home. It just means I have to do real work now (ugh).

Anything else? Not at the moment. Just trying to get back into a regular routine. I think I've joined a great organization (PwC in case you're lost), but it has been a little intimidating at first. I think things should settle down though once the busy season picks up and I get in a groove.

One last note-dance class is tomorrow. I must past the Bronze class this semester!

Song now playing: "Final Answer"-The Calling

I'm leaving on a jet plane (January 5, 2002)
I guess I should actually post something here before I head out tomorrow. I’m going to Niagara on the Lake as a part of audit training. Should be lots of fun-good scenery, good learning materials, good fun! I’m pretty excited, except my plane leaves early in the morning, so I’m not exactly thrilled about getting up early, but I will survive nonetheless. I still have some (translation = a lot) of packing to do though, so I should keep this brief. I’m only gone about six days, so I won’t need too much stuff. Anyone, I hope everyone had a great New Year and I’ll see you when I get back.

Song now playing: "I Get My Beat"-Richard Ashcroft

Happy New Year (December 31, 2001)
Just wanted to wish you a Happy New Year. Catch you in 2002!

My top 10 CDs for the year: 

· 1. The Tea Party-"The Interzone Mantras" 

· 2. Ours-"Distorted Lullabies" 

· 3. Tool-"Lateralus" 

· 4. Basement Jaxx-"Rooty" 

· 5. David Usher-"Morning Orbit" 

· 6. Default-"The Fallout" 

· 7. Bran Van 3000-"Discosis" 

· 8. Matthew Good Band-"Audio of Being" 

· 9. Radiohead-"Amnesiac" 

· 10. Various Artists-"Tomb Raider Soundtrack"

Song now playing: "Ain't Never Learned"-Moby

Where's my angels? (December 15, 2001)
Finals are over. K-I-C-K-A-S-S: That's the way we spell success! Yesterday was my last final-Mgtsc 352. It went pretty well, except there were two very annoying things about it. Firstly, when we tried to access the exam, everyone got error messages, so we had to wait 15 minutes while they straightened that out. That wasn't too annoying, but what was worse was that half way through the exam, I realized that some of the questions/information on my computer screen were different from my hard copy (which I was going by). So I had to through it all and make sure I was doing the questions by the computer screen information. Grrr. Oh well-I think it went pretty good.

Exams are over. WOOOOOOO! I know I mentioned it before, but hey, it's just so wicked. I don't think I've ever been so relieved from finishing exams.

As far as plans though for the upcoming holiday, it will be pretty busy. I have two Christmas parties to hit tomorrow, and others on Wednesday and Thursday. I also have some work to finish up at Finning hopefully by the end of next week, and I still have tonnes of Christmas shopping to do! Any good gift ideas out there?

Went to see Not Another Teen Movie last night with Jen and Vince. It was pretty funny, but I would have rather seen Vanilla Sky. I got outvoted though. Vince is leaving for Vancouver on route to Hawaii today, the lucky son of a gun. Have fun Vince!

Song now playing: "Must Must"-The Tea Party 

Lots to say, not enough time to say it in (December 1, 2001)
Amazing how time flies when you've got a million things to do. I thought I would post a quick rant though since I'm sure (and in some cases, know) many of you have been annoyed with my lack of posting lately.

-I have two projects due next week. The Buec one is due on Tuesday and the Acctg one is due on Thursday. Both are progressing okay, but it's still stressful pulling it all together! After Thursday though, I'll feel a little relieved (well, not really because finals will start right away too).

-I'm currently going through the 62 new messages on the Mgtsc 352 course conference. I can't believe it-I don't check it for two days and all of a sudden there are all these messages. Ugh

-I went to the dinner theatre at Darrell's church on Thursday night. It was pretty good, except it was the same play as last year, so there wasn't very much new material. Still a great play though!

-The U of A really needs to get it's act together for expansion plans. Point being: make a decision! Don't keep throwing out new plans. You can't please everyone.

-Dilemma: the Finning and PWC Christmas parties are on the same night. Which should I go to? Should I focus on the past (Finning) or the future (PWC)?

-We just got a DVD player, so Mike picked up the new Smashing Pumpkins DVD video collection. It's really cool. It has a lot of interesting outtakes and commentary on all the videos. So I've been watching that and listening to lots of SP lately.

-The Bronze Pin test for dance is on Monday. Jen and I have to perform a Waltz, Cha-cha and Quick Step. Very nervous about it, especially since we haven't had any time to practice.

Song now playing: "Lucky 13"-The Smashing Pumpkins

Long time no write (November 8, 2001)
Wow, Nick was right: I haven't written in this for two weeks. What's wrong with me? Well, I've been so busy lately that I can never find the time or energy to make an entry. Yesterday was pretty bad-I had a tough Acctg 415 exam, I had to write a Gateway article and do my Mgtsc 352 assignment. I'd say all went pretty well, but it was just a very rushed day. Things have cooled down to a degree now, but I still have two group projects with lots of work to do, so things will still be pretty hectic until after exams.

I know I should have posted this a long time ago, but I got a job with PricewaterhouseCoopers for January! Wooooo!!! I'm really excited because they were one of my top choices and I'll be doing really relevant work experience. I'll be in the Assurance & Advisory area (a fancy name for auditing). It's a CA firm by the way (Neil didn't know-he thought it was Publisher's Clearing House :).

I've gotten a couple of new CDs lately. The new Tea Party CD is totally wicked! The new MGB CD is alright though, but when I listen to it, it just makes me want to listen to Underdogs and Beautiful Midnight because those are way better. I guess they won't even be touring for it, which seems really odd. Hmmm...well, let's hope they stay together.

If you go to the "me" section of my page, you can see a picture of Jen and I at Halloween as Minnie and Mickey Mouse. The dance was a total blast and there were a lot of good costumes there too. Dance has been going really great this year even though I'm in one of the hardest classes! Crazy.

Well, better get going, but hope to see some of you one campus. Don't forget to look for me in The Gateway.

Song now playing-"Running Down the Way Up"-BT 

Back to life, back to reality (October 25, 2001)
Well, it’s been a REALLY long time since I’ve updated my journal. I was actually considering abandoning it because I just haven’t been able to find the time to update it. However, after catching up on some of my friends’ journals, I realized that I don’t see some of these people too much anymore, so keeping the journal is good to keep tabs on everyone.

This week was really busy, with an interview on Monday, three interviews and a mid-term on Tuesday, and a mid-term today. Everything went pretty well actually, especially the interviews, which I’m actually worried about. Everyone I’ve talked to pretty much said his or her interviews went well, so if everyone’s went well, will I get an offer? I really think I’d fit in well with a CA firm, especially since I have lots of relevant work experience. I didn’t get the job with Arthur Andersen, so that’s already one option gone already. Ahhh-stress!

Well, only two more midterms to go. One on Monday and another the following Wednesday, so I’m feeling a little less stressed at the moment. Of course, there’s plenty of group project work still to do, so it will never end. The good news: the semester is already half over. The bad news: the semester is already half over!

On the weekend, Jocelyn sent me this cool quiz about herself from www.QuizYourFriends.com, so I wrote my own too. The best result has been 6 out of 10 so far by a few people (Vince cheated to get 10 out of 10) and the worst has been Susan with 1 out of 10. Of course, I haven’t known her for that long, so I wouldn’t really expect her to do that well on it. Here was the quiz:

1) Which high school did I go to?
a) J. Percy Page, b) Harry Ainlay, c) W.P. Wagner, d) Bonnie Doon
Correct Answer: W.P. Wagner (Everyone got this one).

2) Which of these sports players isn't an idol of mine?
a) Brett Favre, b) Mario Lemieux, c) Drew Bledsoe, d) Craig Simpson
Correct Answer: Brett Favre (Not many got this right actually. I guess everyone thinks I like Brett Favre.
3) Where was my last job?
a) Capital Health Authority, b) KPMG, c) Finning (Canada), d) Shell Canada
Correct Answer: Finning (Canada) (Nick argues that because I still work part-time at Finning, that the true answer is Capital Health. I see how we could get that impression, but everyone else seemed to have got it right).

4) Which of these countries have I been to?
a) Germany, b) Italy, c) Ireland, d) Scotland
Correct Answer: Italy

5) Which of these sports have I not written an article on in the Gateway?
a) Football, b) Volleyball, c) Hockey, d) Wrestling
Correct Answer: Football (Lots of people said wrestling).

6) What year was my car made in?
a) 1988, b) 1989, c) 1990, d) 1991
Correct Answer: 1989 (This was a pretty tough question since I made the years so close to each other).

7) Which of these have never been my ICQ nicknames?
a) Clark Kent, b) Peter Parker, c) Zero, d) Smurf
Correct Answer: Smurf (Not too many people got this. I was Peter Parker for a brief time, but then went back to Clark Kent).

8) Where was my first real job?
a) Shell Canada, b) Dairy Queen, c) Wainwright Welding, d) Buffet World
Correct Answer: Dairy Queen (This was my first REAL job. I did work for Wainwright Welding, but that was for my uncle and really shouldn’t count).
9) Which of these other cities have I lived in?
a) Calgary, b) Wainwright, c) Red Deer, d) Wetaskiwin
Correct Answer: Wetaskiwin

10) What's my favourite dance?
a) Rumba, b) Cha-Cha, c) Swing, d) Waltz
Correct Answer: Cha-Cha (I love the Cha-Cha!)
Kevin has also made a new site dedicated to Tool. It’s called the Third Eye. Check it out here: http://www.ualberta.ca/~krm/thirdeye.

I also saw the new Superman/Clark Kent show called Smallville. It was awesome! I love Superman. It’s pretty appealing actually because it combines the fantasy of Superman with the teenage life focus of Dawson’s Creek, so I hope it stays on for awhile. It was actually shot in Vancouver too.

Well, better get back to work. I promise to try and post more often though!

Song now playing: “Angels”-The Tea Party (not the Interzone Mantras like CDDB thinks).

What a crazy week (October 12, 2001)
Wow-what a crazy past few days. It feels like everything is moving so fast and I can't catch up. I've been doing pretty good though, so maybe it's not so bad. I did pretty well on my Mgtsc Quiz and Acctg midterm. I've also gotten two articles in The Gateway so far, both of which were the head sports story (fun for me!). I've also handed like a million Co-op applications this week. No other interviews have been posted, except for Deloitte Touche (which I didn't get an interview for). So much for my perfect record :( Oh well. I'm pretty happy for Susan and Lana for getting interviews. Congrats ladies!

What else is new? Hmmm...well, we've started (sort of) our group assignments in Buec 470 and Acctg 413. Both are actually really interesting, but also very time-consuming. It's also been really difficult to find a time that works for everyone to meet, so that has been tough. Oh well-we'll get through it somehow. Our group is doing Finning for financial statement analysis (Acctg 413), so that will be intriguing. I don't think we'll get any extra marks though for using insider-trading on the report.

Side note: I would have updated yesterday, but Scribble happened to be down. I was just thinking the other day too that Scribble hadn't gone down in a while either...how ironic.

Upcoming events in the life of Bryan: Dance workshop tomorrow, lunch with ex-boss at Capital Health on Monday, work on Thursday morning, Mgtsc quiz, Arthur Andersen interview and lunch with Jeni on Friday, and the Halloween dance on Saturday. Looks to be another busy week. I also have two mid-terms the following week though, so I better get cracking on studying too.

In case you tried to send me any e-mails the past two days, I didn't get them because it turns out I exceeded my disk space on my ECN account. They suggest having less than 2MB, but limit you to 6MB. I had 8.5MB! It's because I had saved a large file from work on the space that bumped me up. I thought it was pretty cool not to get any junk mail, but I was pretty suspicious. I usually always get some messages (junk or otherwise).

Song now playing: "Heavy Metal Machine"-The Smashing Pumpkins 

Names Day (October 3, 2001)
Well, that's one more midterm down. First exam I've written in 9 months! It actually feels like a big weight has been lifted on my shoulders. I shouldn't celebrate too much though because as always, there's other things to do. I have a teleconference first thing in the morning tomorrow at work. I then have to go to class and then a Meet the Firm event. Ahhh, stress! Oh well, what else is new?

I got an interview with Arthur Andersen, so I'm one for one in Co-op jobs so far! The interview will be on the 19th. I was pretty excited. I guess they are only hiring one C-op student though, and there were 8 people chosen out of 50 for the interview. Lana also has an interview, so we're competing. Of course, I'll likely be competing with a lot of people I know for jobs this semester, so I better not be too nice.

In other news, look for my first Gateway article tomorrow. It was only 411 words too-I couldn't believe it! Usually I have like 500+ and get yelled at for having too much. Guess it doesn't help when I had to copy the quotes by hand, so I likely spent more time writing then talking. It's all good. Felt good to get back in the swing of things. Nice to know I still have that "special" touch (you know, "special").

Other than that, not much else is new. I've been listening to a lot of Sarah McLachlan lately, which is really odd. I put in Surfacing last week and I just played it over and over again. It's a really cool CD. I especially like Sweet Surrender and Black & White. I also forgot about Names Day! Mike reminded me on the weekend and I just felt so foolish. See, my ex-girlfriend Karolina had a "Names Day" because she was from Europe, and I thought it was pretty ridiculous (actually, I was likely just freaked because it was the first gift stage of the relationship). So anyway, a few years later, Mike and I made up our own Names Days. His is on September 27th and mine's October 5th. I quickly got him the new Watchmen CD and I hope he forgives me. 

Song now playing: "Eve"-Chantal Kreviazuk 

Neck Strain (September 26, 2001)
Guess I should update my rants so those people (like Nick and Mark) that I NEVER see anymore can see what's going on in my mid-sized world. That's the only way I can keep up with them. I also think it's funny too because there's an inverse relationship between updating frequency and the amount I see them. I hardly ever see Nick and Mark and they update theirs fairly frequently, while Jen, Darrell, Lana and Kevin (the people I see the most) never update.

My neck kind of hurts today from dance class last night. We were working on the Waltz and Quick Step and the big lesson of the night was to always be looking left. I'd have to say this is one of the things that I simply don't do. It's really hard too because I'm used to having the scenery in front of me not change very much because I would move my head to adjust, but now that I have to always be looking left, it means that when I turn, I see different things! Ahhh. Anyway, I think I'll get used to it eventually. It will help in future dance steps.

In other news, I have chosen to cover the Bears Basketball this year for The Gateway. Don't really know why exactly. Should be a little higher profile than the Pandas, so that's likely part of it. I also finished my first Co-op application "package" (cover letter, resume, CACEE form and transcripts) and dropped it off. It was for a job with Arthur Andersen. I'm actually kind of disappointed because I really want a work term outside of Edmonton (preferably Calgary), but there aren't many outside the city that I'm interested in :( Oh well, we'll see how it all turns out in the end.

Song now playing: "Crush"-The Smashing Pumpkins" (Site) 

Men or Women? (September 19, 2001)
Just a quick update about the song banning I mentioned last entry: another article has been posted on Chart Magazine. Apparently, the network has stated that they were only "suggestions" and that it is up to individual Music Directors to decide whether the songs should be banned. I still think this is a ridiculous issue. I think promoting such a "Happy, Happy" society is not the answer. Anyway, the new article is here.

On to other things. What basketball team should I cover this year for The Gateway? I can choose the Bears (Men's) or the Pandas (Women's) and I have no idea which team to choose! Ah...the dilemma of an Edmontonian university sports writer.

Last night was the first class for the Bronze dance class I was taking and it went pretty good. Everything I know about the Waltz was thrown out the window. Instead of the standard box basic, we learned a new basic, but as Lana commented when I told her the moves, there wasn't very much "basic" about it. It was pretty confusing, but I got it after awhile. The Cha-Cha portion went well, except one girl I danced with kept whacking me with her hair everytime she did an underarm turn.

On to an embarrassing moment: The Business Building flip-flops in its washroom pairing-sometimes the men's is to the left of the women's and sometimes it is to the right. Having normally gone to the left most of the time in the building, I did so again in the basement with tragic results. Worst of all, I only discovered my error AFTER leaving and another girl walked in. Yeah, pretty smart eh?

The first round of Co-op jobs were posted yesterday and there are thankfully tonnes of options for me for my last work term. The two I think I want the most are one with Arthur Andersen in Calgary during the summer and one with KPMG in the Okanogan in the winter. Both sound really cool and they should give me a taste of being a CA and living away from home.

In case you were wondering, I did get a new stereo on Sunday like I was planning. It's awesome! It's a 6-CD changer and has tonnes of power. Can't wait until I can have a get together and crank it up. I did get a printer too, but there isn't too much exciting about that. It was the more practical of the two though because I really needed one. I also got the new Bran Van CD, as you can tell below.

Song now playing: "Senegal"-Bran Van 3000

Attack on America = Banned Songs (September 17, 2001)
Please note this sort of relates to the US attack last week, so if you've been feeling down lately and don't want to think about it, I might suggest not reading this yet. Thanks.

According to Chart Magazine, a radio network in the US has suggested banning up to 150 songs due to "questionable lyrics." I think that is totally ridiculous. We can now ban these songs, but not others about abusing women for example? What's next? Banning books? Poetry? Shakespeare could even be considered "questionable" then. They have some really popular songs on here too, including "Sunday Bloody Sunday," "Bullet With Butterfly Wings," "Black Hole Sun," "It's the End of The World As We Know It," "Ironic," and "Learn To Fly." Is someone going to high-jack a plane because they heard "Learn To Fly" by the Foo Fighters?!? I think this measure is just a little extreme.

A link to the article in question is here: http://www.chartattack.com/damn/2001/09/1707.cfm

Song now playing: "Predictable"-Bran Van 3000

Grooving (September 16, 2001)
Hmm...I guess it's actually Sunday now. Doesn't really feel like it yet though. I still wish it was Saturday. I did have to do some yard work this morning, but I also got to have some pizza, see Mike's new place (totally cool place by the way), and hang out with Jen and the rest of the Dance Club exec. We played a really neat game. It was tonnes of fun and would have been really cool if we had been drinking. It's hard to explain, but basically we all are in a circle and when our number is called, we call out another number and the game continues. If you screw up, you start at the bottom again and have to work your way up. There's more complex rules, but that's the gist of it. I know it sounds lame like that, but honestly, it was tonnes of fun. When you get to the top (President), you can make up some rules that make things a lot more interesting.

Well, I guess tomorrow (or later today to be more correct) won't be as exciting, except I hope to get a new CD player and a new printer. I don't really need a new CD player, but I saw a really nice one in the flyer and I have been looking at getting a new one for awhile. I desperately need a new printer though. It died on me in spring I think and when a lot of my classes require me printing off notes ahead of time, I get in a jam without one. I'll also have to some reading, even though I feel pretty good that I've been able to keep up easily so far. I know I'll start getting behind in some classes due to tests and group projects soon enough, but it feels good to be ahead at the moment. I am behind in my resume and cover letter that I'll need for applying for jobs soon, so I should probably work on those too. So I do have lots to do, but it's under control at the moment.

Song now playing: "Dreaming"-BT

Calgary II (September 11, 2001)
Thought I would finish up my details about Calgary. I got most of the highlights, but I'll add some more details. First though I'd like to say that I hope as many people as possible are okay from the whole U.S. terrorist attack this morning. I can't believe such an event will occur and it's going to shape the world's events in the near and distant future.

For one thing, Calgary has some really cool used CD stores in Calgary. We went to one in Kensington where for overstocked CDs, they were selling them for $6.99 and if you bought two, you got the third free, of if you bought three, you got the fourth and fifth free! Needless to say, Jen went a little nuts with the 80s music. I did get Moist's Silver though, so it was great!

I wrote a review for the David Usher show we went to. Check it out here.

Let's see, what else to say about Cowtown. Never really thinking about it before, I definitely found it a very different place commute in. A lot easier to get across town, but also a lot more riskier. More places to miss turns and a lot of high speed zones make the chance of a high speed accident greater and more dangerous. We also saw one lady go absolutely bezerk for no reason at all. She had one bad case of road rage.

So since I'm bored here in the Business Lab, I thought I'd write some quick messages to some friends:

¬ All: It's business students night every Saturday at Squire's. We should all go one night.

¬ Jen: I really hope our Buec paper/presentation goes okay. Looks like a lot of work, also very interesting.

¬ Mike: Congrats on the new pad. I'll come see it on Friday and we'll celebrate. I also like the colours of your redesigned site.

¬ Darrell: Um, what's up? Do you ever read this?

¬ Nick: Where have you been? I've only seen you once since school started. How's work going? How's writing cover letters for recruitment? We saw C&C Music Factory at that used CD place!.

¬ Vince: How's your new place? When's the party?

¬ Mark: I also like your design for your new site. How'd you get the fade in to work like that?

¬ Lana: Do you ever read this? Did you get into Acctg 467?

¬ Jocelyn: Thanks for having us this weekend. It was awesome.

Song now playing: None because I'm in the Business labs.

Calgary I (September 9, 2001)
It's currently about 11:30 on Sunday and I returned from Calgary today, so I couldn't wait to post! This will have to be done in two parts though, as I should probably try and get some sleep for school tomorrow. Besides, I know I will forget things.

Firstly, Jocelyn's place is totally cool! She has a walk-in closet, a cool kitchen and it's about 10 minutes from the U of C. We had lots of fun. We did lots of shopping and I got some shoes and a new bathing suit (both at the Sears Outlet store). We also went to the Calgary Zoo. I favourites were the Ostriches and the Red Pandas. We also just hung out and overall, it was a generally relaxing getaway.

Joce did have to work Friday and Saturday night, so Jen and I also had to entertain ourselves those nights. We went the David Usher show since we were going to miss the one in Edmonton and it was awesome! He played an amazing setlist, including a cover "mix" of Madonna's Music and Weezer's Hash Pipe. He also played my personal favourite, St. Lawrence River. On Saturday, we visited my cousin Rochelle and that was a total blast as well. We just chatted and had lots of fun.

Our excitement for the weekend didn't end in Calgary though because even before we got back into the city, Vince invited us to go see The Musketeer. It was really great. It had some very comedic moments, as well as some spectacular fight scenes.

Song now playing: "Picture Elvis"-Moist

First day back (September 5, 2001)
Two entries in two days? This is unheard of! Must be because I have all this free time now. I can't see it lasting too much longer though-I can just picture all the reading I'll be doing pretty soon. Today was a good ease into things as I only had two classes-Acctg 413 and Acctg 415. 413 actually looks like a pretty cool class, except the group project is worth 50% and I don't know anyone in my class. Big problem. Don't really want to get stuck with a bunch of slackers, but I also think a lot of other people are thinking the same thing, so hopefully it will all work out in the end. Lana and Kevin are both in 415, as well as a bunch of other people I know, so that class won't be too lonely.

Get to head off to Calgary tomorrow tonight. I'm pretty excited. Not sure what we'll actually be doing there except going to the David Usher show, but who cares?!? It's a mini-vacation! I think I pushed myself a little too much this summer, so now all I want to do is relax and take a break. I went straight from Capital Health to Finning, so I really had no vacation this year.

I'd better go pack, but have a good weekend in advance!

Song now playing: "Duck & Run"-3 Doors Down 

Back to school jitters (September 4, 2001)
Wow-can't believe it's back to school time again. I've been doing Co-op for 8 months, so I am definitely out of the school mode. Should be an interesting four months though. I am only taking one core Accounting class, along with Management Science, Business Economics, International Business Law and an Accounting/Finance class. It's a more relaxed schedule, but it means my next two semesters won't be :( I'll also be striving to get a CA job for January, along with likely another 100+ people.

The weekend has been going well. I haven't had four days off in a row since February! With the help of Darrell, we helped Vince move into his new place in HUB on Saturday. We even got to drive around on campus, which we'll likely never be able to do again! I also went to the dance portion of a wedding and it was awesome! I got to practice my swing and cha-cha before the new dance classes start.

Sunday was Mark's BBQ and that was friggin' awesome! (inside joke...) The entire gang was pretty much there, except for Nick. Even got to see Leanne, Kevin and Lana, who I don't see very much of. There was tonnes of good food too. And we played Ultimate Frisbee!

Song now playing: "Parabola"-Tool

Blah (August 29, 2001)
The past week at work so far has not been very fun. I was really hoping to get a lot of work done and end on a really high note. However, the database STILL isn't working (will it ever?), so I've been stuck trying to teach everything I know to the incoming Co-op student. Don't get me wrong-she's a nice person and very intelligent, but not when it comes to accounting. It's actually just really frustrating because of the lack of progress I've made this week. I'd feel much better if more was getting done.

Besides my annoying unproductivity, things are good. The site has been getting lots of visits recently, which has been cool. I'm also now listed on Yahoo! (exclamation point is part of the name). I was added to the What's New section on Monday. I'm also going to see Moulin Rouge tomorrow with Jen, Robin and Gordon, attending a wedding dance on Saturday, and Mark is having a BBQ on Sunday. Should be a fun time and good relaxation before school.

What else is new you ask? I did go to Wendy's with Mike and Darrell on Monday and we hung out and talked for awhile. Also bought the new Default CD. It's pretty cool. It's very similar to Nickelback and Pearl Jam, but it's enjoyable nonetheless. Very rockin' 

Song now playing: "Wasting My Time"-Default (Site)

I need idiot strings (August 27, 2001)
You know those idiot strings for mittens you attach to your coat so you don't lose them? Well, I need those for everything! I pretty much lose my sunglasses clip every two days and I had to buy another oil cap this afternoon. Must have lost it when I added oil the last time. Grrr...that's two caps in two years. I think I'd lose my head if it wasn't attached...

Only one more week of work. Excellent! Can't believe I survived. This job went much faster though (probably because I liked it a lot more). It will definitely help me move to the next level of moving on to a CA firm.

It's bad news, good news time. The bad news: I will be in Calgary during David Usher's September 8th show in Edmonton. That sucks. However, he plays in Calgary the previous night for only $15, so it's all good! Now if only I could convince a certain someone to go with me...

Song now playing: "Catching the Butterfly"-The Verve

P.S. Scary Movie 2 is AWFUL!!!

Red Deer (August 25, 2001)
Man, yesterday was the best and worst day of the summer. Everything had been going good with the CCA project I've been working on. I was finally feeling that I'd made some progress on it. However, late in the day, I discovered a problem that will erase 2 or 3 days worth of work and create at least a days more. The bigger problem though is that I only have a week left. How am I ever going to get all this done? Grrr... I couldn't even concentrate yesterday before I left-it was so frustrating. And then of course it took me 45 minutes to get home due to an accident, as well as backups on Whitemud Drive. Grrr... x 2

Well, today should be better hopefully. Going to see two Fringe plays and likely Club Malibu afterwards. Hehe :)

Song now playing: "Edge Hill"-Groove Armada 

Quick Update (August 22, 2001)
Just a quick update tonight. I've been really these past few days. I've gone to the Fringe twice, Morinville/Cardiff and to American Pie 2! All were great and a total blast.

Yes, I have made a few changes as you can see. I re-launched my page as a tribute to David Usher, so now it is called The Playdoh Mask. I haven't quick finished the images section and haven't updated it for some new articles, but other than that, it's done. What do you think?

Song now playing: "Black Eyed"-Placebo (Site) 

Calgary, The World's (Aug. 13, 2001)
Wow-what a busy weekend. I went to Calgary on Friday/Saturday to see my cousin's new place. It's awesome! It is pretty big for two people and still pretty bare, but it has tonnes of bike/rollerblade paths and any store you would ever need close by. It's definitely Co-op worthy :) I also went to a cool outlet mall that had a collector's store! Nick would have loved it: they were selling old, unopened cans of pops. I saw one for $10?!?

On the way back to Edmonton, we stopped in Penhold where my Grandfather grew up. There's a street there called Lee St.. It's named after my Great-Grandfather. Pretty cool. And it just got paved too!

Then on Sunday, I went to the last day/closing ceremonies of the World Track and Field Championships. Very awesome. I got to see a bunch of finals. They were all pretty steady too, so it wasn't like there were a lot of dead times. No Canadians got a medal, but one woman finished fifth in the 800m. The closing ceremonies were also very nice, and not over done. All in all, it was another great day, except I was in the sun ALL day and was really tired when I got home.

Sorry for not posting earlier, but Scribble was down. I still really like the service though and will stick with it.

Song now playing: "Here Is The Light"-Ours (Site) 

Mansiere or Bro? (August 8, 2001)
Well, Mike (Note to Mike: this link is how you create a separate window) wanted a journal entry, so I guess I have to write one. He went to the 7-Eleven with me to get a slush (half Code Red/half Pepsi), so I might as well give him something to read, instead of e-mailing me at work all the time!

Ever watch the Seinfeld where Kramer and George's dad create the supporting undergarment specifically designed for men? If so, do you think it should have been called the Mansiere or the Bro (like they were arguing)? Let me know what you think via blee@ualberta.ca I would vote for Bro myself, but Mike likes Mansiere.

What's the deal with Mariah Carey? All of the sudden she's had this nervous breakdown and now they are pushing back the release date of her movie and likely her CD. Not that I like her or anything (actually, she's pretty trashy!), but wouldn't that just make her feel worse?

Note to Rick "The Temp" on MuchMusic: learn how to interview! I saw you interview David Usher yesterday and they replayed your Jessica Simpson today. All you do is act goofy and ask dumb questions that get no answers. You just try to act cool and hang with the artist. We don't learn anything about the artist, which is what we want in the first place!

Newsflash: new Star Wars Movie will be called "Attack of the Clones." 

Another thing that's annoying: now if you want to transfer from Co-op back into the regular BCom, you have to pay the $60 transfer fee! What's up with that? Let's just dig, dig, dig for more money. I guess they would argue that they put all this time and effort into everything and you don't finish the program, but I don't know about that...still seems like money-grabbing to me. Most people I know who drop out of Co-op do so because they can't find a job they like, especially for non-Accountants.

Whoa-guess I had more to say than I thought...

Song now playing: "Sister Awake"-Tea Party (Site) (Lyrics) 

Had to stop to rewind my memory (August 4, 2001)
Wow-it's August already! Can you believe it?!? Only 4 more weeks of work to go. Word of caution for this rant: I'm going to bitch about the BC government in this rant and their stupid tax laws, so if you are really bored by taxes, please skip the following paragraph and go to the last one.

Last chance...

Don't say I didn't warn you...

Okay, here goes: On July 30th, the new BC government announced all these proposed personal and corporate tax changes. One of these changes was an exemption from PST for certain aspects of the logging, construction, petroleum/natural gas and manufacturing industries. Unfortunately, for a place like Finning, this causes huge chaos because this could potentially apply to all of our customers in BC. The rules are so particular too, so it looks like individual sales, leases, parts and services will have to be considered one at a time-it's not an all or none thing. So dumb. Wanna know what's dumber? They announced the changes on the 30th and they took effect on the 31st! And it's not even in the law yet!!!

Today has been fairly productive so far. I've washed my car, got a haircut, bought some new razorblades(finally!!!), bought my mom a birthday present and updated my rant all before noon. I even got a new Gateway at HMV!

Song now playing: "Voyager"-Daft Punk (Site) 

Wanna buy some 8 tracks? (July 29, 2001)
I just love these new imood faces! Anyway, we had a garage sale this weekend and it was awesome. Someone actually bought my mom's 8 tracks! Insane. Here's some of more interesting stuff we were able to get rid of:

  My old wrestling magazines 

  An ugly olive green spice rack 

  A giant tire that we've had for 10 years 

So all in all, it was a success. The weather was nice too though, so that really helped.

Work's been pretty busy lately, but also pretty exciting. I've basically been trying to evaluate our CCA database in Access and making corrections to prior year figures. It was actually set up pretty well, but they dropped the ball on a few things that have messed calculations up big time. Requires lots of problem solving and thinking, so I like it a lot!

My Buec 470 class is really messed up now. For September, it's 11-12:30 on Tuesday and Thursday, but for October, November and December, it's 11-12:30 and then 6:30-8 on Tuesdays with no class on Thursday. Totally messed up. It is kind of cool though because Tuesdays end up being my late day anyway due to Mgtsc 352 and Buec 470 is my first class On Tuesdays and Thursdays anyway, so I won't be starting until like 12:30 on Thursdays.

"Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more complex, and more violent. It takes a touch of genius -- and a lot of courage -- to move in the opposite direction"-Albert Einstein

Song now playing: "Just 1 Kiss"-Basement Jaxx (Site) 

Polyurethane (July 23, 2001)
This weekend was pretty fun. On Friday, Jen and I went to West Ed after going to Kelsey's for supper and we shopped for awhile. It took us forever to find shoes! Jen finally found a pair after going to the second Aldo. She did pretty good for herself too considering she's apparently the worst shoe shopper. The fact that she had me with her didn't help either since I know nothing about shoes! After shopping, we went to Neil's and watched Sex and The City and Shakespeare in Love. Very cool. Shakespeare in Love was really good (I was probably one of three people in North America who hadn't see it).

On Saturday, we went to David's BBQ near Spruce Grove. Very awesome! We played tonnes of volleyball against "HTN." My arms got so sore and red. It was lots of fun though and got to meet some new (and really zany) people.

In other news, I got an invoice today from the CMA's asking me for money to renew my Associate Membership. What's with that? I have a free two year scholarship from them for the membership, and it hasn't even been a year yet. Crazy!

Note to Puff Daddy: why the hell are you calling yourself P. Diddy?!?

Tomorrow the new David Usher album comes out. Wicked! The new *NSYNC comes out too though :( Hopefully it will flop.

I'm talking to 4 people on ICQ right now. I'm going crazy!

Song now playing: "PHD"-The Crystal Method (Site) 

Show Me The Money! (June 19, 2001)
I got a lovely surprise in the mail today-a letter from the U of A saying I’d won the Certified Management Accountants of Alberta Cooperative Education Scholarship. Woo! $750 for me! Good start I’d say, but I hope there’s more coming. I might be at a disadvantage though because I only did one semester because of Co-op. Oh well, I won’t complain.

Just saw a Knight’s Tale too. It was soooooo close to becoming a cheesy movie many times, but it somehow hung on to be a pretty cool movie. I even saw it at Cinema City (the cheap theatre). I haven’t been there in ages. I keep wasting my cash at Silver City and South Edmonton Common. Grrr... when you have friends in Leduc, St. Albert, Morinville and Bon Accord, West Ed is the logical meeting point. It’s all good though I suppose considering the previous paragraph.

Finally, I think I officially decided that The Corrs are my fifth favourite artist/band. I know it doesn’t seem like a big deal, but I have always wavered on choosing a number five. It’s been Third Eye Blind, Matchbox Twenty, Chantal Kreviazuk, usually whatever I’m listening to the most at the time. But after going on a recent Corrs listening spree, I think it’s safe to say that they rock!

Song now playing: "What Can I Do" (live)-The Corrs (Lyrics) (Site) 

Ho hum (July 15, 2001)
Man, what an uneventful day. I was going to go to the Iron Horse tonight, but those plans got botched. Jen has some exchange students from France staying with her and we were going to go clubbing. Unfortunately, the timing just didn't work out and Jen was at the U of A Dance Club social and they were in Fort Edmonton, so it wouldn't have been worth it to go considering how little time we'd actually be there. Oh well. It did suck though because I was originally planning to go to the social too, so I got screwed!

Mike also seems to have disappeared and Neil was too tired to do anything, so I've just been listening to music all day. I listened to Tool, The Coors, Ours, Pearl Jam, Matthew Good Band and the Tomb Raider Soundtrack! The Ours CD is REALLY good. I suggest giving it a listen.

In other news, Mike found another really good survey site. It's at emode.com. They have all sorts of stuff, including sex and celebrity dating surveys. I am Vulcan, God of Fire and would be best matched with Jennifer Aniston. LOL there. Imood also added more face expressions, so look forward to more unique expressions at the currently feeling section at the top.

Well, until next time.

Song now playing: "Schism"-Tool (Lyrics) (Site) 

Welcome back Jen, goodbye Rachel Perry (July 10, 2001)
Guess I should write in here since I haven't posted in like 6 days! Time has been flying by lately with this big CCA (Capital Cost Allowance) project at work, so that's been keeping me pretty busy. It's also been REALLY hot the past few days (31oC today!) so I have been lazy as well.

The love of my life Jen is back from London. Yeah! She even brought me back a cool watch. It's no Spice Girl, but I guess it will do :) Unfortunately, this weekend wasn't all sunshine and cancelled Backstreet Boys concerts: the coolest MuchMusic VJ, Rachel Perry, is gone. She's off to New York. It's quite saddening actually because the only cool VJ left now is Ed the Sock.

It's so hot! I'm so glad I'm not working for Shell right now-I'd be baking outside. I feel really bad actually for anyone that is working outside right now, because I absolutely can't stand the heat. I would much rather freeze to death than die of heat. That's why I like Finning's cafeteria-it's absolutely freezing all the time! Just call me Mr. Freeze.

Song now playing: "Immortality"-Pearl Jam (Lyrics) (Site) 

sine and cose waves (July 4, 2001)
Today has been a very up and down day. Work went well today. I had my Co-op site visit and got some very positive feedback from my boss. It's great being loved, isn't it? 

I dropped below the x-axis (in terms of mood) after getting home. It's so hot outside! Ugh. I ate too much at supper too, so I'm feeling super full. I'm also very tired and lack any energy because I didn't get to sleep until midnight last night. I was playing Risk with Darrell and Nick (which ended in a stalemate) last night and then I worked on catching up on my Co-op journal.

Things improved though when I remembered I had to pay my tuition (in that I finally got it done, not having to fork over the dough). I did it all online with relative ease, so I even had some energy to update my schedule.

However, I miss Jen... She's in London until Sunday. I'll survive, but she always knows what to say whenever I'm feeling a little down.

Also, this is a note to Mike: where's the newsletter???

Song now playing: "Lazy Eye"-Goo Goo Dolls (Lyrics) (Site) 

Canada Day (July 2, 2001)
I can't believe what happened on Whyte Ave. last night. It seems very un-Edmonton for a riot to break out and cause a bunch of destruction. Why? What's so cool about smashing windows? What's so hip about getting arrested? What's so great about ruining small business? It just boggles the mind. Are we not a civilized society? How can anyone take enjoyment in causing destruction? I'm so mad that this is the first time I've used an angry face as my imood!

Now that I've calmed down a little, I realize I asked a bunch of questions and provided no solutions. Can't really say there are any simple answers though. I just wish I could tell what goes through people's minds sometimes when they do things like that.

I spent my Canada Day violence free at Darrell's BBQ. Paul, Anna, Mike J and Jen N were there, which was really cool because I haven't seem them in forever. I was also able to play some frisbee and some Hearts, two of my favourite things to do! The only downside was that I also got a pretty bad sunburn on my face, so I look like a Tomato (or maybe a REALLY proud Canadian).

What did you do for Canada Day? Let me know via e-mail or my feedback page. 

Song now playing: "Waiting"-Maren Ord (Lyrics) (Site) 

Shakedown 1979 (June 27, 2001)
I heard on Monday that there will a best of the Smashing Pumpkins album released in the fall, so I thought I would post the songs I'd like to see on it (order of songs on CD, not necessarily the order of my favourites):

· Real Love 

· Muzzle 

· Perfect 

· Bury Me 

· Cherub Rock 

· Cherry 

· I of the Mourning 

· La Dolly Vita 

· Tonight, Tonight 

· Disarm 

· Cupid de Locke 

· Let Me Give the World To You 

· Zero 

· Age of Innocence 

· Tristessa 

· End Is The Beginning Is The End 

· 33 

· Whir 

· Luna 

· Drown

Those were definitely some hard selections to make. Of course, I think Billy will have a much hardy time. I mean-how can you choose your own best work? It's weird though because I always think of the Pumpkins as this really heavy rock band, but most of my favourite songs are their softer stuff. That's what always made them a very unique and great band-they could rock you with Zero or Bullet With Butterfly Wings, and then include gems like Cupid de Locke and Galapogos on the same album. I wish they were still making music, but I don't listen with regret. I feel proud to have been able to seem them live and enjoy par of the Alternative music era. 

Song now playing: "Window Paine"-Smashing Pumpkins (Lyrics) (Site)

My friends the superheroes (June 24, 2001)
So I had a neat idea while I was in the shower today: what superheroes best describe my friends? Didn’t think much of the thought at the time, but as the morning moved along on, I thought about it more and more, so here’s what I came up with:

· Mike: The Silver Surfer. Mike’s very philosophical and has liked silver in the past. It’s not because he’s from another planet. 

· Jen: Wonder Woman. Jen’s absolutely wonderful in every way. She’s also pretty strong too. 

· Nick: Batman. Nick’s as suave as Bruce Wayne and wants to be as rich as him. Although he has no special powers, Nick always has a utility belt of cool things. 

· Darrell: Cyclops. Darrell will surely be a great leader one day. 

· Mark: Robin. Just because it would be funny to see Mark as Nick’s sidekick, LOL. 

· Vince: Spiderman. Hard to describe, but Vince is very multi-talented and this superhero seems to fit. Besides, he’s a web monkey. 

· Kevin: The Hulk. Kevin’s a lean, mean fighting (and auditing) machine. 

· Neil: Gambit. Neil is a lady-styler. 

· Robin: Jean Grey. The hair, the hair! 

· Jeff: Wolverine. Jeff gets pretty angry if you try to hug him (don’t ask), like Wolverine would. 

· Me: Superman. I always like to think I’m Clark Kent.

In other weekend happenings, I went to the dancing bylaw protest this afternoon. Can’t say that the pending bylaw will impact me all that much, but I relate to what Mike, Nadine and Cheryl believe in. I also believe in an individual’s rights and freedoms while maintaining a reasonable amount of regulation, which is not in this bylaw. It was a fun "protest" though because basically it was outdoor, mid-day rave. They played lots of cool music and was very relaxing.

The floor is done too! Woo! It looks really good, but is a little hard to get used to. My feet are really sore because it’s not as soft as carpet. I can’t wait to get some new furniture in my room though. I got a big CD tower at Ikea (which is my new favourite store) and am getting a new dresser once the one I want is in stock.

Song now playing: “Raindrops + Sunshowers”-Smashing Pumpkins (Lyrics) (Site)

I'm back... (June 21, 2001)
I told you I’d be back. It’s been a long time-almost two weeks without being online. And honestly, I can’t really say that missed it too much. The beauty (and the chaos) of the house has kept me distracted I guess. All the painting is done and it looks great. My room and the guest room are huckleberry blue, and the rest of the house is “historic tan,” which is a fancy name for a pinkish white. The floor looks great too, but it isn’t done yet. The hallway hasn’t been done and neither have the baseboards. My aunt’s kitchen in her old house went a good 20 years without baseboards because they never got around to it, so I hope we can get them in pretty soon, but we’re waiting until the floors are done. Should be good to get everything back to normal and start redecorating! 

As far as what I did the past two weeks, not a whole lot. I’ve watched a lot of movies: Swordfish, Traffic, Shrek and Tomb Raider. Shrek was the best of the bunch-it was hilarious. I especially liked their mocking of wrestling. “Use the chair, use the chair!” I’ve spent way too much money though, so I probably won’t be going to another movie anytime soon (except maybe the Fast and the Furious...). 

Speaking of movies, I just finished watching the Shawshank Redemption for likely the tenth time. TBS must play it every two months or so and it’s such a good movie! It’s one of those movies that you could just watch over and over again and it just gets better, similar to the Matrix or Good Will Hunting. Could you tell that those are my three favourite movies?!? 

Work has been going good. Only nine days until the tax return is due, but things are going pretty good. My boss is really cool because when he asks you to do something, he won’t just tell you what to do, but will also explain the importance of the task. He really makes it a learning experience, which is what the Co-op program is about in the first place. Should be a pretty busy next week though, but I will try and update again before the weekend is over. 

“Get busy living, or get busy dieing”-Morgan Freeman, The Shawshank Redemption 

Song now playing: “Jesus Was My Girl”-David Usher

Don't say goodbye, just so long (June 10, 2001)
Just thought I would let you know that I will not be updating my journal/rants/whatever I should be calling this, for about two weeks. With the renovations starting tomorrow, it would be best if my computer was simply out of the way. Never fear though as I will be back in two weeks, but if I do manage to get online elsewhere, I will also try and update. 

Song now playing: "Magdalena"-A Perfect Circle 

Wow (part II) (June 9, 2001)
Well, time to get back to my awesome week. It started great on Tuesday with purchasing the new Radiohead CD and Matthew Good Band EP. Both are very good, particularly Radiohead. Very spacey. I also got the Josie and the Pussycats soundtrack for my birthday, so I have lots of new music to listen to now. 

Tuesday was pretty good too because I was on an ICQ chat with Mark and Nick. Pretty fun, especially since we don’t get a chance to talk to Mark too often. We even gossiped about our ex-girlfriends! (We all seemed to have girlfriends back when we were in grade 11). 

Wednesday was an eye opener because I got my new glasses. I can see, I can see! Everything looks so much clearer now, especially colours. Best of all, I might be able to see the board when I go back to school in the fall and I won’t have to ask Nick all the time about what the prof is writing. They came with a snazzy sunglasses clip too, so I don’t have to constantly switch pairs. They didn’t take much time to get used to either, which was good because I learned Argentine Tango that night. I liked it a lot and think it is my favourite out of the new dances we’ve learned so far (Paso Doble is #2, West Coast Swing #3). Argentine Tango is the anti-thesis of ballroom tango and maybe that’s why I liked it so much. It is very dramatic, but also very unstructured, so you can play around with all sorts of different moves. 

For continuity, I’ll mention more about Thursday. Besides getting the new CD, I also got a suit bag, two casual/dressy shirts, and a pair of khakis from my mom. Jen’s mom also got me a cute beach towel and Neil got me Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. More details on my wicked birthday are in the previous entry. 

Yesterday was fun as well because I went out with Mike and some of his friends to dinner. We went to a Lebanese restaurant on the south side and it was really good. The vegetables had lots of vinegar, but it was definitely better than expected. Neil and Jocelyn came too, so it was lots of fun. Went to a nearby cheesecake restaurant after and I had Peach Raspberry-very good. I’ve had way too many sweets lately though, it being my birthday and all. 

So all in all, a great past few days. Maybe being 21 isn’t the end of the world after all-it’s only the beginning! 

Song now playing: “Rhythm Divine”-Enrique Iglesias 

Wow (June 8, 2001)
Wow-what a past few days! I feel like I have so much to talk about. I don’t even know where to begin. I might even have to make this a two part entry. 

Firstly, yesterday was my birthday. Can’t believe I am already 21. Supposedly everything goes downhill from here, but I don’t think so. Everything seems to be going really well right now, especially since I felt so loved yesterday. Mark, Nick (x 4), Kevin and Jeni even sent me greeting cards. Lana also sent me a miniature storybook. Thanks again so much everyone. You really know how to make a person feel special (not “special” special either). My boss even surprised me with a piece of cake. 

Well, this seems like a good place to pause for some rest. I promise to post a second part tomorrow. 

Song now playing: “Morning Bell/Amnesiac”-Radiohead 

I know the pieces fit because I saw them fall apart (June 3, 2001)
Hmmm…can’t think of how to start this opening paragraph. What to say, what to say? How about I got $100, I got $100! I won an award for my Co-op paper from last semester, so I'm in the money :) However, I bought my new specs yesterday. Very exciting, but my $100 will be going towards them. They should be ready by Tuesday or Wednesday. It will great to see everything again, or as my optometrist put it, to “see like a hawk.” Wonder what the world will look like through new eyes... 

Preparation for the renovations is coming along smoothly. We ripped out a lot of carpet yesterday and I took more things down from the walls in my room this morning. I’ve begun to realize that I’m an absolute pack rat, as I can’t seem to be able to throw anything out. I’m also unsure of how I’m going to redecorate my room once it’s painted, as I probably won’t put a lot of things back up. An interior designer is coming on Friday though, so maybe he/she will have some radical suggestions. 

Well, until next time, live long and prosper. 

“Life is not so important as the duties of life”-John Randolph 

Song now playing: “Superheroes”-Daft Punk 

Bryan Returns (May 29, 2001)
Sorry to be away so long, but I’ve been fairly busy with this and that. I would have written yesterday, but scribble was down. It’s just as well I guess since I caught up on my Co-op journal and did a few other things. My house has also been somewhat chaotic since we are preparing to get the inside repainted and to get hardwood floors. Should look really great when its finished, so only a few more weeks to go! 

As you can tell by the title, I just go back from seeing the Mummy Returns. It was wicked! The special effects were great and I didn’t think the storyline was that bad. It was fairly predictable however as everything just happened to fall into place at the right time, but still very good. I also saw Antitrust and Miss Congeniality on the weekend and they were very good as well, especially Antitrust. I wonder if they are watching me right now… 

Jen and Mike both revamped their sites recently, so I encourage you to check them out. I also made a few changes to my links page. 

Other than that, all is well with the universe right now. Kind of enjoying the CCA calculations I’m doing at work right now (is something wrong with that?). I’m also going to see the Chantal Kreviazuk concert in June. Plus, I'm getting new glasses this weekend and it’s my birthday next week! 

Song now playing: "Parabola"-Tool 

Introspection (May 21, 2001)
I really like this Co-op journal assignment, despite the fact that it’s the last thing I want to do on Victoria Day morning. It’s very introspective (ahhhh, Psych 104 coming back to haunt me!), as for every week, I have to write about these three topics:

  1. What did I do (concisely explain specific tasks, meetings, etc.)? 

  2. What have I learned this week (including both soft and hard skills)? 

  3. What have I learned about myself (strengths and shortcomings)? 

I guess I would always informally think about these subjects during my last work term, but it’s a whole new ball game when you put it in writing (or I guess, computer bytes). I do like it in a sense that I feel it is important to analyze and evaluate my performance during a work term, as it is my foot in the door to the working world and the company itself. In fact, these rants themselves are introspective, as I often reflect on my strengths and shortcomings (mostly shortcomings though) in general. Maybe that’s why I like the assignment so much. Of course, you could also construe my enjoyment as a twisted fondness of homework, LOL =P. 

In other recent happenings, Jeff’s going away party was on Saturday. He got a wicked Co-op job in London and will be leaving Tuesday. Wasn’t too exciting though (the party that is). I had a vodka and 7-Up and I could feel it. Man, I am a horribly cheap drunk! Anyway, I also went to the Spring Dance social last night. Wasn’t too great either-they either played dances that I couldn’t do at all, ones I couldn’t do very well, or ones I knew how to do, but just forgot (so that pretty much makes all of them :) I think I need to practice more, that’s for sure. I also started reading Bridget Jones’s Diary (Note: why don’t they just say Jones’?). It’s pretty interesting, except it’s a British novel, making it somewhat difficult to read. You catch on after awhile though. So any ladies out there over 30, beware emotional fuckwittage! 

Recent website updates: Added a Joke Artists page. 

Song now playing: "Renegades of Funk"-Rage Against The Machine

You are the weakest link-goodbye (May 17, 2001)
Man, I just read my previous rant and what was I on? Obviously some cheap substance because it was just awful! I mean it was short, not very interesting and worst of all, it made me look like a geek. Well, I guess I can’t fight the truth, but I guess I should give you guys a reason to read these, shouldn’t I? 

I went to log in to update my rants and I noticed that scribble.nu posts examples of entries on its page. I went through them and they were pretty interesting. Unfortunately, most were pretty negative, so that kind of brought me down. I guess a lot of people hate high school these days…There was one really positive entry though-very inspiring. It all just reminded me how different everyone is and really made me feel like an individual. 

Song now playing: "Simple Kind of Life"-No Doubt 

Entry #40 (May 15, 2001)
Hey-scribble still works. Wicked! I was worried because it was down all day yesterday, especially since I have no backup for the more recent rants I’ve put on here. I guess I should work on that eh? 

What’s even more wicked is that I get to play Risk tonight! Did I ever mention that it’s my FAVOURITE board game? I think I’ve only ever won once, but I love the strategy, the alliances, and most of all, the double-crosses. All I know is I have to avoid getting stuck next to Mike because we always end up fighting each other. 

Work is going good. Still plugging away at the tax credit. I also started my Co-op journal (about a week and a half behind schedule). I thought it would be easy, but I think in the long run, it will end up taking more time than the 10-page paper. Grrrr. 

Recent website updates: I updated and expanded my countdown. I also added Placebo to my Other Artists page. 

Song now playing: "Right Behind You"-Our Lady Peace 

Go Pittsburgh! (May 10, 2001)
I'm writing this rant from the seat of pants, so to speak, so excuse me for any confusion and/or boredom that may result from reading this. 

Firstly-way to go Pittsburgh! They won 3-2 in overtime! Woo! So now it's my team that is trying to take down Nick's Devils. I actually would have liked to see Toronto take NJ, even though it would have cost us big time in the hockey pool. 

Ever been driving and all of a sudden realize you're actually driving? I have no idea how I got home today, but I did. Between listening to tunes and general daydreaming, I can honestly say I thought about driving only 10% of the time. I'm surprised how automatic I find it now. 

Other than that, not much is new. Tonight I felt kind of blah for some reason. Maybe it's because of the fact that not much is new. I'm also pretty tired from dancing last night (more details on the Viennese Waltz lesson on Nick's rants. You'll also see on the rant that Nick admitted to losing to me at Family Feud, but failed to mention that I gave him the winning answer in his victory, LOL. 

Song now playing: "Erase N' Rewind"-The Cardigans 

Placebo (May 7, 2001)
I thought that to make up for my deficiency in entries lately, I'd write two back-to-back. Besides, I have a lot to talk about. 

Last night was the Placebo concert and it was really good. They played a perfect mix of upbeat and moody songs from their three albums. It also was a good length-not too short, not too long, two encores. In summary: two ears up! 

I operated heavy machinery today! I received a tour of Finning's West Edmonton Branch and got to dig some dirt with a 315C Digger. It was pretty cool. The tour itself was good just to put Finning's business in perspective. 

Recent website updates: In response to Nick's Top 20, I developed my own Top 5 countdown. 

Song now playing: "One More Time"-Daft Punk 

The past week (May 6, 2001)
Well, after a week and a half hiatus, I am finally back. The biggest delay in posting a new rant was that my monitor died on me last weekend. I never realized how important a monitor actually is until I didn’t have one for a week. 

Anyway, I bought a new 17” one yesterday, but that is by no means the end of the story. Oh, Hello, which is the company that supports my rants and guestbook, is in a financial crisis, so I am uncertain whether I will be able to use their services for much longer. So I spent most of yesterday hunting the web for a convenient online diary service. The most notable I found were LiveJournal and Diaryland, but I still prefer this one. If push comes to shove, I’ll go back to my original format, but I like this format better. Oh well-isn’t it really about the rants in the end anyway? 

Another reason why I didn’t get to updating my rants until this morning was because I finally caught up with 1999 and downloaded Winamp and Napster, so I played around with those for awhile. The first three songs I downloaded:

  1. REM-“Man on the Moon” 

  2. The Corrs-“Judy” 

  3. TV Theme-“Secret Agent Man” 

In other news, I ended my time with Capital Health on Monday and started my new Finning job on Tuesday. Training on Monday was crazy because I had tonnes to do and there is no way you can teach someone everything you know in one day. I was able to get most things done though, so that was good. Finning wasn’t terribly exciting this week-it was the worst time to start since my boss was in B.C. most of the time and was really busy the rest of the time. It was good to get started with the company though because the corporate tax return is due June 30th, so the earlier I can start, the better. 

Wow-this is a really long rant. I just also wanted to mention that I saw Butterfly with Jen, Neil and Christina on Tuesday and it was awesome! It helped too that I knew the story (thank goodness for programs), so I could follow the story. I’m sure Jen’s jumping for joy because I’ve been to two ballets and I’ve liked them both so far. 

Song now playing: “Special K”-Placebo (I’m going to their concert tonight too).

Finning Canada (part deux) (Apr. 28, 2001)
I got my first exposure to my new job with Finning yesterday. Gerald (my boss) took my on a quick tour of the building and showed me around. I’m located on the third floor of the corporate office on 107th Avenue and just off 170th Street. It’s really far from my house, but really close to St. Albert, so I guess I’ll be visiting Nick and Jen a lot more this summer than the past semester. Anyway, the building is really nice and I get a bigger cubical than at Capital Health, but not a window. I start this Tuesday. 

Anyway, I wasn’t at Finning too long, so I stopped by Nick’s house on my way to Jen’s. We played Family Feud and Twisted Metal II. I even beat him at Family Feud, which is his favourite game (besides The Sims of course). He also gave me the Pop CD he burned for me and it’s awesome! Although I’m ashamed to like some of the songs (“The Call”-Backstreet Boys, “Nobody Wants To Be Lonely”-Ricky Martin and Christina Aguilera), it’s a good CD. Thanks again Funkmaster! 

In other exciting news, Nick and I are fourth in the hockey pool at my work. We only lost one player too since we didn’t choose anyone from Detroit and had two Toronto players and one Los Angeles player. Wish us luck! 

Song now playing: “Northern Star”-Melanie C 

welcome! (part deux) (Apr. 25, 2001)
Hi everyone and welcome to my new and improved rants page! Aren’t these colours more pleasing than the orange, yellow and black? Other features include being able to easily access previous rants and having titles! Soon you will also be able to add comments to my rants. What do you think the changes? Let me know via blee@ualberta.ca, or my feedback page. 

No time to write more however as I have only 3 days left at work and a 1,000,000 things to do. I spent most of the day on disbursement testing asking many different people questions about this or that. It was actually a lot of fun. I also went to the Edmonton General Hospital cafeteria for lunch and had vanilla pudding. It was really good, yum yum. I’ll have to go again before Monday. 

Song now playing: “Same Drug”-Cold 

days left! (Apr. 20, 2001)
Wow-I've really been listening to the Smashing Pumpkins lately. They've been in the "song now playing" 3 out of the last 5 entries. Cool! Well, I'm listening to some Chili Peppers now, so the SP streak will not continue. Maybe I just want you to visit areas of my site more :) 

Only 6 more days of work! The countdown is on, but I am seriously stressed because I have so much work to do. I guess things wouldn't be so bad if I was staying because I wouldn't have a definite cut off date and I would be passing off most of my work to the new Co-op student, but that's the way it goes sometimes. I'll survive somehow though. 

Man-I miss going to school sometimes. Sure the lack of exams and homework is great, but I miss the social aspect. No cards during breaks, no Booster Juices, no complaining about profs. It's like the good old days are behind and the fight to finish school is on. It kind of scares me too to think I'll be working for a large part of my life because school is really the only life I've ever known. Well, it's a challenge like anything else, and besides, if I like what I'm doing, then what's there to worry about, right? 

In sporting news, I watched the Blue Jays game last night and it went to 17 innings before they finally lost. I wanted to watch it so I could say that I had seen a game go that long. It's also 105 days to the World Track and Field Championships. 

Song now playing: "Easily"-Red Hot Chili Peppers

Somebody told me the wrong way (Apr. 17, 2001)
I got WAY too much chocolate for Easter. Actually, lots is always great for the taste buds, but not for the belly. I have been especially conscience of my weight since RMBS because I gained about 5 pounds, but it feels like a lot more. It's not dragging me down too much, but I should probably do some exercise. 

Other than all the chocolate, not much is new. I just thought I would give all you procrastinating exam writers something to read. You should also check out Darrell's improved website he did for MIS. Heather also did a site for the group. 

"Music is a moral law-it gives wings to the mind, A soul to the universe, Flight to the imagination, A charm to sadness, A life to everything" -Plato 

Song now playing: "Bullet With Butterfly Wings" (live)-Smashing Pumpkins
Josie and the Pussycats (Apr. 14, 2001)
Good news: I finished my Co-op paper. Woo! Plus, I'm even done it early-double woo! Actually, I found it kind of interesting to write because I had personal perspectives that I could incorporate into the paper. So all in all, I'm pretty happy about finishing it, but now I don't really have anything to do, so I thought I would update my rant. 

I had a pretty good day today. I saw two good movies: Josie and the Pussycats and the Legend of Bagger Vance. Josie and the Pussycats was particularly enjoyable. Rachel Leigh Cook was marvellous as always and the movie itself had some good messages regarding being yourself and pop culture. I especially liked the boy band mocking :) 

Recent website updates: I added a James Iha page. It has some really cool pictures and some song lyrics too. I also added a new poll at the top of this page. 

Cool facts about my website: 

  I've had about 480 visitors since November 2000, including people from the United Kingdom, Montreal, Quebec City, Guelph, Vancouver and Calgary. 

  This rants page has had a few referrals from sclub.com 

Song now playing: "Absolutely Happy"-Melanie Doane

Happy Easter! (Apr. 12, 2001)
Big surprise again-I haven't updated my rants in awhile. I'm trying, but I've been fairly busy lately. It was Jen's 21st birthday on Monday, so Happy Birthday darling! I really hope you enjoyed your presents. 

I also have to send out big congratulations to Robin, who will be joining Jen at Western Economic Diversification. 

Well, only a little over two weeks left until my job with Capital Health ends and I start my new job with Finning. Should be interesting to see the difference in environments, structure, culture, etc. (sorry-I've been spending a lot of time writing my Co-op paper and I'm in a real analytical mode). I will also be the only person from our department at work on Friday or Monday, so I guess I'll be in charge, hee hee. Except what fun is being the boss without getting to boss around (or "dictate") others? (right Grad Council 1998...) 

As for relaxation, I've really been trying to listen to as much music as possible, especially my favourite bands that I have sort of neglected lately, like the Smashing Pumpkins or the Goo Goo Dolls. It's always a great feeling to listen to some good tunes and just re-realize how great some of your favourite CDs really are. 

I also forgot to mention that I am still having problems with my schedule for next year. Accounting 488 (Selected Topics in Accounting) is not offered and the system won't let me take Accounting 456 (Auditing), so as of now, I'm only registered in four classes per semester. I am still debating whether to take a summer night class. I'll figure out something hopefully. 

Anyway, gotta run, but good luck on finals everyone and Happy Easter! 

"Pink ribbon scars that never forget/I tried so hard to cleanse these regrets/My angel wings were bruised and restrained" -Today, Smashing Pumpkins 

Song now playing: "Tristessa"-Smashing Pumpkins
Finning Canada (Apr. 7, 2001)
It's been six days since I've updated this? Wow-time sure has been flying fast lately. I had a pretty busy week this week. Last night was Top Hat and Tails for the U of Dance Club and it was really good. The TA couple performances and formations were amazing and so were the competitions! There were no marriage proposals like at the Beach Social, but all in all, it was great. It's the end of the year though, so I guess no more dancing until September :(. Leslie and Jen had suggested that I try out for a TA spot, but I don't think I would make it and I would much rather take classes than be a TA. However, it would be a good opportunity for some free dance lessons. I'm still thinking about it. 

In other news, I got a position for the summer with Finning Canada!!! It's a Tax Accounting position, so that should be cool. It actually sounded a lot like what I do now, except instead of interpreting Capital Health policies, I'll be interpreting the Income Tax Act. It sounds like a really great company too and Jen also ended up getting the position with Western Economic Diversification she wanted the same day I got my job, so all in all, it worked out really well. 

I actually own my own car now! I have been the only one driving it for three years, but now it's officially mine. I even got a brand spanking new license plate, which was really weird because I've always been used to the good old BCK licence plate. It was also weird because the plate was clean but the rest of my car was extremely dirty. As Nick said, it was like when you buy new white shoes and wear them for the first time. 

Song now playing: "Million"-David Usher

Survey results (Apr. 1, 2001)
About a week ago, Nick and I (but mostly Nick), furthered our addiction to e-mail surveys and created another reverse survey for our friends to fill out. Here are some of my more interesting results:

· What was my name in another life? -Superman (Jocelyn & Jen) 

· What was your first impression of me? -nice guy--seems pretty smart too. (But I have a Hi-Q shirt and I know he is jealous) (Darrell) 

· What is the most attractive part of my body? -feet (Leanne-what's so great about my feet?). Ryan and Mike said my hair though, so that was pretty cool. 

· What's something that you always wanted to know about me? -what size my feet are (Leanne again) 

· Name someone I don't like & why? -Nancy MacBeth. No one seems to like her much anymore! (Darrell) 

· Ever had a dream with me in it? If so, describe it -right before my Acctg 415 midterm, I had this REALLY crazy dream about all of you guys. You dumped Jen & went out with Leanne!?!? The 2 of you owned some business... and Mark tried asking out Jen but she just laughed at him LOL I landed out getting out of Accounting for some reason and became an architect?!?! And I went out with our dance instructor (Leslie)... but yeah, just really weird stuff! I shouldn't eat so much junk food before I go to bed :) (Nick) 

· Why are you friends with me? -because you're a good friend in return (Mike) 

· What's my coolest piece of clothing? -That pimpin' shirt you had in that one photo... heeheee (Ryan) 

· What are some things that I like to do? -Listen to music, hang out and do nothing (Mike-right on brotha!) 

· Name 5 personality traits about me -smart, handsome, sensitive, thoughtful, and motivated (Jen) 

· Am I destined for success? -I only associate with people destined for success...call me elitist! (Jen) 

· What kind of person would you picture me going out with? -smart, beautiful, sexy, fun, full of life...really perfect in every way! (Jen-hmmmm...wonder who she's talking about?) 

· What song best describes me? -"Kryptonite" from Three Doors Down (Nick) 

· What's my ICQ nickname? If I don't have ICQ, what should it be if I did? -It's Clark Kent... I thought Zero was also cool. If you didn't have ICQ, it should be Cookie Monster!!! (Nick) 

· What's one of my biggest secrets? -You have a secret longing to own a beautiful puppy that will grow up to be a great big, huge, lovable, slobbery dog! (Jen, wishing hopefully) 

· If there were one thing that I could improve about myself, what would it be? -get really drunk sometime (Mike-I think he's the one person that DIDN'T say I needed to be more outgoing). 

· If I were playing Risk, what continent would I try to take over? What would my strategy be? -hahahahahahhahaah! hahahah! Sorry, I'm just sitting here laughing. That is an awesome, awesome survey question. Bryan, you would try for either Europe or maybe Africa. It's kind of in the middle, not toooo dramatic--and somehow, it never seems to work out quite right (Darrell) 

· What's your favourite memory of something you did with me? -going to Italy (Mike) 

· Will we be friends forever? -yes, I wouldn't want it any other way! (Jen) 

· What are my 3 biggest priorities in life? -be successful (Jen), become a suave accountant (Nick), and having friends you can count on and have fun with (Darrell)

"Adolescence is a marketing tool" -from the movie Almost Famous
Song now playing-"Today" (live)-Smashing Pumpkins
If I got crazy then will you still call me Superman? (Mar. 29, 2001)
Short entry today, but I thought I would give you something to read since no one seems to be updating his or her rants lately (the grammar check made me change "their" to "his or her"-do you agree?). Anyway, work has been tough the past few days. Scheduling meetings and appointments has become very exhausting and frustrating lately, but I'm surviving through it. I guess it's all a part of working in an office. 

Dance class was lots of fun yesterday. It was a "dress as your favourite celebrity" class and Leslie and the TA's were the Spice Girls and Jim was Austin "Danger" Powers (groovy baby!). I am actually beginning to not despise the Waltz or Fox Trot and am seriously thinking that I like Swing over the Cha-Cha sometimes. Leslie even asked me if I was going to try out for the TA core! I don't think I could do that, but it is a flattering thought-she is the instructor after all! Maybe I'm not such a bad dancer after all.. 

"If I go crazy then will you still call me Superman?"-Kryptonite, 3 Doors Down 

Song now playing: "Alien"-Bush

You want a title? You can't handle a title! (Mar. 25, 2001)
Well, you can go ahead and ignore my last entry because everything changed on me on Friday. First of all, our Audit Senior is really sick and will be gone two weeks, so I have had to pick up some of her work on top of my already overflowing workload. It's not that bad though-I got to do an inventory count at the Royal Alexandra Hospital, which was kind of interesting. It also helped to bring a lot of processes in perspective, so from a leaning viewpoint, it was great. However, from a stress level point of view, it's causing me some big headaches because I have to juggle that project along with my own projects. 

Secondly, I got a job interview! It's with Finning Canada and it's a Tax Accounting position, so it's related to what I'm looking at doing when I get out of university. The interview is on Tuesday and I'm extremely nervous. It will likely be my last chance at finding a job away from Capital Health. 

In other news, I went to the Dance Club Beach Social last night and I got my name into the minutes of the general meeting! I nominated Jen for the Club Council Representative position, which she won by an overwhelming margin. Congratulations! I bought a cool cabana for the dance too, which was totally fun to wear. I felt like Neil! 

I've also decided on my schedule for next year, so if you'd like to stalk me, here's your opportunity... (Disclaimer: please don't stalk me). 

Song now playing: "The Bazaar"-The Tea Party

Waaaazzzzuuuup?!?!? (Mar. 22, 2001)
Waaaazzzzuuuup?!?!? Can you believe that's the first time I've used that phrase on this page? I would have thought I would have used it dozens of times by now. Oh well. This entry won't be as long as Mark's or Nick's recent entries, but I thought I would update you all on my world. Work went pretty good today-I felt like I'm finally getting some stuff finished and not being constantly behind. Granted I am behind, but at least I can see the forest(fire) beyond the trees, so to speak.

So now that things are getting back to "normal" at work, anyone want to go to lunch with me one day downtown? Let me know at blee@ualberta.ca.

I want to give big congratulations out to Jen for landing her job interview with Western Economic Development. Good luck tomorrow! As for me, I am still jobless for next summer, but remain optimistic (perhaps blindly though).

Wait a minute-I just said I was optimistic and then add a contradictory statement after? Hmmm...guess I'm not so optimistic after all...

Recent website updates: I've created a pictures page. It's fairly small right now-two RMBS photos and the silver picture, but I plan to add more as I go. I've also had a few new entries to my guestbook.

"Osta lasagne, don't get any on ya" -Emilio Estevez, Mission Impossible
Song now playing: "Magdalena"-A Perfect Circle

Hornbeam tree (Mar. 19, 2001)
Is it just me or has nothing changed since last semester? No matter how well I do in school, I can't seem to find a Co-op job. The whole state of affairs is actually depressing because I don't want to return to Capital Health and I REALLY don't want to take summer classes. Don't get me wrong-I enjoy working at Capital Health and I have learned a lot, but I would like a change. My spirits aren't lifted either after I just checked the new job postings and found a whole lot of nothing! 

It's official-my minor is now Business Economics and Law. I think it will be a lot more interesting than Finance and it will help to broaden my "mad business skillz." 

My tree description: HORNBEAM TREE (the Good Taste) - of cool beauty, cares for its looks and condition, good taste, is not egotistic, makes life as comfortable as possible, leads a reasonable and disciplined life, looks for kindness and acknowledgment in an emotional partner, dreams of unusual lovers, is seldom happy with its feelings, mistrusts most people, is never sure of its decisions, very conscientious. (Source: Jen) 

"When life hands you lemons, make some hard lemonade and get wasted!" -Bryan Lee (joking) 

Song now playing: "I Won't Stay"-Holly McNarland

St. Patrick's Day (Mar. 17, 2001)
Happy St. Patrick's Day everyone! Hope the luck of the Irish is treating you well this weekend. I am still pretty burned out from early in the week. I am just so tired and unmotivated to do anything (except maybe update my rants). I lost in the RMBS elections on Wednesday, so I was a little disappointed about that. As always, I will stay involved one-way or the other. I might try for an Associate position on the committee, or just write more for the Gateway. 

In other news, my "person of the week" is Mike. Not only did he get me a wicked copy of Machina II by the Smashing Pumpkins, but after a month and a half, he has finally updated his journal! He also completely revamped his page, so check it out now, the funk so brotha, check it out now... 

Also, I want say a big thank you to all my loyal, devoted, loving, super-great, sexy web surfers out there for visiting my page. I've now had over 400 hits since November 22, 2000. 

I can take the hint: obviously many of you don't like my rants page. In the recent poll, 5 of you (36%) felt you'd rather read your textbooks than read my rants. I do not know if that had anything to do with midterms coming up or something, but I promise you I will try to make them more exciting. The good news is that 2 of you (14%) said you read my rants all the time and that 5 of you (36%) think that they're wicked. Rounding out the results: s'alright, 2 votes (14%), and boring, 0 votes (0%). 

Recent website updates: I've been a busy Web Monkey today. I've added a new poll to the top of this page, so I encourage you to fill it out; your feedback is always appreciated. I've also added a counter to this page and added more pictures to my Greeting Card section. Edmonton's Maren Ord has also been added to the Other Artists page. 

Song now playing: "Try, Try, Try" (alt. version)-Smashing Pumpkins
Chicken Little (Mar. 13, 2001)
Call me Chicken Little because I could swear the sky is falling. We're getting a bunch of snow and the Tories have won a huge majority government. I didn't expect the Liberals to beat the PC's, but how could the PC's win 74 seats??? That's unreal. Honestly, I don't see how Albertans could look past Power Deregulation, Bill 11 and Stockwell Day's lawsuit fiasco and actually give Ralph Klein MORE support. Oh well-we do live in a democratic society and what's done is done. I'm just disappointed that Jen's dad lost considering he would have worked really hard and that Dave Broda (the PC Incumbent) didn't attend any of the forums. 

Anyway, today was pretty good. I had a big meeting with some important people from Accounting Services and Material Management that went really well. I kind of fumbled the introduction because I was nervous, but everything else went well. I was also able to get a few other things done too and finally get a dentist's appointment. I hadn't been to the dentist in almost a year and it is totally different. The office is completely renovated and they have TV's everywhere! It was pretty snazzy. 

In more news, the RMBS elections are tomorrow. I hope they go a little better than yesterday's election... Anyway, as I mentioned before, I'm running for VP Treasury and would be totally stoked if I got the position. I think it would be a total blast and it would be good accounting learning experience. Besides, I want to go to RMBS again, but want to contribute more. I'd rather not go and take up another person's spot-I want to earn my spot! Anyway, I'll try my best and wish me luck! 

"Your best? Losers always whine about their best. Winners go home and f*ck the prom queen." -Sean Connery, The Rock 

Song now playing: "The Story of 100 Aisles"-Our Lady Peace

Relaxing (Mar. 8, 2001)
What a difference a few days can make. Monday and Tuesday of this week were brutal. No matter how hard I tried I couldn't get close to finishing my big disbursement review project. It was extremely frustrating too because it has been late for a while now and I seem to be the only one concerned about it. Things have turned around though the past two days. I learned to relax a little. I realized one of my biggest problems was that we have a lot more to report on than we did last month, so that's a big reason why I was so behind. It also didn't help that I missed a week because of RMBS. So really, everything is going great and tomorrow is casual day, so I can wear one of my cool new sweaters! 

Another reason I feel more relaxed was because I had dance class yesterday. I had lots of fun despite the fact that I couldn't do the Grapevine for the Fox Trot at all. We were able to work on a lot of dances at the end of the class, which was totally awesome, and I even remember the Rumba now! I was listening to Enrique Iglesias on the bus today and I was counting steps in my head the whole way. 

Of course, just when I was starting to relax, I get a call from AltaGas on Wednesday to schedule a job interview for Friday. So now I am stressed again, especially since it is a phone interview and I've never had one of those before. I think it should go alright-I'll just have to make sure I prepare tonight. 

I want to give a big shout out to Kevin for creating a rants site. He was even listening to Radiohead-way to go Kev! Also want to acknowledge my sweety Jen for updating her rants page after a 36-day hiatus. 

Fact of the day: The Houston Astros were the first baseball team to use artificial grass. That's why it is called "astroturf." 

Wow-this is a pretty long rant for me, so I had better quit while I am ahead. Just thought I would mention that I forgot to post my March 4th rant, so I have included it below, so really, you get two for the price of one! 

Song now playing: "Camouflage"-Third Eye Blind

Jedi mind tricks (Mar. 4, 2001)
I had a really good day yesterday. Despite my doubts over campaigning, it actually went really well. I convinced three people to put lawn signs up (even without using Jedi mind tricks!). It was beautiful weather too and that certainly helped to raise my spirits. 

I also saw Down To You last night starring Freddie Prince Jr. and Julia Stiles. It was surprisingly good and much more realistic than She's All That or 10 Things I Hate About You. I could personally relate to a lot of what happened in the movie, which made it much more relevant. No bets, no weird dads-just a good love story. 

In other news, I finally got Mike's birthday present after being just over a month late. Sorry about that one Mike-please don't impeach me. I have just been so busy lately that I didn't get a chance to pick something up. It didn't help when I add absolutely no idea what to get him either. He did like it though, so I think it was worth the wait. 

My thanks go out to all the people that have voted on my poll so far. I'm glad to see that no one has found this page boring yet. Any suggestions for a future poll? 

Recent website updates: I added more pictures and backgrounds to my Greeting Cards section. I have also switched from Word to HTML in writing my rants. 

Song now playing: "All I Want"-Maren Ord

3000 Miles to Graceland (Mar. 3, 2001)
Thought I would make a quick entry since I'm not very tired (despite the fact that I have to get up really early tomorrow). I saw 3000 Miles to Graceland last night. It had some definite twists and a scorpion fight scene at the start that had nothing to do with anything, but it was alright. It was good to see a few of the cast of characters I don't get to see very often, particularly Mark, Vince and Lana. Nick came too. I also decided this week to run for VP Treasury on RMBS, so wish me luck! The elections are in two weeks. 

Recent website updates: As you can tell, I added a poll at the top of this page. I also added a Greeting Cards section. 

"Space may be the final frontier, but it's made in a Hollywood basement"-Californication, Red Hot Chili Peppers 

Song now playing: "With Arms Wide Open"-Creed

New Corrs CD (Feb. 26, 2001)
Well since Nick took time out of his busy schedule to update his rant, I thought I would do the same. Besides, what else am I going to do on a Monday night besides watch the "big" debate? I almost felt sorry for Ralph Klein since the other leaders were really criticizing him (that's a big "almost" though). Honestly, I don't see how he thinks he deserves to get re-elected, but I guess that's just my opinion. As you can tell, I'm not a big fan of his. 

In other news, I got the first Corrs CD today (Forgiven, Not Forgotten). Everyone on the Corrs newsgroup says it's their best, but I never thought anything could top Talk on Corners. This comes close though. It's got some good instrumentals too, as well as The Right Time, which is one of my favourite songs by them. 

Random Bryan facts: 

  My ICQ nickname is Clark Kent. 

  When I was born, I weighed 5 pounds and 7 ounces. 

  He-Man was the first show I ever remember seeing on TV. 

  My favourite numbers are 7, 18 and 66. 

  I've never eaten sushi. 

Song now playing: "Leave Me Alone"-The Corrs

RMBS (Feb, 24, 2001)
The Rocky Mountain Business Seminar (RMBS) was incredible. It was an experience that united both learning and enjoyment and focussed on professional development. Listening to the many speakers really opened my eyes to the opportunities that are out there for me. Overwhelming is the thought that comes to mind when I think of the decisions that I will be facing in the next couple of years. Where should I work for my next two Co-op terms? What courses should I take to round out my degree? Is the CA route the best for me? RMBS really made me think about these questions and more and showed me a lot about myself. I feel empowered now to take the future into my hands and see where it leads me. 

I also found it valuable just to socialize with business students from all over the country and have a good time. That is definitely something I don’t do enough. 

A CMA rant (Source: CMA Management Magazine):

I’m not a bookkeeper or a bean counter.
I don’t wear armbands or a green visor or crunch numbers in my sleep.
And I don’t do audits, reviews, or compilations, although I’m certain those who do are really, really nice.
I think strategically, not historically.
And I take my place on the front lines, not on the sidelines keeping score.
I believe in leading, not following; creativity, not consistency.
And that we CMAs are a truly noble profession.
CMA Canada is 40,000 strong, across Canada and around the world, and awards the best profession in North America.
My name is Carol, not Joe, and I...am...a CMA.
Song now playing: "High Speed"-Coldplay

Reading Week (Feb. 18, 2001)
Wow-it’s Reading Week already?!? 2001 is sure flying by fast. Last year’s Reading Week doesn’t seem that long ago. Man how things have changed in a year. Instead of studying my ass off and trying to catch up, I’m going on this amazing seminar (RMBS) that I never imagined I would attend. I am working at a REAL job instead of just quitting DQ. Plus, I have gotten to know the most amazing person in the world! It’s just such a shocker when I look back on the person I was just one year ago and how much I have changed since then. The greatest though is the fact that I feel more like myself than ever before. 

Hmmm...I wonder what I’ll be like next year? 

Song now playing: "Queen"-Tonic 

more than meets the eye... (Feb. 15, 2001)
Is it just me or is Mother Nature against me? No matter which direction I walked in today, the wind was always in my face. My poor cheeks are getting so red that I’m going to turn into the Valentine Bear. You’ve heard of the Valentine Bear, right? He’s the one that delivers chocolate to everyone on Valentine’s Day, just like the Easter Bunny on Easter. No one ever believes me though, so I always end up feeling like Charlie Brown believing in the Great Pumpkin. 

You won’t believe what I found on the Web today-A Transformers Encyclopaedia! That’s right, and it has all this cool information about all sorts of different Transformer things, like the Cybertronian Civil Wars, Charr, and how long a Breem is! It didn’t have any pictures though, but it was still pretty interesting. 

Song now playing: "Push"-Sky 

Jasper (Feb. 12, 2001)
So why did I wait so long to go to Jasper? Must have been because I was a complete idiot because it was so awesome! The mountains are so beautiful-I wish I could wake up and see them every morning, but I suppose two mornings will have to suffice. I also did a little hiking and swimming, and the free food and alcohol was pretty nice too. I think I have a new favourite drink; have you ever had a Singapore Sling? If not, I suggest you try one-they’re deadly. 

Unfortunately, all perfect moments end too quickly and I had to return to home. Work went not too badly today, except I found out at like 3:00pm that the big meeting I mentioned last entry is tomorrow, not Wednesday, so I’m pretty nervous. I really want to make a good impression, but I don’t think I’ve been living up to my full potential so far in this job. It has nothing to do with my effort level either-I give 100% all the time. I think it’s just my attitude and my lack of self-confidence. I’m trying though and it’s all part of the learning process. 

Word of the Day: Halcyon-tranquil, happy, idyllic, etc. (Source: Webster’s Dictionary) 

Song now playing: "Hit or Miss"-Goo Goo Dolls 

Excited (Feb. 8, 2001)
Short rant tonight; must get sleep because I am going to Jasper for the weekend tomorrow. Woo! Can you tell I’m excited? I think it will be awesome and it will be great to get away from it all, particularly work. We are so far behind and things just seem to get worse and worse. I’m really worried actually because we have this big meeting next week with the Manager of Payroll and she’s pure evil. She reminds me of Ms. Tuba actually. I just hope it goes alright. 

Recent website updates: Changed the banner on my Start Page. It’s a little more exciting than "Bryan’s Webpage." Hope you like. 

Song now playing: "Sonnet"-The Verve 

Breathtaking moments (Feb. 4, 2001)
Uh oh, now it’s been four days since I’ve updated my rant?!? I can’t get into this bad habit because I don’t want to let you, the loyal readers down. However, I can’t say that I have anything terribly exciting to say. Gaston mentioned that I should put more detailed personal matters on here, but I don’t know about that suggestion. I just use my personal diary for that stuff. I guess for now, I won’t expose you to my twisted psyche.

Why did Rachel Perry (MuchMusic VJ) dye her hair? She looks really weird as a brunette. I finally noticed it today because I actually watched some TV for once. I feel like I haven’t done that in forever. I watched some of the XFL game today too. I was really impressed because it’s a lot different from the NFL. No superstars-just playing some exciting football. I also really like the fact that you have to perform a two-point conversion just to get the point after a touchdown. I could do without the hype, trash-talking and WWF involvement though.

Inspiration for the day: "Life is not made up of moments of breath. Life is made up of breathtaking moments." (Source: February Co-op Newsletter).

Some of my breathtaking moments (in no particular order):

· Seeing Billy sing "words defy the plans" during Mayonaise at Summersault 2000 

· Jen’s smile 

· Riding the gondolas in Venice and the beauty of Florence 

· The hills of Drumheller 

· Winning first place for my income tax program 

· Seeing Joe Carter hit that homerun 

· Encounters With Canada in Ottawa 

· MCing at Graduation

Song now playing: "Go"-Smashing Pumpkins
A busy beaver (Jan. 31, 2001)
What’s the deal-I haven’t updated my rant in three days? What’s with that?!? Guess I had better get cracking.... So what’s new in my life? Well, work has definitely stepped up a notch in the past week. There is too much to do and not enough time to do it in. The pile of things to do is starting to get manageable however, so that is a good sign. I am trying to do the best job I can, so that is really all I can ask of myself. I think next month will be a little less chaotic though. 

I am also very happy because today was my last day of shots. Since I’m doing site visits at the hospitals, I had to get all my vaccinations up-to-date and I’ve had a total of four needles over the past two weeks. That’s four needles too many! Actually though, only one hurt, so I was pretty relieved about that. I didn’t have to get a tetanus shot either, which is the most painful of them all! 

I’ve also been a busy little beaver regarding my website. I have now added a Corrs page, increasing the number of featured artists to six on my Main page. I’ve also added A Perfect Circle to my Other Artists page, as well as improved my Links page by adding really cool pictures of my friends’ websites. I encourage you to check out all the changes. Check it out now, the funk soul brother, check it out now, the funk soul brother... 

Top Ten Headlines if Superheroes were real (Source: The Gateway):

  10. Superfriends disabled, citing idiotic name. 

  9. Aquaman found dead in tuna net. 

  8. Superman tops Blackwell’s worst dressed list-again. 

  7. Florida calls on the Flash to help with recount. 

  6. Dr. Strange heralds benefits of alternative medicine. 

  5. X-Men to clean up image, change name to PG-13-Men. 

  4. Hawkman prime suspect in birdwatcher’s heart attack. 

  3. Iceman and Human Torch at odds. 

  2. Batman denies inappropriate relationship with Boy Wonder. 

  1. Hulk kills hundreds in tragic St. Patrick’s Day pinching mishap. 

Song now playing: "I Miss New Wave"-Matthew Good Band
Dance workshop (Jan. 28, 2001)
Well, I enjoyed my last day of freedom. I can’t say I did anything too exciting. I went to the Cha-Cha workshops this morning and they were lots of fun and I learned lots of new moves (which I forget already). Ginnette, our instructor, went really fast though, so my feet really hurt by the end. Other than that, I did the usual last second cleaning to make sure the house looks spotless. I’d have to admit that I will miss being on my own-I really enjoyed it. There were a few things I missed; I was lonely at times, but it was nothing ICQ or running on the treadmill couldn’t take care of. Besides, I could listen to all the music I wanted to without interruption. 

I must say that I am disturbed over the number of junk e-mail messages I have been receiving lately. In the past 5 days, I’ve gotten 12 junk messages. I know I usually complain that I don’t get enough e-mail, but I’d rather have none over this. 

Recent website updates: Added a Matthew Good Band page to my site. It’s got some cool pictures and song quotes on it, so I encourage you to check it out. A link to it was added on the Main page. I also changed my Other Artists page a bit too. I added S Club 7 just for Nick. 

The BEAR’s Top 5 Songs of 2000:

  1. "Kryptonite"-3 Doors Down 

  2. "Beautiful Day"-U2 

  3. "With Arms Wide Open"-Creed 

  4. "Otherside"-Red Hot Chili Peppers 

  5. "I Disappear"-Metallica 

Song now playing: "Suddenly"-Jet Set Satellite

Superheroes save the day! (Jan. 25, 2001)
Wow-good thing I made that list of my top 5 superheroes last rant. Yesterday in dance class, this girl asked me what the "R" on my shirt was for. I mentioned that it stood for Robin. She asked me if I liked Batman, and I responded that he’s in my top 5, but he isn’t my favourite. So then she asked me what my top 5 was, so I fired it off. She trashed the Silver Surfer thinking he was Iceman. She thought the fire guy from the Fantastic Four was cooler, but I still disagree. I should have spent less time talking about superheroes and more time concentrating on the Rumba though-I was told my Cuban Motion sucks :( 

I was ticked off this morning-the lights at the top of City Hall weren’t on. The big pyramid at the top of the building has pretty blue and green lights and is usually lit up in the morning. It’s awesome. I always find it inspiring. Oh well-no inspiration for me today. I survived though. I am becoming completely disorganized at work and it’s not even funny. I’ll put a piece of paper on my desk and ten minutes later I won’t be able to find it! 

Poem of the Day: A few odd shapes make a picture. The corner's ripped, the colours mingle, smearing all knowledge of the actual design. The picture is hidden beneath the mistakes, the title spelt wrong and is upside down. The frame is broken and off center. How do we see perfection? (Source: Amy O’Connor, a friend of Vince). 

Song now playing: "Life"-Our Lady Peace 

title of rant (Jan. 22, 2001)
Greetings guys and gals and welcome to another exciting chapter in the life of Bryan. I had a pretty interesting day. I was all over the Royal Alexandra Hospital and University of Alberta Hospital visiting people and gathering information. It was good to get out of the office, but I didn’t really feel like I accomplished very much. Everyone was very nice and helpful though, so that made things a lot easier. It was actually a lot like interviewing people for the Gateway. 

Saturday was pretty cool after I got some sleep (see last rant for details about that). I made supper for Jen and we rented the Cider House Rules. We also went to Sweet Rocks with Mike and Nadine. It was a funky little bar that played some pretty cool live music. It was like the music you’d hear at a planetarium: very psychedelic and wavy. I had a little too much to drink though-lots of Baja Luna beforehand and a Smirnoff Ice turned me into a tired, stumbling fool. 

My Top Five Superheroes of All-Time:

  1. Spiderman 

  2. Superman 

  3. Wolverine 

  4. The Silver Surfer 

  5. Batman 

This rant was brought to you by the letter N and the letter V, and by the number 10. 

Song now playing: "My Hero"-Foo Fighters

Can't sleep (Jan. 20, 2001)
Well, it’s 6:00 a.m. and I haven’t really been able to sleep. I drove to my mom to the airport this morning and have been doing nothing much since. I feel really frustrated too because the whole way my mom was nagging me over how fast I was going. Now I know exactly how Mike and Jen feel when I nag them. 

I saw Cast Away last night. Despite what most people have been saying, it was actually a pretty good movie. The whole volleyball thing was a little twisted, but I got over it. Mark didn’t show up though and he was the one that really wanted to see it in the first place! What’s the deal with that? Anyway, I think the next movie to see should be either Thirteen Days or Antitrust. 

Nick and I were surfing to kill time yesterday and we found out something interesting about Vince. In his archive of past rant entries, he says on November 27, 1997 that "This page is inspired by Sciophytes "Nothing" incoherent ravings page." So whenever you hear him complain about all of our rants pages being copycats (which they are), just remember that his is a copycat too. 

Recent website updates: I added some lyrics and pictures to my Chantal Kreviazuk page. 

Song now playing: "On A Beach"-Richard Ashcroft 

Gas war (Jan. 16, 2001)
So what’s with this "little" gas war going on everywhere EXCEPT Edmonton? Gas is 38.9 in St. Albert and Stony Plain, but it’s 63.5 here! If I get 30 litres of gas here, I have to spend an extra $7.38!!! There’s no way oil companies don’t totally make a fortune off of us. 

Know what I realized the other day? Now that Jen is majoring in International Business, the whole gang could form the ultimate company. Think about it: besides the army of Accountants (Nick, Kevin, Lana, Heather and myself), Vince is an MIS major, Mark's majoring in Management Science, Robin is focusing on Marketing, Jeff is the Finance wizard, and Leanne and Darrell are the HR gurus. We’d make one unstoppable company (or we’d fail miserably from playing cards too much). 

Today in History: The town of Lethbridge is incorporated-1891 (Source: The Edmonton Journal). 

Song now playing: "Name"-Goo Goo Dolls 

Much vs. MuchMore (Jan. 14, 2001)
Wow-it’s already been four days since I updated my rants page? Where has all the time gone? I’ll tell you one thing-it hasn’t gone into sleeping. I waited the entire week for a day that I could sleep in, but I don’t think it’s going to happen at all. I went to an Alberta Liberal conference all day yesterday, so I had to get up early for that. It was pretty cool though-I learned lots of interesting stuff about political campaigns. I next went to the U of A volleyball games-the Pandas lost and the Bears won. I was pretty disappointed with the Pandas-they certainly didn’t look like a team that’s won six consecutive national championships. Then again, that’s what happens when you lose all your star players. Anyway, the worst part is that I was tired all day today, but once I got home, I wasn’t, so I’m doing my rant instead. 

I want give a big shout to Nick today: he mentioned on his rants page that he was listening to Moby. Woo! Usually Nick listens to some pretty suspective music, so I have to give him some credit on this one. 

The MuchMusic top 5 for this week:

  1. "Original Prankster"-The Offspring 

  2. "Stronger"-Britney Spears 

  3. "This I Promise You"-*NSYNC 

  4. "Stan"-Eminem 

  5. "Independent Women"-Destiny’s Child 

So what is with this? I’m getting really sick and tired of all these bad songs and artists. The Offspring song is okay and I do like the Destiny’s Child song, but Britney Spears, *NSYNC and Eminem just embody everything I hate about the music industry today. I don’t mean to be totally mean however; everyone has a right to listen to what they want to listen to and enjoy it. However, I also feel everyone has a right to their own opinion, and mine is that artists who don’t write their own music, don’t play their own instruments or sing about abusing woman should be respected. 

You know it’s really bad when the MuchMoreMusic top 5 for this week is better than Much’s:

  1. "If You’re Gone"-Matchbox Twenty 

  2. "I’m Like A Bird"-Nelly Furtado 

  3. "Independent Women"-Destiny’s Child 

  4. "The Way You Loved Me"-Faith Hill 

  5. "Again"-Lenny Kravitz 

Song now playing: "The Last Song"-Smashing Pumpkins (from Mike’s SHOUTcast).

SP on the brain (Jan. 10, 2001)
I guess I’m really turning into a working stiff now: I had my first work-induced headache yesterday and I stayed after quitting time to finish up work for the first time today. It’s going pretty good though. There is a great deal of running around and some tedious tasks, but it has plenty of moments too. Best of all, there’s no homework! 

I saw "What Women Want" on Sunday with the gang. It was really good. It was a movie where you anyone could watch it and get different things from it. I was really glad that he saved Erin though, or else I would have cried (shhhh-it’ll be our little secret, okay?). I must apologize to Vince though-sorry for kind of leaving you out. I did try to call you, but I got no answer. 

Recent website updates: I added six more Smashing Pumpkins song lyrics to my SP site, most notably "Real Love", a cool song from MACHINA II. I also ditched Columbiana from my Links page and added Neil. Past rant entries were also relocated to a different page and I changed around some backgrounds. Feel free to let me know what you think, or if you have any new suggestions, let me know via my feedback page. 

Riddle of the Day: "I cover what's real, hide what is true, but sometimes bring out the courage in you. What am I?." (Source: RiddleNut) 

Song now playing: "Vanity"-Smashing Pumpkins (can you tell I have been thinking about them way too much lately?) 

weekends rule! (Jan. 7, 2001)
I made a stunning revelation yesterday-weekends are the best. As much as I do like work, it sure is great to have a day of just utter relaxation and not have to worry too much about anything. I slept in until noon (accidental) and didn’t do very much. I did have a frosty with Darrell and we played a cool computer game called Ricochet. I also have to send out a Belated Happy Birthday to him too-happy 20th!!! 

I also want to send a big shout out to Jen for joining the ranks of the copycats. She just put up her rants page. It has a really wicked background too, so check it out here. She’s the greatest! 

Recent website updates: I added a Summersault page and a Metro page to my Smashing Pumpkins page. They contain the setlist for the shows, a short blurb or a note, and a few pictures of the band. I also changed the background on this page. 

My horoscope for the Day: "Today is a fantastic day for you on many levels. Emotionally, you will find that things are coming your way, thereby making it much easier for you to move with confidence throughout your day. Make sure to embrace the concept that it is "your" day; that you are the one who calls the shots. It is as if you are at a restaurant ordering a meal. No one else can say what is the best choice for you, since only you know what you really want. Remember that!." (Source: Yahoo Astrology) 

Song now playing: "Where The Streets Have No Name"-U2 

Winter Waltz (Jan. 3, 2001)
Man-it’s been a pretty busy few days for me. New Year’s was awesome! The food was amazing and the dancing was just as fantastic. They played a good variety of music too and rotated songs quite a bit. At the Winter Waltz, they played many dances back-to-back, so I’d get really tired doing the Cha-Cha and Swing, then get bored while they played the Tango, which I don’t know how to do. The performers at the Ball were really good too, so all-in-all, it was a perfect evening. 

The other reason I’ve been extremely busy as of late is because I started my new job. It’s pretty cool. I don’t think anyone really likes auditors though, so that’s kind of a downer. I’ll show them though! I can’t say I’ve done anything really exciting or important yet. Our department is relatively new and everyone is either sick or won’t begin work until next week, so there isn’t much going on right now. I’m learning lots of stuff of about internal controls though! (I know, sounds like fun, eh?) 

Inspiration for the Day: “The grand essentials to happiness in this life are something to do, something to love and something to hope for.” –Joseph Addison (Source: Positive Press) 

Song now playing: “Blue”-Chantal Kreviazuk 

2000 in retrospective (Dec. 31, 2000)
Wow-it’s going to be the year 2001 already. It felt like yesterday that that freaked out girl at Suburbs was asking me if the world was going to come to an end (she wasn’t too bright). 2000 was quite a year: I found a super great girlfriend, I saw the Pumpkins live at Summersault, I went to Toronto and saw the Hockey Hall of Fame and a Blue Jays game, I got into Co-op, I did this website, and Mario Lemieux returned to the NHL. What more could anyone ask for?

I’m pretty excited today because I get to go dancing tonight through the U of A Dance Club. My favourites are the Cha-Cha, the Jive and the Rumba because I can actually dance them! I’m also excited because I get to wear my wicked new dress shirt and tie with my suit tonight. Let’s just hope they don’t play “Smooth” by Santana and Rob Thomas-they always play it.

Since it’s the end of the year and all, I thought I would do an end of the year list everyone loves to hate. My Top Albums of 2000 are:

· 1. Radiohead-“Kid A” 

· 2. Our Lady Peace-“Spiritual Machines” 

· 3. Richard Ashcroft-“Alone With Everybody” 

· 4. Smashing Pumpkins-“MACHINA: The Machines of God” 

· 5. A Perfect Circle-“Mer De Noms” 

· 6. The Corrs-“In Blue” 

· 7. Matchbox Twenty-“Mad Season” 

· 8. Everclear-“Songs from an American Movie, Volume Two: Good Time for A Bad Attitude” 

Inspiration for the Day: “My philosophy is that not only are you responsible for your life, but doing the best at this moment puts you in the best place for the next moment.” -Oprah Winfrey (Source: Business Cooperative Education)

Song now playing: “Jeremy”-Pearl Jam

welcome! (Dec. 29, 2000)
Welcome everyone to my rants page. I hope your holidays are going well. Mine are going super well except that it’s too short. I have to start working at Capital Health in like 4 days! Ahhhh! Should be a definite learning experience though, so I’m pretty excited. Plus I get to wear all my cool new dress clothes.

Okay-I guess this is the one actual rant portion of this page: why have a rants page in the first place? Why not just send the people who will check it an e-mail containing the rant? It would save them the trouble of actually having to go to the page themselves. The other side of the argument though would be that they are fun to do and any new visitors can get to know you a little better. I started it mainly for those reasons, plus the fact that Vince has been having success with one. Still-they seem a little suspicious to me…especially since it’s the holidays yet my rants page is in Halloween colours?!?

Recent website updates: I changed a few of the pictures on my Other Artists page.

I think it’s safe to say I am addicted to Risk. We played with six players-first time that’s happened. I was yellow (can you see a trend? Maybe it’s because of my awesome new yellow sweater and mittens ;) I got stuck in Europe and didn’t do that great. Mike won. Guess it’s true that the “Ukraine is weak.”

Song now playing: “Everybody Hurts” (live)-The Corrs’ cover version of the REM classic

