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The Miracle of Healing

This month | was fortunate enough to  bear witness (again) to the miraculous

ability of the human body to repair itself after my left index finger

suffered an indignity at the hands of the ro
i ke. Oh no. Wd ene ywrud Idib()it drgbeldnde call,

(b) I can drive myself to the clinic, or (c) | can fix this with some band -aids?

My personal two second triage put it at somewhere between (b) and (c); not

a clear calll but | was palqadltyipjurysevenehei t wasnodt
clinic might be a bit of a stretch ;| can fix this myself. ~ On the plus side |

got to sport this fetching yet whimsical finger puppet for a week.



http://members.shaw.ca/pgron/ArcticTern.htm

Interior Work

Last month 1868d hit a bit of aemrl|lestone in c
construction. This month | would tackle the remaining interior work. First
off, there were just a couple more exterior -type things to get out of the

way. The first of these was to finally get the chainplates bent to the

required angles for the shr ouds and stays. | use this rafter square and a

plumb bob to get the topsides angle at each chainplate location.
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Then | add the angle of the shroud or stay from the plans.



Then | mark on the chainplate where | want the bend to start (parallel to
the deck edge).



Then | remove the chainplates and write the angles of bend on them. | then
cart them off to the local sheet  -metal shop where they do a super job of
bending all eight (over a jJO6 radius)
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Next exterior thing was to mount the last deadlight that | got. At first |
was only going to have a single deadlight in the back of the trunk cabin (I
like asymmetry in some things) but I liked the one so much | thought two
would be better.



Looks good, and the additional light below wi Il certainly be welcome, but

something definitely was lost; | miss the asymmetry. Too late; looks great;

|l &m on to my next probl em. And the probl em
very slightly different the previous four. This one was slightly deeper

(enough so that it was too deep for the 18 mm ply when the interior trim ring



was fitted) and required a very slightly larger cut -out diameter. Anyway, |
switched it with the deadlight in the forward hatch (which was very slightly
thicker ; having been laminated from two pieces over a curve) and things
worked out ok.

Oh yeah, | got some latches for the forward hatch.
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And liked them so much | got one for the propane lock
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Ok, on to the interior. pidcee foetlie €abiatops hot o f
grab rails that were done last month.



The first thing | tackle inside is the infuriating little storage area under the

bridge -deck. This area has variously been designated as (a) wine locker; (b)

battery storage; (c) wetbootst or age; (d) miscell aneous bin.
to find a viable purpose for it. | finally decided that this is where the Ul -

sized gel house battery would live and the face of it would serve to hold the

DC distribution panel and battery off/on switch. The first thing | had to do

though was fix up the bogus job | did of cutting out the opening. Since first

attempting this | 8d now discouaetedngber wonhde
bit and was determined to use this to square -up the hole. The problem was

my router base was too wide so | fashioned t

that would allow me to use the router in the confined space under the bridge
deck.



Then | fit template stock around the edge to make a square hole and went at
it with the router.
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Much better. Ok, now how to fit a U1 sized gel battery in there and still
make it accessible for removal while remaining secure? To solve this
problem | came up with the following sliding shelf. The nice thing about gel
batteries is that then can liv e on their side (or upside down for that matter)
with no ill -effects.



The shelf is prevented from sliding

block that passes through the half

-hole you can see at the front left of the

shelf. Yep, | think the red stuff you see is blood. Those edges are sharp!
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Hereds the door showing where the DC distrib
will go.



Berth Front Trim

Ok, the next thing to tackle was the  trim along the top of the  berth fronts.
Way back when | w as mocking up the interior | determined that the berth
flats needed to overhang their fronts 3 inches in order to make comfortable
berths. This always bugged me a bit in that it was pretty close to looking
goofy. | decided to cut down the overhang to two inches (again using the
miracle of the flush -cut router bit). 1 first do a rough cut with the jig saw.



And then run the router down it using a two inch batten for the flush -cut bit
to run against.



Worked out just fine and berths still seem reasonably comfortable (maybe

my buttds gotten smal lup) Oksdooncteethelbertdi d t he moc
front trim i tself. Now was the time to use
bought three years ago but on closer inspect



some worm holes and the colouring wasndot that
patches.

Regardless, | selected some nice bits and made up the berth front trim.



All the while I was doing this | wasndt over
It looked ratherb or i ng. I n a fit of odamn the torpe
overhang to zero (still ok to sit on; my butt must be way smaller now) and

bought some lumberyard 1x10 to do a mockup.






