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Vancouver School Board
School District No. 39 (Vancouver)
FLANNING B PACILITIES
1580 West Broadway
Vancouver, B.C. VE] 5KB
Telephome: 604-T13-3254
oo 6047135257

February 21, 2008

Ingrid Sulston, PAC Chair

Z Smith, Seismic Sub-Committee Chair
clo Gordon Elementary

Dear Ms. Sulston and Mr. Smith,

Re: General Gordon Elementary Seismic Upgrade

Further to the Committee Il meeting held on February 5™, 2008, we attach the
Trustees' letter to the Ministry of Education regarding issues raised by your
delegation and during subsequent discussions. Any further developments with
respect to Gordon Elementary are now pending subject to a Ministry response.

As per the meeting minutes and discussion which foliowed your presentation, we
would appreciate receiving a copy of the corresponding letter from the delegation
to the Ministry once It has been senl.

Yours sincerely,

aam—

Mark Dale, MAIBC
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer

Enclosure

cc  Clarence Hansen, Board Chairperson
Dan Marriott, Associate Superintendent
Brenda Ng, Secretary-Treasurer
Margaret Davidson, Principal, Gordon Elementary
Alex Grant, Principal, Kitsilano Secondary

File: P\Gordon - Sexsmith - Kitchener\Gordon PAC - Letter fo the Ministry.doc
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s / 6 Vancouver Board of Education
E ] School District No, 39
BUARD OF SCHDOL TRUSTEES
1580 West Broadwuay

+ GORDON [hoo2/003

Vancouves, B.C V] 5KB
Telephone: 604-713-5000
For: 604-T13-5045

2008 February 20

The Honourable Shirley Bond

Minister of Education and Deputy Premier
PO Box 9045, Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC

VBW 9E2

Dear Minister Bond:

| ammﬂﬂgwmmlmdmﬂmmimmmwmwmmwmmdlm
the General Gordon Elementary School. The issues relate to the proposed replacement
of this facility as recommended during the due-diligence review within the project's
seismic remediatlon process.

Many of the issues raised in this case are also relevant to other proposed and curent
projects within the district. The Board recognizes the Ministry’s policy on such issues bul
is asking hersin for clarification and consideration for change to the current facility area
and funding standards.

ﬁeﬂmdmhhmmwumsmsmﬁsammwmmmmemammm
by the Ministry to determine replacement cosls versus upgrade costs. It is felt that
because many of the schools in the Vancouver District wers designed under diffarent
guldelines in which larger amenities were allowed, that such a school area should be
considerad when the cost of a replacement facility is detarmined. These areas Include
covered play areas, cloak rooms, slorage areas, wide corridors and multi-purpose
space. Conversely, It |s also believed that the life-cycle renewal costs of the facility
upgrade should be taken into account during this same comparative study and if the
upgrade cost is deemed as lhe least expensive alternative then those same life cycle
renawal costs should be funded as part of the seismic upgrade.

Further dlarification Is also requested regarding facllity area standards in light of the
Ministry’s policy with respect lo community use. Many of the schools in Vancouver utilize
mmmhanmmmmmmmmwmammmmm
Therarnovaiofmmmduewnmdwednplammsimwiim!alluwusm
maintain the existing service within the school. In this respect, we also requesl
chﬁﬁcaﬁonmgmuwlmo!upadtyuhﬂaﬁommmmwmpollcyb
provide for such mmmwmmmmﬂtmma%npmﬁdadmmem“
speech In consideration of full school-day Kindergarten for the three to five year olds.
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In addition to the issues raised above regarding area standards, the Board aiso requests
consideration to an Increased unit rate for construction to address the sustainability
agmof&amdndalgaummantmwmntsWoulmdonmmdomt
cunsnﬂyruoognlz&ﬂammdahdraqdmmﬁitoachbveLEEngd.Webeiewan
mwmmwhmmmmmuamm“u

determined after the final design of the project is complete.

mmmm.mmmmmmmmpwmmmm
uﬂmammwﬂmsmnmpaﬂmmembtomphoamwue.
wm.mmmdaMWWm detarmine the
most cost effective approach is to demolish the existing heritage building. We ask that
consideration be given to fund the additional costs to retain buildings of significant
mtmwmmmmmmm.mmwmmmmmwm
Commission to establish acceptable standards of retention.

This item is on the Board Standing Committee agenda for March 4", 2008 and it would
ba useful to us to recelve your responsa prior to that time.

Yours truly,

CHrarness

Mr. Clarence Hansen

Chalrperson

On Behalf of the Board of Education of
School District No. 38 (Vancouver)
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