Cuba Puts Finishing Touches on Military Exercises

Havana, Dec 10 (Prensa Latina) Cuba puts the finishing touches to the Bastion 2004, strategic exercises "to avoid war, which is like winning it," according to Cuban Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR) Minister Raul Castro Ruz.

The military maneuvers will be staged December 13-19, to demonstrate the unity, capacity and defensive preparation of Cubans.


Recently speaking to press, General Raul Castro asserted that Cuba would go on the Bastion drills so the US took a close look at them and did not commit the same errors they had previously made in Vietnam and had been making in Iraq.

The FAR minister noted that the increase of US troops in Iraq to 150,000 was similar to that in Vietnam.

Since they have not learned from those lessons, we will stage the Bastion, so they do not underestimate our nation, which is more united and therefore more powerful than Iraq.

That is the reason for the military exercises. We believe that avoiding war is equivalent to winning it, affirmed the military chief, also second secretary of the Cuban Communist Party's Central Committee.

The FAR and the reserve, the Territorial Militia Troops and the Production and Defense Brigades will participate in the exercises, together with Interior Ministry units and Central State Organization, economic, social and people´s bodies. 

According to the FAR, the military maneuvers will include two National Defense Days, "due to the stepped-up White House aggressions and threats."


