Notes on the Duck Lake Fight

Harry Roes, now registrar of land titles at Frince
Alvert, had come west in the N.¥.¥.F. in 1879 but had
left the Folice and in 1885 was/yéputy/sheriff at Prince
4#lbert. When the trouble started he had joined the Prince
4Albert volunteers and had been sent to Carlton. John W.
4stley had come to Prince Albert to lay out timber limits

Ior Moore and Macdowall. He was = surveyer. His instruments

had followed him on the maii?gigzﬁ and had been captured by
Riel at Batoche. '
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Hoss and Astley had left CarltonA day or two before
the Duck Lake fight to scout toward Duck Lake. The main
traiE:ﬁzgu%ﬁ%Bugh Beardy's Reserve but a branch led off
to the north at the west end of the reserve to serve Indian
houees which were some way off the main trail;which it joined
& mile or two farther east. The scouts kept to the main trail.
It was about two in the morning when they reached the point
where the branch again fmerged with the main trail.‘?ﬂ bullet
whizzed past them and they heard the report of & gun. They
stopped. 4 mounted perty rode furicusly up from behing;
e#e¢ their retreat was cut off.

"Bien, Ross," said the leader curtly, who was none other
than Gabriel Dumont. "Scout, eh%"

They were disarmed and taken to Stobart's store at Duck

Lake, headguarters at the time of the rebels, and lodged in

& room upstairs. On the morning of the Duck Lake fight and



Jjust before the half-breeds started out to meet Crozier,
Charles Nolin was brought up to this room, to be held as a
prisoner with the white scouts.

"Tomorrow," observed Holin,“the revels are going to hold
a festival. They intend to celebrate it by hanging you twa.
lie, I}ﬁm gaiq;{tu try to get.mway,but I got no shoes."

The rebel leaders had become doubtful of Nolin. They
hac taken oIf his mocassins; the ground being covered with snow,
he would be prevented from escaping. Ross said:

"Well, wiy don't you escape? You can take my shoes;
they are no good to megﬂhd try to reach Frince Albert and bring
a party to our relief.-éggqggghi“

To thie Nolin agreed. The sound of the first shet in the
Duck Lake fight had hardly reachggfiﬁﬁ when Nolin jumped from
the upst&iﬁzg window and made off like mad. Ross and Astley
watched hiﬁ. An old woman was Jogging comfortably down the
trail in a jumper attached to a plug of a cayuse. Nolin raced
up. Ee Piﬂf&mﬁlﬂﬂ and threw her far cut
of the trail into the snow, Heess=me jumped on the sled and
picking ugp thelwhip wheeled seeeseé and laid it furicugT;:::HtE;
back 0f thE aeeemswesss snimsl. The pony sped away as fast as
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ape cawkward legs would take him, Nolin meking good his escape.
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delivery firom dezth as spies at the hands of the revels. They

'ﬁﬁé;?ﬁ; fact that Astley was z surveyor, he and HRoss owe their

denied that they were scouting. Astley explained his commissicn
to survey the timber limits. He accounted for his presence on

the trail with the stztement that he hzd become anxious about



his instrumentgjwhich WeTre nve::ﬁﬁ% and had come to look for
them. Ross had rode along with him for company and they were
on their wey tc Batoche to try to locate them. As Riel had
seized these instrumenis an%&ha& them in his posaeasinn?ﬂstley'e
statements were believed and the sentence of death mwgsed upon
tnem was revoked.

Baptiste Arcend had been busily getting together a store
of goods and provisions from the merchandise taken by the rebels
+rom the local merchants and was sending the plunder to his house
east of Duck Lake. The leaders began to suspect Baptiste of
being & backslider. DBaptiste's posi was on the weet side of the
river from Eatoche. He was sort of company commander.

Kiel came to see Baptiste. Riel was a very solemn man.
He said to Arcand: "I hear you are golng to desert me."

Arcanc looked at the haelf-breed My saviour. "Who told you
that, Riel®"

miel (gravely): "The Holy Ghost."

Baptiste: "Sacre! He's & —— ligr ™

Gabriel as has been szid, received a scalp wound in the Duck

Lake fight. When hq_feacheu headquarters at Duck Lake he was
teken to a room which had been cccupied by Hillyard ¥itchell,
Stokart's manager, and his wound had been washed by his attend-
snts with a sponge, ong of the toilet perquisites of Mr. Eitchells
Mitchell could be eicguently profane when the occasgion
seemed to call for it and this was one of the times. When he
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heard of the‘incident, ie inew no bounds. Mitchell could

' forpive the rebels for robbing him and burning his Storeh_but




to desecrate his sponge! é%at was an indignity too menstrous
for any Englishmar to pass over unneéticed.

Astley was the man who cerried dispatches between Hiel
and kiddleton. TWhen the battle of Batoche was at its climax,
he wae shot at from both lines--=-the Sioux among the rebels
and the white troops as well.

Charles Eolin was at cne timexﬂiniﬂter nffééricultura in
thé?ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ggt cf Hon. Josepn Roy%i? Mr. EﬂyalJWas defeated.
Ee met the Eon. Churlie shortly afterward. _

"Well, ¥r. Nolin," saic Royal, "We are defeatec. We will
have to hanc in our raaignatinns.u |

¥Mr. Royal's ¥inister of Agriculture shrugged hie shoulders
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expreseively ana extended his hands.
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“Bien.”he observed, |"lonsieur Hﬂyalffﬁﬂu may reeign if
you wigh. Me, I'm not resign."”
It ie probable that tne Hon. Charles wae reluctantly com=-
pelled tdfﬁﬁ:::ﬁgﬁﬁﬁz*ﬁﬁgéfiﬁﬁﬁé berth without a grest deal
of delay, but just when or by what painful procese the separation
wes accomplished is'not on record. However, having once tasted
the sweets of office, Mr. Nolin wes not dieposed to lightliy
abondon his ambition to serve his king and country---st a con-
siderztion---and subsequent to the rebellion the half-treeds
at Batoche elected him as their representative in the legislature
at Regina Which speaks well for the charity of his compatriots.
The simple natives along the South Branch were misled

by Riel, Nolin anc other educated men among them, who surely must




have known better themselves than to entertain such fantastic
ideas as they imposed on their credulous bretherw. I was told

by Laviclette and Fleury that they believed st they could

teke Prince Albert. Following this,the plan oif campaign was
t%:ﬁarch on Winnipeg and after the capitulation of thne Nanitoha
capital they would be ready to treat with the Canadien Government_
éﬁﬁ terms theytexpected to be able to arrange would then, they
were certein, be much more to their advantage than any they

haa previocusly succeeded in obtaining.
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